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Introduction
Compatriots,
I welcome you to join me as we celebrate the coming of our nation's 250th Anniversary. This year
we will build on the foundation established by former President General Wright and members of the
America SAR 250 Committee, and the accomplishments and activities of our fellow Compatriots as
we move closer to July 4, 2026.
Our mission is “to celebrate America’s 250th anniversary with
Patriotic, Historical and Educational programs which will raise the
awareness of Americans about our past and help strengthen our
democracy.” Our focus remains educating the public and our
perspective members on the importance of the American
Revolution and to commemorate the sacrifices of our Patriot
Ancestors.
I encourage you to find an area of passion that you can embrace
and share with others in your Chapter and your State Society so
that you and your Compatriots have the opportunity to utilize
existing programs, and the resources of these websites, to
celebrate 250th Anniversary events.
C. Bruce Pickette
President General, 2022-2023
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How To Use This Toolkit
This America 250 SAR Toolkit has many sections with ideas and new formats to use. The question
is how do you use it?
There are two parts to this Toolkit.
The first part in this Toolkit explains the plan of the program and what is available, the new
formats, and how to use them.
The second part includes all the pieces you need and are available on the Programs web site,
www.america250SAR.org for you to download as Word files, which makes them easily changed
for your specific needs.
What is Approved
In the first section of this Toolkit are the approved usages of the name, i.e. America 250 SAR is one
of the names to be used. Also in this section are the only three logos to be used, and what is not to
be used. Branding is everything in this program and it must be consistent with all National, State
and Local entities.
Programs
This section explains how to set up a new program for your area, and some program examples that
are available for your use. These “Set Programs” have been successfully used and if you are
interested in using them, they come complete with news releases, program sheets and tri-fold
brochures for handouts.
Websites
This section shows you two website pages. The first is the home page that the public sees,
www.america250SAR.com . This is the page you want to direct the media to as well as anyone
interested in the America 250 SAR program.
The second web site, www.america250SAR.org is for SAR members to get information and
download files for specific Programs. This site will be constantly revised as new programs become
available.
Approved Forms and Programs
This section shows the approved formats for items such as business cards, letterhead, news releases
and program materials. To use these formats, download them from the Programs web site
www.america250SAR.org
Medals/flags/banners/streamers
These are the nuts and bolts of the America 250 SAR celebration. This tells you how to keep track
of your points for the medals and awards.
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SAR 2026 Five-Year Operational Plan
for the 250th Anniversary
SAR 2026 Vision
Become a Major Recognized Voice of the American Revolution by 2026

SAR 2026 Mission
To Become a Major Recognized Voice of the American Revolution by Educating America about
our Patriotic and Historic past

Goal #1 – 250th Anniversary [EXCOM]
Enhance America’s awareness/understanding of the American Revolution by the
250th Anniversary
Objective 1A: Complete and open to the public the SAR Museum by 2026.
1) Complete Phase 2-Step 3 (ii), Solid Light total design of project, including approved
preliminary cost estimates by end of 2022.
2) Complete funding for the SAR Museum by December 2023.
3) Complete bids for construction, permitting, and selection by June 2024.
4) Complete construction to support soft opening (i.e., temp. certificate of occupancy) by
January 2026.
5) Conduct Grand Opening by July 2026.
Objective 1B: Create a nationwide, multi-media public affairs campaign, including staffing
recommendations for a professional public affairs group, for the 250th Anniversary of the
American Revolution by 2022 with implementation by headquarters, state societies, and chapters
by 2024.
1) Communications Committee and America 250 SAR Committee develop a multi-media
public affairs campaign plan in 2022.
2) Communications Committee craft the professional qualifications, skills, and staffing
plan/recommendations in 2022 for a two-phase hiring plan of a professional public affairs
spokesman to run daily social media messaging, press releases, position papers, and related
communiques focused on achieving the 5-year Operational Plan Vision.
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3) America 250 SAR Committee and Communications Committee develop chapter toolkits
and associated training by March 2023.
4) State Societies implement public affairs plan and train chapters by December 2023.
5) Hire/acquire the professional staff first; and then consider a public affairs firm as
recommended in Objective 1B.2 by the end of 2023 or earlier.
6) Chapters implement public affairs plan by 2024 using chapter toolkits.
Objective 1C: Boost the public image of the Society as a lineage organization through technology
investment and a focused marketing campaign of the Society’s genealogicalresources.
1) Communications Committee develop a marketing campaign plan with proposed staffing
needs and partnership targets in 2022.
2) Information Technology Committee and the Library and Archives Committee accelerate
the integration and building of the Patriot Genealogical Research Enterprise (Patriot
Research System + Genealogical Research System + SAR Genealogical Research Library
+ Electronic Membership Application) for functional usage internally and externally by
2024.
3) Establish a business partnership with a genealogy/family history research firm by 2023
that can help enhance and market our genealogical research systems.

