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America250 “Minute” 
 
The Oregon SAR has used the America 250 Minute program for the last year as articles in our weekly 
E-newsletter the Oregon Patriot. What is nice about this program is that we send out to all our members 
this program which they can use for their own purposes. 
 
Following are 12 months’ worth of our programs that we have taken from our Revolutionary War 
Monthly Timeline 1765-1788 document which you can download on our www.america250sar.org  
web site. There are two programs from Missouri SAR which they have produced as a broadside style 
publication also included in this package. 
 
Take these as examples that you can use, or to add to for your own needs. Good Luck. 
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Oregon Compatriot E-newsletter 
January 3, 1777 
Washington Victorious at Princeton 
 

10 Facts about the Battle of Princeton 
The American victory at the Battle of Princeton (January 3, 1777) was one of the most consequential of the 
American Revolution. George Washington and his soldiers marched north from Trenton and attacked a 
British force south of the town. Washington's victory bolstered American morale and provided great 
confidence to his soldiers. 

1. Washington escaped from one enemy to attack another at Princeton 

Despite their success in repulsing several frontal attacks at the Battle of Assunpink Creek (Battle of Second 
Trenton) on January 2, 1777, Gen. George Washington and his senior officers were filled with a sense of 
dread.  Gen. Charles Cornwallis’ army of 8,000 veteran soldiers were poised to deliver a punishing blow 
the following morning. The fact that the British had discovered a ford that led to the vulnerable American 
right flank made the American position on the Assunpink Creek near Trenton all the more dangerous. 

Rather than risk defeat in Trenton, Washington, in collaboration with his senior officers, agreed upon a bold 
and dangerous plan.  That very night the Continental army would quietly leave its positions along the creek 
and march east, then north towards Princeton.  With deceptive campfires still burning along the creek, 
Washington’s intrepid soldiers began their 18-mile march through the dark and bitterly cold night. By 
stealing a march on Cornwallis, Washington retained the all-important initiative and avoided any movement 
that smacked of retreat.  Washington’s successful night march on January 2 and 3, 1777 is remembered as 
one of the great flank marches in American history. 

2. “A very intelligent young gentleman” provided Washington with valuable intelligence 

Plan of Princeton, Dec. 31, 1776, by John Cadwalader (Library of Congress 
Map Division) 

Ever hungry for good intelligence on British positions north of the Delaware 
River, Washington had ordered militia Colonel John Cadwalader, on December 
12, 1776, to obtain information on British forces and intentions.  “Spare no 
pains or expense to get intelligence of the enemy’s motions and intentions… 
Every piece of intelligence you obtain worthy of notice, send it forward by 
express...” 

Cadwalader’s intelligence efforts bore fruit in the form of a detailed, 
handwritten map of the British positions around Princeton, New 
Jersey.  Cadwalader had received this detailed information from “a very 
intelligent young gentleman” who had just returned from the area.  
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Cadwalader’s map included detailed information on British works, cannon, and force dispositions.  The 
map also included valuable information on the road network around Princeton – all information that 
Washington put to great use on January 3, 1777. 

3. Opposing forces almost missed one another 

Lt. Col. Charles Mawhood, the British officer in 
command at Princeton, had been ordered by 
Cornwallis to bring reinforcements down to his 
position at Trenton.  Leaving a small garrison in 
Princeton, Mawhood began his march down the 
Post Road towards Trenton just after 
dawn.   Washington’s northward marching 
army was primarily traveling on a parallel and 
lesser-known road that crossed the Thomas 
Clark Farm – a road that was largely out of view 
from the Post Road.  Behind schedule, 
Washington sent a small detachment under the 
command of Hugh Mercer to seize and destroy 
the Stony Brook bridge along the Post Road.  It 
was this detachment that was viewed by scouts 
attached to Mawhood’s column.  Mawhood, 
now aware of a new threat near Princeton, 
wheeled his force about and approached Mercer 
on the Clarke Farm. 

One might imagine what would have occurred 
if this chance meeting had not 
occurred.  Mawhood would have been well on 
his way to Trenton and Washington would have 
found but a small, vulnerable garrison at 
Princeton. 

4. Lt. Col. Charles Mawhood rode into battle with springer spaniels at his side 

Mercer’s American force soon beheld the advance of soldiers from two British regiments – the 17th and 55th 
Foot.  Mawhood himself could soon be seen atop his “brown pony” and with a pair of his favorite spaniels 
bounding at his side.  As David Hackett Fischer writes, “[Mawhood] delighted in the display of a highly 
developed air of nonchalance, especially on the field of battle.”  Despite this strangely casual display, 
Mawhood was a veteran and highly capable officer who would more than prove his mettle on the fields at 
Princeton. 

5. Many British soldiers believed they had killed Gen. Washington during the battle 

During the opening phases of the battle, a bayonet charge by the British forces broke Hugh Mercer’s 
American line near an orchard fence line on the Clarke Farm.  Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer, a friend of the  
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Washingtons and a resident of 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, attempted to 
reform his command, but was soon 
surrounded by angry British regulars 
shouting, “Surrender you damn 
rebel!”   Mercer, a veteran of European 
wars and a fierce patriot, refused to lay 
down his arms. After a brief struggle, 
Mercer was bayonetted repeatedly and 
left for dead.  Given that Mercer was 
well-attired (as opposed to the rags worn 
by most American soldiers), a high-
ranking officer, and refused to surrender, 
many British soldiers believed they had 
killed Washington himself.  

6. At one point, Washington was just 30 
yards from the British line 

Moving to reinforce Mercer’s broken line 
Cadwalader’s brigade of Pennsylvania 
militia, Delaware and Philadelphia light 
infantry, and a small unit of marines – all 
told about 1,500 men - moved towards the 
British.  Despite their numerical 
superiority, the inexperienced Americans 
began to fall back under the steady fire 
from the British regulars.  As Cadwalader 
reformed his line, up rode Washington 

astride a magnificent white horse.  Amidst the flying musket balls, Washington coolly assured his soldiers, 
“Parade with us my brave fellows! There is but a handful of the enemy and we shall have them 
directly!”   Washington then proceeded to lead the militiamen forward from the front.  He at one point was 
only 30 yards from the British line – easy musket range.  John Fitzgerald, one of Washington’s officers, 
reportedly pulled his hat over his eyes, expecting to see the General shot from the saddle at any 
moment.   Despite his proximity, Washington remained uninjured, and his galvanizing presence stabilized 
the American line at a critical moment in the battle.  Soon Washington, along with fresh reinforcements, 
were chasing the remnants of Mawhood’s broken force through the fields and woods. 

7. Marines fought alongside Washington at Princeton 

After his arrival upon the Pennsylvania shore of the Delaware River, Washington sent out an urgent plea 
for reinforcement.  One of the first contingents of soldiers to respond to this request were roughly 600 
marines from the Philadelphia area.  This force of marines had been recruited for duty aboard the various 
Continental warships now anchored near Philadelphia and were generally considered to be excellent 
fighters. The marine officers had seen active duty against the British onboard various vessels and their men 
had been occupied in daily drill and frequent skirmishes with British forces operating in the area.  
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Three companies of marines accompanied Washington’s army on its nighttime march to Princeton. Moving 
with Cadwalader’s Brigade into the fight, a few marines under the command of Major Samuel Nicholas, 
engaged Manhood’s troops on the Clarke Farm. During the fierce fighting the Regulars several of the 
marines were killed in battle, including Captain William Shippin. These casualties were some of the first 
to be suffered by marines on any battlefield. 

8.  The final actions of the battle occurred on the Princeton campus 

After the American victory on the Clarke Farm, the final military actions of the Battle of Princeton shifted 
towards the town itself.  Roughly 200 British Regulars had fortified Nassau Hall at the center of what is 
Princeton University today.  From this stout building, the British intended to use firing positions to hold off 
the Americans until a relief party arrived.  The Americans positioned cannon around the building and soon 
began firing on the building and its occupants.  Legend has it that one of the American cannonballs 
decapitated the portrait of King George II hanging inside the building – a fearful omen that further spurred 
the British garrison to surrender. 

Nassau Hall still stands at the center of Princeton 
University and one can still see upon its surface 
damage caused by the American fire.  As for the 
portrait of King George?  The original portrait 
was destroyed, but a different painting of King 
George II now hangs in the historic building 
opposite Peale's portrait of George Washington 
at Princeton. 

9. The victory at Princeton rescued the Patriot 
cause from one of its darkest hours 

The disastrous defeats in the 1776 New York 
Campaign and the precipitous retreat across the 

Delaware River had left the prospects for American independence in tatters.  Rather than retreat to winter 
quarters as most on both sides of the Delaware River expected, Washington chose to attack in the dead of 
winter.  Washington’s victories at Trenton, the Assunpink Creek, and at Princeton completely reversed the 
fortunes of the Continental Army and the prospects for the young United States.  Washington’s victories 
and the effective guerrilla war waged in the New Jersey countryside forced Sir William Howe to retract the 
British lines back towards New York City - giving up much of the Jersey countryside that had been captured 
earlier.    

Many look at the battles of Trenton and Princeton as small affairs, but these battles, combined with the 
tough winter campaigning sliced Howe’s once mighty army in half.  Howe’s further requests for 
reinforcement left many in London aghast. 

Washington’s bold gambles and effective leadership had delivered the very sort of public confidence that 
Washington was keen to produce.  Not only were the British and the Loyalists discouraged, but his own 
soldiers found newfound confidence that they could beat the very best that the British could put into the 
field. 
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10. George Washington at Princeton was wildly popular after its debut 

Given how the news of Washington’s victory at Princeton had electrified the nation, it’s not surprising that 
the leading artists of the day hoped to capture Gen. Washington on canvas.  Charles Willson Peale, 
Washington’s most frequent portraitist and a Continental Army veteran who was at Princeton, finished his 
George Washington at Princeton painting in early 1779.  The painting had been commissioned by the 
Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania for its council chambers in Independence Hall, 
Philadelphia.  After the painting’s debut, there was a great clamor for replicas.  It is estimated that Peale 
created 18 or more different replicas of the painting for clients as varied as King Louis XVI, the Spanish 
Court, and the island of Cuba.  Today replicas can be found at Princeton University, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, Colonial Williamsburg, the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, the Cleveland Museum of Art, 
and the US Senate.  Each of these copies employs different sized canvases, updated uniforms, varied  
backgrounds, and other modifications. 

George Washington at Princeton by Charles Willson 
Peale (US Senate) 

In the original painting, now a part of the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts collection, Washington leans 
upon the barrel of a captured cannon while Hessian and 
British flags lie at his feet.  Washington is his blue and 
buff uniform with commander’s sash looks confidently 
at the viewer while in the background one can make out 
Nassau Hall - the scene of the final moments of the 
battle.  

Other Facts: 

• Weather: 21 degrees at 8am - "Fair & 
frosty."  Some reported "shin deep snow" on the Clarke 
Farm battlefield. 
• Troop Strengths:  American - 4,500 est. with 35 
artillery pieces.  British - 1,200 est. with 6 to 9 artillery 
pieces. 
• Casualties:  Exact numbers are not known, and 
estimates vary.  Fischer reports 232 killed and wounded 
for the British with maybe another 200 to 300 
captured.  American losses were likely 31-37 killed, 
upwards of 37 wounded, and 1 captured. 
• At the time of the battle, Princeton University was 
known as the College of New Jersey. The name was 

changed to Princeton University in 1896. 
• The Continental Congress convened in Nassau Hall from June 30, 1783, to November 4, 

1783.  Congress moved here from Philadelphia to avoid the risk of mutinous Continental army 
officers in and near Philadelphia. 
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www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/the-revolutionary-war/washingtons-revolutionary-
war-battles/the-trenton-princeton-campaign/10-facts-about-the-battle-of-princeton/ 
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Oregon Compatriot E-newsletter 
Feb 27, 1776 
Revolutionaries drive the loyalists from Moore's Creek Bridge 
 

Battle of Moores Creek Bridge 
by Daniel W. Barefoot, 2006. 

Moores Creek National 
Battlefield. Photo courtesy of 
the National Park Service. 

Fought in present 
southwestern Pender County 
on 27 Feb. 1776, the 
engagement at Moores Creek 
Bridge was the first battle of 
the American Revolution to 
take place in North Carolina. 
In early January 1776 exiled 
Governor Josiah Martin 
received notification from 
London that his plan to 

restore royal authority in North Carolina had been approved. Two commands of British regulars, one 
composed of seven regiments under Lord Charles Cornwallis and the other made up of 2,000 troops led by 
Sir Henry Clinton, would sail from Ireland and New England, respectively, and converge on the Lower 
Cape Fear River near Brunswick Town. There they would be joined by an army of Loyalists who would 
assist in putting down the rebellion. 

On 10 Jan. 1776 Martin issued a call for loyal subjects to serve as troops and a proclamation ordering the 
Royal Standard to be raised in North Carolina. By mid-February approximately 1,600 Highland Scots and 
other Loyalists had assembled at Cross Creek (now Fayetteville). Commanding the troops was Brig. Gen. 
Donald MacDonald, a veteran of the Battle of Bunker Hill. 

As the Loyalist forces finalized preparations for their march toward Wilmington, Col. James Moore, 
commander of the Patriot army in southeastern North Carolina, masterminded a strategy to foil 
MacDonald's rendezvous with the British regulars. When MacDonald began his advance on 21 February, 
Moore was able to block the initial route taken by the Highlanders. MacDonald altered his movement by 
crossing the Cape Fear River en route to Corbett's Ferry on the Black River. There he anticipated slipping 
past the militiamen of Col. Richard Caswell; his army would then proceed over the bridge at Moore's Creek 
and hasten on to Wilmington. 

When Moore learned that MacDonald had won the race to Corbett's Ferry, he ordered Caswell's force to 
Moore's Creek, where they were joined by additional Patriot troops under Col. Alexander Lillington.  
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Caswell and Lillington found that the narrow bridge, located on a sand bar, offered an excellent defensive 
position. Situated at the highest elevation in the area, the bridge crossed the dark, swampy creek at a place 
where the waterway was 50 feet wide and 3 feet deep. Also known at the time as Widow Moore's Creek 
because it flowed past land owned by widow Elizabeth Moore, the creek flowed into the Black River about 
ten miles above the river's confluence with the Cape Fear. 

On the night of 26 February, Caswell manned the west bank of the creek with 800 soldiers while Lillington 
stationed 150 men near a slightly elevated knoll on the east bank. Moore positioned his 1,000 troops 
between Moore's Creek and Wilmington. While the Patriot forces assumed their defensive positions, 
MacDonald convened a council of war with his officers at his camp about six miles from Caswell on the 
same side of the creek. The decision was made to attack, but MacDonald fell ill, and command of the 
Highlanders devolved to Lt. Col. Donald McLeod. 

At 1:00 a.m. on 27 February McLeod put his 1,500-man army on the march through the swamps in bone-
chilling temperatures. After struggling through the wilderness for hours, the Highlanders caught sight of 
Caswell's camp, which had been abandoned during the night. To deceive the enemy, Caswell had left his 
campfires burning while he moved his force to the east bank. Following the night crossing, the Patriots had 
removed the planks from the bridge, greased the girders, and positioned artillery to cover the road and 
bridge. 

At Caswell's abandoned camp, McLeod's troops regrouped and waited for daybreak to pursue the rebel 
army, which they thought was in retreat. But to the contrary, nearly 1,000 Whig soldiers were waiting across 
the bridge. The stillness of the swamp was broken at sunrise when 500 Highlanders, broadswords in hand, 
stormed toward the bridge. Bagpipes played in the background as the attackers shouted, "King George and 
broadswords!" Only a few Highlanders managed to make their way over the slippery remnants of the bridge, 
and they fell rapidly from the heavy fire coming from the Patriot breastworks. Within three minutes, the 
battle was over. About 70 Highlanders were killed or wounded. Among the dead was McLeod, a 
bridegroom of only a few weeks. The officer's body was riddled with 9 bullets and 24 swan shot. About 
850 soldiers were taken prisoner, including General MacDonald, who was captured in his tent. The booty 
claimed by the victorious Patriots was substantial: 150 swords, 1,500 rifles, and £15,000. In the battle, the 
Whigs lost only one man, John Grady, who died four days later. 

Called the "Lexington and Concord of the South," the Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge was significant for 
several reasons: it marked the permanent end of royal authority in North Carolina, it prompted the 
Provincial Congress meeting at Halifax on 12 Apr. 1776 to instruct North Carolina's delegation to the 
Continental Congress in Philadelphia to vote for independence, and it prevented the British from seizing 
control of the South at the onset of the war. The site of the battle, including the reconstructed bridge, has 
been preserved within Moore's Creek National Military Park. The 86-acre complex, operated by the federal 
government since 1926, is located one mile southwest of Currie. 

References:  
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America250 “Minute” 
 
Oregon Compatriot E-newsletter 
March 5, 1770 
Boston Massacre 
 

The Boston Massacre 
 In June 1767, Parliament passed the Townshend 
Acts, which levied import duties on articles 
including tea, lead, glass, paint, and paper and 
established a Board of Customs Commissioners for 
America to be stationed in Boston. Bostonians 
protested the import duties by encouraging 
nonimportation and nonconsumption movements in 
the colonies. In February 1768, the customs 
commissioners asked Parliament to guarantee their 
safety as they carried out their duties in Boston. 
Troops began arriving in October of that year. Many 
Bostonians resented the presence of the standing 
army in their town, and patriot leaders made 
concerted efforts to feed the population's animosity 
toward the soldiers. 

As the nonimportation movement falters in January 
and February of 1770, some Bostonians take it upon 
themselves to discourage merchants from selling 
British goods. Importers' stores are vandalized, and 
customers bullied. On 22 February, eleven-year-old 
Christopher Seider is slain as irate customs informer 
Ebenezer Richardson fires into a crowd. Patriots 

ensure that Seider becomes a young martyr in the war against import duties.  

By the winter of 1770, civilians are clashing more and more frequently with the soldiers of the Fourteenth 
and Twenty-ninth Regiments, the last troops remaining in Boston. (Other regiments had been previously 
relocated.) After a series of clashes between soldiers and workers at John Gray's ropewalks during the 
weekend of 2 March, Bostonians are predicting additional trouble. On the evening of 5 March, a lone sentry 
posted in front of the Customs House is hassled by a group of young men. As the crowd swells, Captain 
Thomas Preston leads seven soldiers from the Twenty-ninth Regiment to reinforce the sentry, but he cannot 
persuade the crowd to disperse. Amidst the noise and confusion, shots are fired; three civilians are killed 
and two more are mortally wounded. Within hours of the episode, Captain Preston and his men are in jail, 
and townspeople are demanding that the troops be removed from Boston. Newspapers scramble to report 
the news of the tumultuous week and its capstone event.  
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Tories and patriots immediately blame each other for the confrontation, and both sides begin collecting 
depositions to support their points of view. The Tories strike first, and their account and depositions are 
sent to England on 16 March. Not content to let military officials talk for him, Preston speaks out from his 
jail cell. Patriot leaders, meanwhile, stage their own propaganda attack. A town-appointed committee drafts 
a narrative implying that the incident was the result of a sinister plot. Paul Revere markets an engraving 
that vividly depicts a bloody massacre, while others commemorate the "tragical scene" in verse.  

Patriot leaders call for an immediate trial, but Lieutenant Governor Thomas Hutchinson, knowing that 
townspeople are demanding an eye for an eye, hopes to push the trials into the summer. The trials are 
ultimately delayed until fall, but in the intervening months, Richardson is tried in the death of young Seider 
and found guilty of murder.  

John Adams, Robert Auchmuty Jr., and Josiah Quincy Jr. are retained to defend Preston and his men. Robert 
Treat Paine and Samuel Quincy (brother of Josiah) will prosecute. Lieutenant Governor Thomas 
Hutchinson, also chief justice of the Superior Court of Judicature, declines to preside at the trials. Benjamin 
Lynde serves in his place. Preston's trial opens on 24 October 1770, and a few days later the jury reaches a 
surprise verdict: not guilty. Preston's men are tried separately beginning 27 November 1770. Adams 
prepares a complicated defense, and six of the soldiers are found not guilty; two others are found guilty of 
manslaughter but escape the death penalty.  

Quiet settles over Boston following the trials. Writing under the pseudonym "Vindex," Samuel Adams 
attempts to retry Preston and the soldiers through a series of newspaper articles, but his writings fail to 
rouse public sentiment as he had hoped. Adams does succeed in turning 5 March into a day of mourning, 
and commemorative orations are delivered in Boston each year through 1784. Years later, John Adams 
looks back at the events of 1770, believing that justice had prevailed.  

www.masshist.org/revolution/massacre.php 
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America250 “Minute” 
 
Oregon Compatriot E-newsletter 
April 19, 1775 
Lexington & Concord 
 

Lexington and Concord 
 

Ready to fight at a moment's notice, minutemen began fighting 
early in the American Revolution. Their efforts at Lexington 
and Concord inspired many patriots to take up arms against 
Britain. 

Britain's General Gage had a secret plan. 

During the wee hours of April 19, 1775, he would send out 
regiments of British soldiers quartered in Boston. Their 
destinations were Lexington, where they would capture 
Colonial leaders Sam Adams and John Hancock, then 

Concord, where they would seize gunpowder. 

But spies and friends of the Americans leaked word of Gage's plan. 

Two lanterns hanging from Boston's North Church informed the countryside that the British were going to 
attack by sea. A series of horseback riders — men such as Paul Revere, William Dawes and Dr. Samuel 
Prescott — galloped off to warn the countryside that the Regulars (British troops) were coming. 

Regulars 

It is a myth that Revere and other riders shouted, "The British are coming!" This warning would have 
confused a good many of the Americans living in the countryside who still considered themselves British. 
The Regulars were known to be British soldiers. 
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We set off for Concord, and were overtaken by a young 
gentleman named Prescot, who belonged to Concord, 
and was going home. When we had got about halfway 
from Lexington to Concord, the other two stopped at a 
house to awake the men, I kept along ....  

In an instant I saw four of them, who rode up to me with 
their pistols in their bands, said ''G---d d---n you, stop. If 
you go an inch further, you are a dead man.'' 
Immediately Mr. Prescot came up. We attempted to get 
through them, but they kept before us, and swore if we 
did not turn in to that pasture, they would blow our brains 
out, (they had placed themselves opposite to a pair of 
bars and had taken the bars down). They forced us in. 
When we had got in, Mr. Prescot said "Put on!" He took 
to the left, I to the right ... 

Just as I reached it, out started six officers, seized my 
bridle, put their pistols to my breast, ordered me to 
dismount, which I did. 

– Paul Revere, "Account of Midnight Ride to Lexington" 
(1775) 

 
 

 

 

Lexington and the Minutemen 

The first battle of the war, Lexington marked the beginning of 
the American Revolution. Although Lexington and Concord 
were considered British military victories, they gave a moral 
boost to the American colonists. 

Word spread from town to town, and militias prepared to 
confront the British and help their neighbors in Lexington and 
Concord. 

These Colonial militias had originally been organized to 
defend settlers from civil unrest and attacks by French or 

Native Americans. Selected members of the militia were called minutemen because they could be ready to 
fight in a minute's time. 
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Sure enough, when the advance guard of nearly 240 British soldiers arrived in Lexington, they found about 
70 minutemen formed on the Lexington Green awaiting them. Both sides eyed each other warily, not 
knowing what to expect. Suddenly, a bullet buzzed through the morning air. 

It was "the shot heard round the world." 

Concord 

Thomas Gage was appointed commander in chief of all British forces in North 
America in 1763. 

The numerically superior British killed seven Americans on Lexington Green and 
marched off to Concord with new regiments who had joined them. But American 
militias arriving at Concord thwarted the British advance. 

As the British retreated toward Boston, new waves of Colonial militia intercepted 
them. Shooting from behind fences and trees, the militias inflicted over 125 

casualties, including several officers. The ferocity of the encounter surprised both sides. 

Lt. Col. Smith's Report to Gen. Gage 

In obedience to your Excellency's commands, I marched on the evening of the 18th inst. with the corps of 
grenadiers and light infantry for Concord, to execute your Excellency's orders with respect to destroying 
all ammunition, artillery, tents, &c., collected there, which was effected, having knocked off the trunnions 
of three pieces of iron ordnance, some new gun carriages, a great number of carriage wheels burnt, a 
considerable quantity of flour, some gunpowder and musket balls, with other small articles thrown into the 
river. Notwithstanding we marched with the utmost expedition and secrecy, we found the country had 
intelligence or strong suspicion of our coming, and fired many signal guns, and rung the alarm bells 
repeatedly; and were informed, when at Concord, that some cannon had been taken out of the town that 
day, that others, with some stores, had been carried three days before ....  

I think it proper to observe, that when I had got some miles on the march from Boston, I detached six light 
infantry companies to march with all expedition to seize the two bridges on different roads beyond Concord. 
On these companies' arrival at Lexington, I understand, from the report of Major Pitcairn, who was with 
them, and from many officers, that they found on a green close to the road a body of the country people 
drawn up in military order, with arms and accoutrements, and, as appeared after, loaded; and that they had 
posted some men in a dwelling and Meeting-house. Our troops advanced towards them, without any 
intention of injuring them, further than to inquire the reason of their being thus assembled, and, if not 
satisfactory, to have secured their arms; but they in confusion went off, principally to the left, only one of 
them fired before he went off, and three or four more jumped over a wall and fired from behind it among 
the soldiers; on which the troops returned it, and killed several of them. They likewise fired on the soldiers 
from the Meeting and dwelling-house. We had one man wounded, and Major Pitcairn's horse shot in two 
places. Rather earlier than this, on the road, a country man from behind a wall had snapped his piece at 
Lieutenants Adair and Sutherland, but it flashed and did not go off. After this we saw some in the woods, 
but marched on to Concord without anything further happening. While at Concord we saw vast numbers 
assembling in many parts; at one of the bridges they marched down, with a very considerable body, on the 
light infantry posted there. On their coming pretty near, one of our men fired on them, which they returned; 
on which an action ensued, and some few were killed and wounded. In this affair, it appears that after the 
bridge was quitted, they scalped and otherwise ill-treated one or two of the men who were either killed or  
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severely wounded, being seen by a party that marched by soon after. At Concord we found very few 
inhabitants in the town; those we met with both Major Pitcairn and myself took all possible pains to 
convince that we meant them no injury, and that if they opened their doors when required to search for 
military stores, not the slightest mischief would be done. We had opportunities of convincing them of our 
good intentions, but they were sulky; and one of them even struck Major Pitcairn. On our leaving Concord 
to return to Boston, they began to fire on us from behind the walls, ditches, trees, etc., which, as we marched, 
increased to a very great degree, and continued without the intermission of five minutes altogether, for, I 
believe, upwards of eighteen miles; so that I can't think but it must have been a preconcerted scheme in 
them, to attack the King's troops the first favourable opportunity that offered, otherwise, I think they could 
not, in so short a time as from our marching out, have raised such a numerous body, and for so great a space 
of ground. Notwithstanding the enemy's numbers, they did not make one gallant effort during so long an 
action, though our men were so very much fatigued, but kept under cover. 

– Lieutenant Colonel Smith, 10th Regiment of Foot, letter to General Gage (April 22, 1775) 

The first bloodshed at Lexington and Concord, marked the crossing of a threshold, and the momentum from 
these events pushed both sides farther apart. Following the battles, neither the British nor the Americans 
knew what to expect next. 

Indignation against the British ran high in the Colonies — for they had shed American blood on American 
soil. Radicals such as Sam Adams took advantage of the bloodshed to increase tensions through propaganda 
and rumor-spreading. The Americans surrounded the town of Boston, and the rebel army started gaining 
many new recruits. 

During the battles of Lexington and Concord, 73 British soldiers had been killed and 174 wounded; 26 were 
missing. Lord Percy, who led the British back into Boston after the defeat suffered at Concord, wrote back 
to London, "Whoever looks upon them [the Rebels] as an irregular mob will be much mistaken." Three 
British major generals — William Howe, Henry Clinton, and "Gentleman Johnny" Burgoyne — were 
brought to Boston to lend their expertise and experience to the situation. 

 

www.ushistory.org/us/11c.asp 
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The Tea Act: The Catalyst of the Boston Tea Party 
The Tea Act, passed by Parliament on May 10, 1773, granted the 
British East India Company Tea a monopoly on tea sales in the 
American colonies. This was what ultimately compelled a group 
of Sons of Liberty members on the night of December 16, 1773 to 
disguise themselves as Mohawk Indians, board three ships 
moored in Boston Harbor, and destroy over 92,000 pounds of tea. 
The Tea Act was the final straw in a series of unpopular policies 
and taxes imposed by Britain on her American colonies. The 
policy ignited a “powder keg” of opposition and resentment 
among American colonists and was the catalyst of the Boston Tea 
Party. The passing of the Tea Act imposed no new taxes on the 
American colonies. The tax on tea had existed since the passing 
of the 1767 Townshend Revenue Act. Along with tea, the 
Townshend Revenue Act also taxed glass, lead, oil, paint, and 
paper. Due to boycotts and protests, the Townshend Revenue 
Act’s taxes were repealed on all commodities except tea in 1770. 
The tea tax was kept in order to maintain Parliament’s right to tax 
the colonies. The Tea Act was not intended to anger American 
colonists, instead it was meant to be a bailout policy to get the 

British East India Company out of debt. The British East India Company was suffering from massive 
amounts of debts incurred primarily from annual contractual payments due to the British government 
totaling £400,000 per year. Additionally, the British East India Company was suffering financially as a 
result of unstable political and economic issues in India, and European markets were weak due to debts 
from the French and Indian War among other things. Besides the tax on tea which had been in place since 
1767, what fundamentally angered the American colonists about the Tea Act was the British East India 
Company’s government sanctioned monopoly on tea. 

The Tea Act…was what ultimately compelled a group of Sons of Liberty 
on the night of December 16, 1773, to disguise themselves as Mohawk Indians, board three ships moored 
in Boston Harbor, and destroy over 92,000 pounds of British East India Company tea. 

Provisions of the Tea Act 

Prior to the Tea Act, the British East India Company Tea was required to exclusively sell its tea at auction 
in London. This required the British East India Company to pay a tax per pound of tea sold which added to 
the company’s financial burdens. The Tea Act aborted this restriction and granted the British East India 
Company license to export their tea to the American colonies. This opened up the British East India 
Company’s markets to the lucrative American colonies. Additionally, under the Tea Act, duties Britain 
charged on tea shipped to the American colonies would be waived or refunded upon sale. 
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With the passing of the Tea Act, the seventeen million 
pounds of unsold surplus tea the British East India 
Company owned could be sold to markets in the 
American colonies.  
 
The Boston Tea-Party, 1888. New York Public Library.  

Seventeen Million Pounds of Unsold Tea 

With the passing of the Tea Act, the seventeen million 
pounds of unsold surplus tea the British East India 
Company owned could be sold to markets in the 
American colonies. The tea was to be shipped to the 
American colonies and sold at a reduced rate. The 

Townshend Revenue Act tea tax remained in place despite proposals to have it waived. American colonists 
were outraged over the tea tax, which had existed since the 1767 Townshend Revenue Act and did not get 
repealed like the other taxes in 1770 and believed the Tea Act was a tactic to gain colonial support for the 
tax already enforced. The direct sale of tea by agents of the British East India Company to the American 
colonies undercut the business of colonial merchants. Prior to the Tea Act, colonial merchants purchased 
tea directly from British markets or smuggled from illegal markets. They then shipped it back to the colonies 
for resale. Outraged that American merchants were undercut, colonists initially in Philadelphia and New 
York refused the British East India Company tea to be offloaded and sent the ships back to England. In 
many colonial ports to protest the Tea Act, the shipment of British East India Company tea was unloaded 
and left untouched on the docks to rot. The Beaver, Dartmouth, and Eleanor arrived in Boston in late 
November to the middle of December 1773. The colonists, led by the Sons of Liberty, wanted the ships to 
return to England, and refused the unloading of the ships’ cargo of tea. Lieutenant Governor and Chief 
Justice of Massachusetts, Thomas Hutchinson, refused to let the ships return to England and held the 
Beaver, Dartmouth, and Eleanor in Boston Harbor until matters could be resolved and the tea offloaded. 
The framework for the Boston Tea Party was set, and on December 16, 1773, 340 chests of British East 
India Company Tea were dumped into Boston Harbor by the Sons of Liberty. 

www.bostonteapartyship.com/the-tea-act 
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Bunker Hill/Breed’s Hill 
 

This map shows details of the 1775-76 siege of Boston and outlines 
Bunker Hill and Breed's Hill on the Charlestown Peninsula. 

On the night of June 16, 1775, a detail of American troops 
acting under orders from Artemas Ward moved out of their 
camp, carrying picks, shovels, and guns. They entrenched 
themselves on a rise located on Charleston Peninsula 
overlooking Boston. Their destination: Bunker Hill. 

From this hill, the rebels could bombard the town and British 
ships in Boston Harbor. But Ward's men misunderstood his 
orders. They went to Breed's Hill by mistake and entrenched 
themselves there — closer to the British position. 

Cannon for Breakfast 

The next morning, the British were stunned to see Americans 
threatening them. In the 18th century, British military custom 
demanded that the British attack the Americans, even though 
the Americans were in a superior position militarily (the 
Americans had soldiers and cannon pointing down on the 

British).  

William Howe was the commander in chief of the British army at the 
Battle of Bunker Hill. 

Major General William Howe, leading the British forces, could have 
easily surrounded the Americans with his ships at sea, but instead chose 
to march his troops uphill. Howe might have believed that the 
Americans would retreat in the face of a smashing, head-on attack. 

He was wrong. 

His Majesty's ships opened fire on the Americans. Early in the 
afternoon, 28 barges of British soldiers crossed the Charles River and  
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stormed the hills. The Americans waited until the British were within 15 paces, and then unleashed a bloody 
fusillade. Scores of British troops were killed or wounded; the rest retreated down the hill. 

Again, the British rushed the hill in a second wave. And again they retreated, suffering a great number of 
casualties. 

By the time the third wave of British charged the hill, the Americans were running low on ammunition. 
Hand-to-hand fighting ensued. The British eventually took the hill, but at a great cost. Of the 2,300 British 
soldiers who had gone through the ordeal, 1,054 were either killed or wounded. 

 
 

 

 

Dear and Hon'd Mother ... 

Friday the 16 of June we were orderd on parade at six 'o 
Clock, with one days provision and Blankets ready for a 
March somewhere, but we knew not where but we 
readily and cheerfully obey'd, ... 

[W]e march'd down, on to Charleston Hill against Copts 
hill in Boston, where we entrench'd & made a Fort ... we 
work'd there undiscovered till about five in the Morning, 
when we saw our danger, being against Ships of the 
Line, and all Boston fortified against us, The danger we 
were in made us think there was treachery and that we 
were brought there to be all slain, and I must and will say 
that there was treachery oversight or presumption in the 
Conduct of our Officers, for about 5 in the morning, we 
not having more than half our fort done, they began to 
fire (I suppose as soon as they had orders) pretty briskly 
for a few minutes, then ceas'd but soon begun again, and 
fird to the number of twenty minutes, (they killd but one 
of our Men) then ceas'd to fire till about eleven oClock 
when they began to fire as brisk as ever, which caus'd 
many of our young Country people to desert, 
apprehending the danger in a clearer manner than others 
who were more diligent in digging, & fortifying 
ourselves against them. 

– Peter Brown, letter to his mother (June 25, 1775) 
Massachusetts Historical Society 
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On July 2, 1775, George Washington rode into Cambridge, Massachusetts, to take command of the new 
American army. He had a formidable task ahead of him. He needed to establish a chain of command and 
determine a course of action for a war — if there would be a war. 

Why Washington 

Washington was one of the few Americans of the era to have military experience. He had served with 
distinction in the French and Indian War. 

Washington was also a southerner. Politicians from the north (such as John Adams) recognized that, for the 
Americans to have any shot at defeating the British, all regions of the country would have to be involved. 
The uprising had to be more than just New England agitation. 

In London, the news of Bunker Hill convinced the king that the situation in the Colonies had escalated into 
an organized uprising and must be treated as a foreign war. Accordingly, he issued a Proclamation of 
Rebellion. 

This Means War 

British general William Howe ordered his troops to cross the 
Charles River and attack the American troops atop Bunker 
Hill. 

The British had taken the initiative, but they, like Washington, 
needed to establish a plan of action. How did they plan to win 
the war? With the help of loyal colonials! "There are many 
inhabitants in every province well affected to Government, 
from whom no doubt we shall have assistance," General Howe 
wrote. But he hedged: the Loyalists could not rally "until His 
Majesty's armies have a clear superiority by a decisive 

victory." 

The general needed a showdown. But first he needed supplies, reinforcements, and a scheme to suppress 
the rebels. Almost 11 months after the shots at Bunker Hill were fired, Howe departed Boston and moved 
north to Nova Scotia to wait and plan. 

He did win decisive victories later, but his assumption that the Loyalists would rally behind him was simply 
wrong. 

www.ushistory.org/us/11d.asp 
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Washington takes command of Continental Army   
 

Washington takes command of Continental 
Army in 1775 

Before the American colonies even made their 
declaration of independence, the Second 
Continental Congress gathered together in 
Philadelphia 238 years ago to formally create a 
standing Army. 

The next day, June 15, 1775, Congress chose 
George Washington, a Virginian, to be commander 
in chief. Washington's military experience was 
perhaps greater than that of any other American, 
and he came from the largest and arguably the most 
important of the southern colonies. His impressive 
appearance, quiet and confident manner, and good 
work in the military committees of Congress had 
impressed his compatriots. 

Washington himself recognized, when he accepted the command, that he lacked the requisite experience 
and knowledge in handling large groups of men. His entire military experience had been in frontier warfare 
during the French and Indian War, though he had commanded a brigade of troops from several colonies 
during the capture of Fort Duquesne. He was the only native-born American up to that time to command a 
force that size. Experience gained as a political leader in his native Virginia and in directing the business 
affairs of his large plantation at Mount Vernon also stood him in good stead. 

Washington brought to command traits of character and abilities as a leader that in the end more than 
compensated for his lack of European military experience. Among these qualities were a determination and 
a steadfastness of purpose rooted in an unshakable conviction of the righteousness of the American cause, 
a scrupulous sense of honor and duty, and a dignity that inspired respect and confidence in those around 
him. Conscious of his own defects, he was always willing to profit by experience. 

The Army of which Washington formally took command on July 3, 1775, he described as "a mixed 
multitude of people under very little discipline, order or government." Out of this mixed multitude, 
Washington set out to create an Army shaped in large part on the British image. Basing his observations on 
his experience with British regulars during the French and Indian War, he wrote: "Discipline is the soul of 
an army. It makes small numbers formidable; procures success to the weak and esteem to all." 
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Washington and his staff made strenuous efforts to halt the random comings and goings of officers and men 
and to institute regular roll calls and strength returns. Suspicious of the "leveling" tendencies of the New 
Englanders, Washington made the distinction between officers and enlisted men more rigid. He introduced 
various punishments such as the lash, pillory, wooden horse, and drumming out of camp along with courts-
martials. 

While establishing discipline in the existing army, Washington had at the same time to form a new one 
enlisted directly in the Continental service. Out of conferences with a congressional committee that visited 
camp in September 1775 emerged a plan for such an army, composed of 26 regiments of infantry of 728 
men each, plus one regiment of riflemen and one of artillerymen. In all, 20,372 men became uniformly 
paid, supplied, and administered by the Continental Congress and enlisted to the end of the year 1776. The 
general by his choice received no pay throughout the Revolution. 

It was a decent plan on paper; but Washington soon found he could not carry it out. Both officers and men 
resisted a reorganization that cut across the lines of the locally organized units in which they were 
accustomed to serve. The men saw as their first obligation their families and farms at home, and they were 
reluctant to re-enlist for another year's service. 

Washington also had to maintain the siege of Boston and overcome his deficiencies in supply. In these 
efforts he was more successful. Congress and the individual colonies sponsored voyages to the West Indies, 
where the French and Dutch had conveniently exported quantities of war materials. Washington put some 
of his troops on board ship and with an improvised navy succeeded in capturing numerous British supply 
ships. 

He sent Col. Henry Knox, later to be his chief of Artillery, to Forts Ticonderoga; and Knox in the winter of 
1775-1776. Knox brought some 50 pieces of captured cannon to Cambridge, Mass., over poor or 
nonexistent roads in icebound New York and New England. By March 1776, despite deficiencies in the 
number of continentals, Washington was ready to close in on Boston. 

On March 4, 1776, he moved onto Dorchester Heights and emplaced his newly acquired artillery in position 
to menace the city; a few days later he fortified Nook's Hill, standing still closer in. On March 17 the British 
moved out. 

Maj. Gen. William Howe, who succeeded Maj. Gen. Thomas Gage in command, had concluded long since 
that Boston was a poor strategic base and intended to stay only until the transports arrived to take his army 
to Halifax in Nova Scotia to regroup and await reinforcements. 

Nevertheless, Washington's maneuvers hastened his departure, and the reoccupation of Boston was an 
important psychological victory for the Americans, balancing the disappointments of the Canadian 
campaign. The stores of cannon and ammunition the British were forced to leave behind were a welcome 
addition to the meager American arsenal and helped win the revolution. 

www.army.mil/article/40819/washington_takes_command_of_continental_army_in_1775 
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Battle of Bennington 
In the summer of 1777, Gen. John Burgoyne’s army moved south from Canada as part of the 
overall British strategy to divide New England from the rest of the rebellious American colonies. 
The British commander’s army was slowed by poor roads as well as trees and other obstacles 
strewn along the route by the Americans. Burgoyne’s supply line was stretched thin, forcing the 
general to explore opportunities to replenish his forces. When Burgoyne learned of horses and 
supplies in Bennington, Vermont – south of his position and east of the Hudson River – the 55-
year-old commander divided his army, sending German, British, Loyalist, and Native American 
forces toward Bennington under the leadership of Lt. Col. Friedrich Baum. 

As Baum’s troops moved southeast, local militia units learned of his activity and began to 
prepare for action as the bulk of the American forces in the area pulled back under attack by 
Burgoyne’s vanguard. Baum sent couriers to Burgoyne asking for reinforcements as additional 
intelligence indicated a force of militiamen – he referred to them as “uncouth militia” – gathered 
to stop him. 

American forces were led by Gen. John Stark, a hero of the 
Battle of Bunker Hill and a veteran of the Battle of 
Trenton. When Stark sent out calls for additional forces to 
rally to his side, a Continental Army regiment led by 
highly respected Col. Seth Warner was among the forces 
that responded. Loyalists also assembled in support of 
Baum. Finally, on August 16, 1777, after a day of non-stop 
rain, Baum’s command was attacked by over a thousand 
American militiamen in Walloomsac, New York, about 10 
miles from Bennington. 

Hoping that poor weather might delay an American advance and that reinforcements from 
Burgoyne would soon arrive, Baum’s troops constructed a series of breastworks on a hill. When 
the weather cleared on the afternoon of August 16, the Americans made their move. To inspire 
his men, Stark reportedly proclaimed, "There are your enemies, the Red Coats and the Tories. 
They are ours, or this night Molly Stark sleeps a widow." Unfortunately for Baum, he was duped 
by men entering his camp professing to be Loyalist recruits. Some of them turned out to be 
Stark’s militiamen, whose aim was to gather intelligence and report back to their commander. 

After heavy fighting, American forces were able to breach their enemy’s defenses. Stark later 
claimed it was “the hottest engagement I have ever witnessed, resembling a continual clap of  
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thunder." For some combatants, the fight was personal. It was a desperate struggle; former 
friends who had grown up together in Vermont or the surrounding area found themselves facing 
off with each other. 

A century later, a romanticized tale, known as the "Glick" account, reportedly written by a 
German veteran of the battle, gained popularity and currency in retellings of the battle. “For a 
few seconds the scene which ensued defies all power of language to describe,” he recalled. “The 
bayonet, the butt of the rifle, the sabre, the pike were in full play as men fell, as they rarely fall in 
modern war, under the direct blows of their enemies.” 

Within a short period of time, Patriot forces had Baum and his men surrounded. Baum himself 
was mortally wounded leading his Germans in dogged resistance on the knoll, where they were 
overrun. Many of his Native and Loyalist allies fled in the heat of the battle. 

The battle continued until nightfall when darkness brought the battle to a halt. Unfortunately for 
Baum, his reinforcements arrived just after the battle. Burgoyne’s detachment suffered more than 
200 dead and seriously wounded; more than 700 were taken prisoner or missing. American 
casualties were about 70. 

The defeat put a major strain on Burgoyne’s army, which, in addition to the casualties suffered, 
never secured the provisions the British commander needed. Burgoyne's Native American allies 
lost confidence in him and his mission and left his army to fend for itself in the New York 
wilderness – deprived of its best-scouting forces. The Battle of Bennington was the precursor to 
the defeat of Burgoyne’s army two months later at Saratoga, turning the tide of war in favor of 
the Americans. 

www.battlefields.org/learn/revolutionary-war/battles/bennington 
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Treaty of Paris Signed 
 

Treaty of Paris, 1783 
The Treaty of Paris was signed by U.S. and British Representatives on September 3, 1783, ending the War 
of the American Revolution. Based on a1782 preliminary treaty, the agreement recognized U.S. 
independence and granted the U.S. significant western territory. The 1783 Treaty was one of a series of 
treaties signed at Paris in 1783 that also established peace between Great Britain and the allied nations of 
France, Spain, and the Netherlands.  

The 1781 U.S. victory at the Battle of Yorktown made peace talks where British negotiators were willing 
to consider U.S. independence a possibility. Eighteenth-century British parliamentary governments tended 
to be unstable and depended on both a majority in the House of Commons and the good favor of the King. 
Thus, when news of Yorktown reached London, the parliamentary opposition succeeded in overthrowing 
the embattled government led by Frederick North, Lord North.  

However, the new government, led by Charles Watson-Wentworth, Marquess of Rockingham, was not 
much more stable than the previous one. The strong personalities of its ministers led to internal conflicts 
between them and King George III. Rockingham died in July of 1782, and he was succeeded by William 
Petty Fitzmaurice, Earl of Shelburne. Lord Shelburne’s government wanted to seek peace but hoped to 
avoid recognizing U.S. independence. However, the war had been expensive, and Britain faced a formidable 
alliance, fighting the combined forces of France, Spain, and the Netherlands, in addition to the rebellious 
colonists.  

Shelburne and other British diplomats had pursued a strategy of trying to drive the alliance apart by entering 
negotiations for a separate peace with France’s allies. Although such efforts failed with the Netherlands, 
U.S. negotiators were receptive to the idea of separate negotiations, because they saw in such negotiations 
the clearest path to ensuring recognition of U.S. independence in a final peace settlement. The French 
Foreign Minister, Charles Gravier, Comte de Vergennes, approved of separate negotiations, though not of 
a separate peace.  

In the meantime, Anglo-American negotiations had been stalled, owing to internal conflicts in the British 
government and British refusal to recognize U.S. independence as part of the peace settlement. In July of 
1782, Lord Shelburne gave in on the issue of independence, hoping that a generous peace settlement with 
the United States would bring peace with France, the Netherlands, and Spain. However, John Jay objected 
to British refusal to acknowledge the United States as already independent during peace negotiations, so 
the negotiations halted until the fall.  

Anglo-American negotiations entered their final stage in October and November of 1782. The United States 
succeeded in obtaining Newfoundland fishing rights, a western border that extended to the Mississippi with 
rights of navigation (which the Spanish government would later prevent) and, most importantly, British  
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acknowledgement of U.S. independence along with the peaceful withdrawal of British forces. In return for 
these concessions, the agreement contained provisions requiring the U.S. to honor private debts and ensure 
an end to the seizure of Loyalist property. U.S. negotiators John Jay, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and 
Henry Laurens signed a preliminary agreement with British representative Richard Oswald on November 
30, 1782. The agreement would remain informal until the conclusion of a peace agreement between Britain 
and France.  

Franklin disclosed the Anglo-
American agreement to Vergennes, 
who had objections to the manner in 
which it was obtained but was 
willing to accept the agreement as a 
part of broader peace negotiations, 
and agreed to supply the United 
States with another loan that 
Franklin had requested. When 
Spanish forces failed to capture 
Gibraltar, Vergennes was able to 
persuade the Spanish government to 
agree to peace as well. Negotiators 
abandoned an earlier complicated 
plan to redistribute each other’s 
unconquered colonies to one which 
largely preserved existing Spanish 
and French territorial gains. In 
North America, Spain received 
Florida, which it had lost in the 
Seven Years’ War. Spanish, French, British, and American representatives signed a provisional peace treaty 
on January 20, 1783, proclaiming an end to hostilities. The formal agreement was signed at Paris on 
September 3, 1783. The U.S. Confederation Congress ratified the treaty on January 14.  

Although the treaty secured U.S. independence, it left several border regions undefined or in dispute, and 
certain provisions also remained unenforced. These issues would be resolved over the years, though not 
always without controversy, by a series of U.S. agreements with Spain and Britain, including the Jay’s 
Treaty, the Treaty of San Lorenzo, the Convention of 1818, and the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842.  

Despite the unresolved border issues, the U.S. benefited most among the treaty’s signatories, firmly 
securing recognition of its independence from European powers. Although Britain lost its American 
colonies, British global power continued to increase, driven by the economic growth of the early industrial 
revolution. For France, victory came at an enormous financial cost, and attempts to resolve the financial 
crisis would ultimately trigger the French Revolution. 

2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/ar/14313.htm 
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America250 “Minute” 
 
Oregon Compatriot E-newsletter 
October 7, 1780 
King's Mountain, near Blacksburg, South Carolina 
 

The Battle of King's Mountain 
The Battle of Kings Mountain was a military engagement between Patriot and Loyalist militias in South 
Carolina during the Southern Campaign, resulting in a decisive victory for the Patriots. The battle took 
place 9 miles south of the present-day town of Kings Mountain, North Carolina, in what is now rural 
Cherokee County, South Carolina. 

The Patriot militia defeated the Loyalist militia commanded by Major Patrick Ferguson of the 71st Foot. 
Ignoring the participation of Ferguson, the battle has been described as "the war’s largest all-American 
fight". 

  

Ferguson had arrived in North Carolina in early September 1780 to recruit troops for the Loyalist militia 
and protect the flank of Lieutenant General Charles Cornwallis' main force. Ferguson issued a challenge to 
the American militias to lay down their arms or suffer the consequences. In response, the Patriot militias 
led by Benjamin Cleveland, James Johnston, William Campbell, John Sevier, Joseph McDowell and Isaac 
Shelby rallied for an attack on Ferguson. 

Receiving intelligence on the oncoming attack, Ferguson decided to retreat to the safety of Cornwallis' 
army. However, the Patriots caught up with the Loyalists at Kings Mountain near the border with South  
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Carolina. Achieving a complete surprise, the Patriot militiamen attacked and surrounded the Loyalists, 
inflicting heavy casualties. 

After an hour of battle, Ferguson was fatally shot while trying to break the American line, after which his 
men surrendered. Some Patriots gave no quarter until the rebel officers re-established control over their 
men; they were said to be seeking revenge for alleged killings by Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton's 
militiamen at the Battle of Waxhaws, under the slogan "Remember Tarleton's Quarter." 

Although victorious, the Patriots had to retreat quickly from the area for fear of Cornwallis' advance. Later 
they executed nine Loyalist prisoners after a short trial. 

The battle was a pivotal moment in the Southern campaign. The surprising victory of the American patriot 
militia over the Loyalists came after a string of American defeats at the hands of Cornwallis, and greatly 
raised the Patriots' morale. With Ferguson dead and his Loyalist militia destroyed, Cornwallis was forced 
to abandon his plan to invade North Carolina and retreated into South Carolina. 

revolutionarywar.us/year-1780/battle-kings-mountain/ 
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America250 “Minute” 
 
Oregon Compatriot E-newsletter 
Nov 1779-June 1780 
Washington’s Encampment at Morristown 
 

Washington's Encampment at Morristown, New 
Jersey and the "Hard Winter" of 1779-1780 

 
While the Continental Army’s encampment at Valley Forge in the winter of 1777-1778 is one of the most 
well-remembered events in American history, Washington’s encampment in Morristown, New Jersey in 
the winter of 1779-1780 marked another major milestone of the Revolutionary War. The Continental Army 
camped at Morristown for a roughly six-month span from December 1, 1779, to June 22, 1780. Patriot 
reinforcements under a French commander, the Count d’Estaing, failed to recapture the city of Savannah, 
Georgia, or make significant progress along the eastern coast in the summer of 1778. In the north, British 
forces had remained close to New York in the wake of their evacuation from Philadelphia in the same year, 
creating a stalemate between the Redcoats and the main body of the Continental Army. By 1779, the tide 
of war began to shift to the southern colonies. The bulk of Washington’s Army, however, remained in the 
North, and in the winter of 1779-1780, Washington selected Morristown, New Jersey as the location for his 
troops’ winter encampment. 

Located between New York and Philadelphia, Morristown, New Jersey provided a strategic location for 
Washington's Army to make camp. The town was a center for local farming mining, and timber, which 
would later provide Washington’s Army with necessary resources to build winter shelters. As Washington 
wrote to Congress, a camp near Morristown provided a location “compatible with our security which could 
also supply water and wood for covering and fuel.” This was not the first time Washington and his men  

mailto:Web
mailto:oregonsar76@gmail.com


 

  

 

0000 Street., City, State  Zip   Web site URL     Email Address 

Sons of the American Revolution 
Oregon SAR 

 

camped in the Morristown area. Washington had selected Morristown for the Continental Army’s camp in 
the winter of 1776-1777, following the Patriot victories at Trenton and Princeton. During that winter, 
Washington went to work inoculating the army and many of the civilians living in and around the town in 
order to combat the threat of a smallpox epidemic. 

After marching into Morristown in December of 1779, Washington’s troops settled in a mountainous region 
nearby called Jockey Hollow. The Continental soldiers cut down thousands of acres of timber to construct 
a “log house city” of more than a thousand wooden structures which accommodated about twelve men each. 
The site also included parade grounds and officers’ quarters. An estimated 10-12,000 soldiers camped at 
Morristown, although desertions and deaths reduced the number to only about 8,000, and Washington 
claimed that as many as one third of these troops were unfit for duty. In spite of the factors working in the 
site’s favor, the conditions at Morristown would ultimately prove even harsher and more difficult to endure 
than those at Valley Forge several years before. 

While camped at Morristown, Washington had his headquarters in the home of Colonel Jacob Ford, Jr. and 
his wife, Theodosia. During his time at the Ford Mansion, Washington chronicled the intense cold to which 
he and his troops were exposed, describing the winter as “intensely cold and freezing.” Martha Washington 
joined her husband at Morristown in early spring. While the residence was larger than the Potts House in 
which Washington had his headquarters at Valley Forge several years before, the Washingtons shared the 
home with Mrs. Ford and her children, as well as both families’ servants, Washington’s aides de camp, and 
any visitors, making for a crowded space. It was from the Ford’s home that Washington worked to 
overcome the many challenges his army faced during the winter of 1779-1780. 

Extreme cold proved to be one of the army’s greatest trials during the winter at Morristown. Though Valley 
Forge is remembered for its harsh conditions, that winter in Morristown, Washington’s troops faced even 
bitterer cold than they had witnessed in Pennsylvania a few years before. Known as “the hard winter,” the 
season bridging the end of 1779 and early 1780 proved to be one of the coldest on record. Morristown 
received twenty-eight snowfalls during the Continental Army’s residence there, adding to the miserable 
conditions the troops faced in the wake of the shortages of food and supplies. In early January, there was a 
blizzard that lasted for two days, leaving 4 feet of snow in its wake. The temperature often remained below 
freezing, and snowdrifts piled up as soldiers struggled to keep warm with their scanty clothes and blankets. 
The challenges the freezing temperatures presented were only aggravated by the army’s serious lack of 
food and supplies. Shoes, shirts, and blankets were scarce, making conditions even more bleak as soldiers 
sought to fend off hunger and cold. 

Shortages of food and other provisions also posed a constant challenge for the army at Morristown. Fresh 
meat was usually unavailable, and shortages of flour often made bread scarce. Washington noted that the 
soldiers sometimes went “5 or Six days together without bread, at other times as many days without meat, 
and once or twice two or three days without either.” According to some sources, soldiers were so desperate 
for food that they ate tree bark, leather from old shoes, or even dogs, a situation made worse by the fact that 
Morristown was located amidst numerous local farms. Despite their proximity to the farmland, however, 
drought had created shortages in the harvest seasons before, and farmers were often unwilling to give up 
their crops to feed soldiers. Many farmers had cut back the number of acres they were cultivating as the 
war progressed. This was due to the poor prices the Continentals offered for goods. The inclement weather 
added to the difficulty in transporting available supplies to the army. Community members’ reticence to 
offer their support to the Continental Army provided a constant source of frustration for the Commander-
In-Chief. Though Washington was loathe to anger locals by allowing his troops to pillage their farms and 
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fields, he eventually permitted the confiscation of grain and cattle from nearby properties to keep his troops 
from starving. 

During the Revolution, the Continental Congress delegated the responsibility of supplying the army with 
materials and provisions to the thirteen colonies, which oftentimes resulted in empty commissaries. In a 
Circular Letter to the States, written on December 16, 1779, Washington recounted that “The situation of 
the Army with respect to supplies is beyond description alarming, it has been five or six Weeks past on half 
allowance, and we have not three days Bread or a third allowance on hand nor anywhere within reach.” 
Washington voiced his concerns regarding the shortages of food, supplies, and pay for the army, detailing 
the absence of adequate rations and funds for acquiring necessary provisions. According to Washington, 
the Army had “never experienced a like extremity at any period of the War,” signifying his distress over 
the conditions his troops faced. He expressed his fears that without relief, “the Army will infallibly disband 
in a fortnight.” Some historians suggest that this experience with the thirteen colonies during the Revolution 
influenced Washington’s advocacy for a more centralized Federal government during the Constitutional 
Conventions of the late 1780s. 

Financial problems presented another source of difficulty for the Continental Army during the winter 
encampment at Morristown. Following a significant depreciation of colonial currency, the Continental 
Army struggled to find the funds to transport supplies, send messages, or even buy local provisions, whose 
sellers were hesitant to accept the colonial currency that frequently fluctuated in value. Many soldiers had 
not been paid for months, adding to their frustrations, and increasing the risk that they would desert or 
choose not to continue supporting the war effort. Soldiers’ wages were often five to six months late, making 
it difficult to attract new recruits, secure reenlistments, or retain officers who were unable to support their 
families at home on minimal pay. This only added to Washington’s concerns about the fate of his army. 

Worries about mutinies, desertion, and a British attack against the vulnerable Continental Army plagued 
Washington throughout the encampment at Morristown. In the spring, regiments from the Connecticut Line 
staged a mutiny in the camp, retaliating against the delayed wages and shortages of basic supplies. Though 
the small insurrection was quickly put down, it provided a stark reminder of the army’s dissatisfaction and 
demoralized state. 

The Continental Army also saw several important personal and political developments while encamped at 
Morristown. On December 23, 1779, Benedict Arnold, who would later become the most notorious traitor 
of the Revolution, was court-martialed in Morristown, where he was tried for abusing his power as an army 
officer for financial gain. In May of 1780, the Marquis de Lafayette returned to the United States and 
reunited with Washington at the Morristown encampment. After spending the previous year persuading 
France’s king to support the Revolution, the Marquis rejoined the Continental Army bearing good news – 
the French would send a second fleet of ships across the Atlantic to assist the Patriot forces. The 
encampment at Morristown also proved significant for Washington’s right-hand man, Alexander Hamilton, 
who met Elizabeth Schuyler, his future wife, that winter. 

Much like Valley Forge, the winter encampment at Morristown, New Jersey became an important symbol 
of patriotism and persistence in the American Revolution. In perhaps the most severe winter encampment 
of the war, Patriot forces held together, despite conditions that threatened to tear the army apart. In the 
winter of 1779-1780, the Continental Army’s perseverance and determination to overcome the challenges 
they faced prepared them for the campaigns that would eventually secure American Independence. 

www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/washingtons-encampment-morristown-new-jersey-and-hard-winter-
1779-1780 
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America250 “Minute” 
 
Oregon Compatriot E-newsletter 
December 26, 1776 
Washington Crosses Delaware 
 

George Washington Crosses the Delaware 
This key moment of the American Revolution, made iconic in a portrait by Emanuel Leutze, was a major 
victory for General George Washington during the fight for the colonies’ independence. But its artistic 
depiction, a staple in classrooms across the country, does not tell the whole story about what actually 
happened that cold day in December. 

 
 
What would Americans identify as the most memorable moment of the American Revolution? Some might 
choose the “Shot Heard ‘Round the World” at Lexington and Concord in Massachusetts. Others might pick 
General Charles Cornwallis choosing to send a proxy to surrender for him at Yorktown, Virginia, signaling 
victory for the American cause. But for many, it is the image of General George Washington—standing 
with one knee bent at the front of a ship, leading his troops to a surprise attack after crossing the mighty 
Delaware River while an American flag waves majestically over them—that would first come to mind. 
Thanks in part to the popularity of a portrait by Emanuel Leutze, a German-born painter who hoped to 
inspire liberal reforms in his home country during the 1850s, what could have been remembered as a 
footnote in history became one of America’s most iconic moments. Monumental in size (3.8 by 6.5 meters, 
or 12.4 by 21.3 feet), stature, and symbolism, this painting has not only inspired extreme patriotism, but  
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has also perpetuated some common misconceptions about Washington’s surprise raid of Hessian forces. 
 
Washington attacked the Hessian military base (belonging to hired German soldiers who fought for the 
British) in Trenton, New Jersey, on Christmas Day 1776, inspiring new hope for the cause of the Patriot 
Army. Provisions were low, as was morale, during this period. Washington feared more troubles were ahead 
for the Continental Army. As losses mounted for the Americans, it became more difficult to recruit and 
retain soldiers, with many choosing to desert rather than face a cold winter of battle with limited supplies. 
 
Washington understood the importance of a much-needed victory before the year let out, and a 
concentration of around 1,300–1,500 hired Hessians at Trenton became his target. Washington and his men 
(around 2,400, including future president James Monroe) were part of a larger plan that included two other 
crossings, but only his was successful in reaching the Hessians. Still, they arrived in Trenton with plenty of 
artillery and support from Col. Henry Knox, who would be stationed with men at the top of the town. Sailing 
on cargo vessels that ranged from 12 to 18 meters (40 to 60 feet) in length across the frigid icy waters of 
the Delaware, Washington and his soldiers were hit with a harsh rain that turned to a snow-sleet mix by 
midnight. Traveling with heavy artillery, horses, and more men behind him, Washington had support from 
experienced seamen under the command of Col. John Glover at the crossing site. 
 
This is quite the contrast from the image portrayed by Leutze’s painting. Washington’s boat was much 
larger than is painted; the men in the painting’s ship represent a diverse group of 12 soldiers; and the flag 
in the image was not actually designed until after the event took place. Leutze’s work was more of a 
representation of what the event, and Washington, specifically, symbolized. (Although Leutze tried to be 
accurate, he also hoped to inspire a greater purpose). Even with these deviations from the facts, his portrait 
has become intermixed with the history of the moment itself, making it difficult for some to separate reality 
from folklore. 
 
The Hessians were somewhat aware an attack was coming, thanks to the work of British spies and American 
deserters. Although they did not fully expect Washington to attack, they were on alert that it was at least 
possible. Constant false alarms coupled with bad weather conditions gave Washington the surprise opening 
he and his men needed to launch a successful attack, even if it took more time than anticipated. Once the 
Continental Army arrived onshore, their execution was excellent. The Hessians surrendered before morning 
and the Americans sustained few causalities. Stories of this bold, overwhelming American victory grew in 
legend as it reached other colonists who supported rebellion against the British crown. 
 
The morale boost that resulted from Washington’s surprise attack has continued to grow in stature and 
legend in classrooms across the country, in part because of Emanuel Leutze’s painting. Depicted larger in 
size than the other men on the boat, Washington’s stature is representative of the importance he played in 
reigniting the American cause during the war. Painted in the 1850s during a period of unrest and 
sectionalism in the United States, the painting worked to convey a sense of nationalism and served as a 
symbol for unity. Many studies have been done to analyze Leutze’s use of the Stars and Stripes flag or his 
placing of an African American in Washington’s boat. These subtle symbols reinforced the hopes that 
Leutze had for his own country of Germany, while also becoming an instant American icon. Today, the 
portrait hangs in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, continuing to inspire people while 
reminding them of the incredible challenges Washington and his men faced. 
 
education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/george-washington-crosses-delaware 

mailto:Web
mailto:oregonsar76@gmail.com


PUBLISHED BY THE MISSOURI SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION (Data from Wikipedia.com) 
 

BROADSIDE 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Life 
 

Jeremiah O’Brien (1744-1818) was 
the eldest son of Irish immigrants Morris 
and Mary O'Brien. He was born in Kittery, 
Province of Massachusetts Bay in 1744. His 
family moved to Scarborough, Maine and 
settled in Machias, Maine in the 1760s to 
engage in lumbering. Maine had still been a 
part of Massachusetts at the time. 
 

American Revolution 
 

Reports of the battles of Lexington 
and Concord reached Machias in early May 
1775, leading Benjamin Foster to rally 
Machias residents at Job Burnham's tavern. 
Machias merchant captain Ichabod Jones 
sailed ships Unity and Polly to Boston with a 
cargo of lumber and purchased food for sale 
in Machias. British troops encouraged Jones 
to deliver another cargo of lumber for 
construction of their barracks in Boston. 
Admiral Samuel Graves ordered 
HMS Margaretta, under the command of 
James Moore, to accompany Jones' ships to 
discourage interference from Machias 
rebels.  

When the ships reached Machias on 
June 2nd, 1775, James Moore ordered the 
liberty pole removed; and Machias 
townspeople refused to load the lumber. 
Foster plotted to capture the British officers 
when they attended church on June 11th, but 
the British avoided capture and retreated 
downriver aboard Margaretta. On June 12th 
Foster pursued Margaretta aboard 
the packet boat Falmouth. After 
Falmouth ran aground, O'Brien and his five 
brothers, Gideon, John, William, Dennis, 
and Joseph seized the Unity.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Under the command of Jeremiah 
O'Brien, thirty-one townsmen sailed 
aboard Unity armed with guns, swords, axes, 
and pitch forks and captured Margaretta in 
an hour-long battle after Margaretta had 
threatened to bombard the town. John 
O'Brien jumped aboard Margaretta as the 
two ships closed but was forced to jump 
overboard by the British crew. After 
rescuing John, Unity again closed 
Margaretta until their rigging became 
entangled. Unity was bombarded 
by grenades from the British ship, but 
Margaretta surrendered after James Moore 
was mortally wounded. 

This battle is often considered the first 
time British colors were struck to those of 
the United States, even though the 
Continental Navy did not exist at the time. 
The United States Merchant Marine 
claims Unity as its member and this incident 
as their beginning. 
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O'Brien continued as the captain 

of Unity, renamed Machias Liberty, for two 
years, and received the first captain's 
commission in the Massachusetts State 
Navy in 1775. Despite this, his ships fell out 
of commission a year later in the fall of 
1776. 
 After his ships had fallen out of 
commission, O’Brien engaged the Royal 
Navy as a privateer captaining the 
Resolution and eventually the Scarborough, 
a British vessel captured in 1777. O’Brien 
continued to harass the Royal Navy off the 
coast of Massachusetts until he was captured 
aboard the Hannibal in 1780. He was first 
transported to the HMS Jersey, a British 
vessel retrofitted to serve as a prison ship off 
the coast of New York. Despite being 
constructed to compliment 400 sailors, as 
many as 1,200 prisoners were held on the 
ship at a time. These overcrowded 
conditions led to an average of eight deaths 
per day, their bodies being taken ashore and 
buried in mass graves. By the end of the 
war, as many as 20,000 were alleged to have 
died in captivity off the coast of New York.   
 O’Brien managed to survive his time 
aboard the HMS Jersey before being 
transported to Mill Prison, a prison camp in 
British-controlled Plymouth. After suffering 
from considerable hardship, he managed to 
escape the prison and take up arms once 
more.  

Till the end of the war Jeremiah 
O’Brien commanded the Hibernia and the 
Tiger. His commitment to the establishment 
and preservation of the United States of 
America warranted regional attention. This 
commitment was recognized nationally, as 
in 1811 he was appointed by James Madison 
as the federal customs collector for the port 
of Machias. He held this position until his 
death in 1818.  
 

Continued Recognition and Legacy 
 
 Despite not being a household name, 
Jeremiah O’Brien is remembered as a 
representative of patriotism and mettle in the 
United States Navy. Since 1900, five ships 
have been named in his honor as well as the 
O’Brien class of destroyer prominent in 
World War I. The most recent of these ships, 
USS O’Brien (DD-975), was launched in 
1976 and served until its decommissioning 
in 2004. 
 Additionally, the SS Jeremiah 
O’Brien, a World War II Liberty ship, is one 
of the only surviving vessels to have 
participated in the invasion of Normandy 
Beach during D-Day, a fleet that originally 
consisted of almost 7,000 ships. It was 
restored throughout the 1970s is now based 
in San Francisco as a seagoing museum 
ship.  

SS Jeremiah O'Brien circa 2015 

 
 

USS Wasp, a schooner thought to closely resemble the Margaretta 
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Background 

 
The HMS Gaspee was a British 

customs schooner that enforced the 
Navigation Acts, legislation dedicated to 
increasing revenue through embargoes and 
taxes at the expense of the colonies. The 
Navigation Acts became a significant source 
of resentment in the 1760s following the 
implementation of the Sugar Act in 1764. 
Prior to the passage of the Sugar Act, taxes 
imposed by the Navigation Acts were 
largely ignored by the American colonies, 
rendering them useless in regard to revenue 
collection.  

In the face of rising debt on behalf of 
the French and Indian War, Parliament 
passed the Sugar Act to serve as 
enforcement for the previously uncollected 
taxes. Ships belonging to the Royal Navy 
were tasked with patrolling the coast to 
apprehend colonial mariners that sought to 
avoid paying dues pertinent to the Act.  
 

June 9th 

 
 On the evening of June 9th, 1772, the 
HMS Gaspee gave chase to the Hannah, a 
colonial packet ship responsible for 
transporting goods that had been suspected 
of violating the newly enforced Navigation 
Acts. While in pursuit of the fleeting packet 
ship, the Gaspee ran aground at a small 
peninsula in Warwick, Rhode Island, a point 
now aptly named Gaspee Point. The vessel, 
commanded by Lieutenant William 
Dudingston, was unable to free itself from 
the peninsula and thus was to remain in 
place until high tide could sweep it back out 
to sea.  
 News quickly travelled inward to 
Providence as Captain Lindsey, the captain 
of the Hannah, reported the news to a 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
prominent, well-respected merchant, John 
Brown. Brown informed a town crier who 
invited all interested parties to gather at a 
local tavern to plan the destruction of the 
Gaspee.  

A 1969 sketch of the HMS Gaspee 

 
June 10th 

 
 Just prior to sunrise on the morning of 
June 10th, a band of 55 patriots rowed from 
shore to the location of the Gaspee. The 
raiders were met with little resistance as the 
captain and crew of the ship were not 
prepared for conflict. Despite many of the 
patriots being armed with nothing more than 
handspikes, they were quickly able to 
subdue the ship. The capture of the Gaspee 
swift and overwhelming, with some reports 
indicating the men were able to calmly read 
through the ship’s papers without incident or 
rebellion from the crew. The captain, injured 
by a gunshot to the groin, was escorted off 
the ship along with the crew before the 
boarding party set fire to the ship.  
 The ship was burnt to the waterline 
whereupon the powder magazine exploded, 
prompting a spectacle for locals outside 
Providence.  
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Engraving depicting the burning of the Gaspee 

 
Aftermath 

 
 Just days after the loss of his ship, 
Dudingston was arrested for seizure of 
colonial cargo unrelated to his pursuit of the 
Hannah. His commanding officer, Admiral 
Montagu, paid his fine before sending him 
to England to face a court-martial.  
 Previous attacks on British naval 
vessels were seldomly punished with many 
passing without an investigation. However, 
by 1772 the Admiralty was not to ignore the 
destruction of one of its vessels. The Affair 
was to be investigated by the Royal 
Commission of Inquiry consisting of the 
chiefs of supreme courts of Massachusetts, 
New York, and New Jersey, the judge of 
vice-admiralty of Boston, and the Governor 
of Rhode Island. The Commission 
established that anyone suspected of burning 
British ships in relation to the Gaspee Affair 
was to be extradited to Britain to stand trial 
for treason.  
 The prospect of colonists being sent 
to England for trial alarmed many within the 
colonies. In Virginia, the House of 

Burgesses formed an intercolonial 
committee of correspondence to consult 
with similar committees throughout the 
Thirteen Colonies in response to the threat 
of extradition. Reverend John Allen 
preached a sermon warning of greedy 
monarchs and corrupt judges which was 
printed seven times across four colonial 
cities, making it one of the most circulated 
pamphlets in Colonial America. The 
pamphlets are thought to be a primary cause 
in awakening the previously inactive Whigs, 
the group responsible for a series of 
conflicts which culminated in the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord. 
 The Royal Commission of Inquiry 
ultimately found that none of the colonists 
thought to be associated with the Affair had 
sufficient evidence to be extradited. Shortly 
after the release of this information, the 
Commission declared their inability to deal 
with the case, marking a victory for the men 
who were involved.  
 The Gaspee Affair is remembered 
annually in Pawtuxet Village where a 
festival is held to highlight the event’s 
importance. The festival plays host to many 
crafts, races, and booths but is headlined by 
the burning of the Gaspee and a 
Revolutionary War reenactment.  
 

Burning of the Gaspee at Pawtuxet’s Gaspee Days 
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