Goal #2 – Patriotic Programs [Registrar General]
Raise awareness of the SAR as a Patriotic Organization and Reenergize
America’s Sense of Patriotism
Objective 2A: Increase local profile by showing the SAR's Colors.
1) Increase state society Color Guard membership by 10% annually.
2) Participate in at least one new public event each year.
3) Lead by example in your local communities, by Society and Chapter visibility and
actions.
4) SAR Color Guards will participate in local events and parades
5) Present SAR 250th Flags to local schools and local organizations at a flag raising
ceremonies.
6) Present SAR Flag Certificates to local organizations and local citizens in uniform.
7) Establish a Media and Social Media presence in each chapter’s community.
Objective 2B: Increase recognition of Local Governments, Civil Servants, and Volunteers.
1) Seek out opportunities to increase Good Citizenship Medal presentations by 25%.
2) Present Public Service and Heroism Commendations to Law Enforcement, Fire Safety,
and Emergency Medical Services personnel, and other qualified citizens.
3) Present awards and certificates to local teachers, coaches, and administrators.
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Objective 2C: Increase recognition of Local Veterans and Veteran’s Organizations with an annual
Veterans Event.
1) Partner with local Veteran’s Organizations to sponsor an event for Veterans.
2) Visit VA Hospitals and present needed items: toiletries, socks, underwear, clothing,books,
calendars, etc.
3) Sponsor a joint Flag Retirement Ceremony with a Veterans organization or provide aColor
Guard for a Veteran’s funeral.

Goal #3 – Historical Programs [Historian General]
Make the American Revolution and ‘Our’ Colonial History Relevant Again
Objective 3A: Partner with other Heritage /Preservation Groups to post 250th Anniversary markers
in your town through 2033.
1) Join with the DAR, C.A.R., and other groups, to place American 250th Anniversary markers
at the courthouse, town square, or city cemetery.
2) Join with the DAR, C.A.R., and other groups to place 250th Anniversary markers at alocal
historic site or a battlefield.
Objective 3B: Hold at least two 250th Revolutionary War Commemoration Programs or
Recognitions annually through 2033.
1) Conduct a presentation, in uniform or period dress, on a local event, a patriot, or afounding
document for a school, civic group or veteran’s organization.
2) Have an SAR Table/Booth at local festivals and community events.
3) Purchase an SAR 250th Anniversary Flag for your Color Guard.
4) Present 250th Anniversary Flags to local schools and businesses that fly the US Flag.
5) Make local Public Service Announcements about Today in History through social media
and YouTube.
6) Share Key Holes to History with local schools and media.
Objective 3C: Partner with the DAR, C.A.R., and other groups to plan and execute a joint 250th
Anniversary celebration on 4th of July 2026.
1) Establish local America 250th Committees.
2) Contact local government and community organizers to involve Chapters and States in 4th
of July 2026 events and celebrations.

Goal #4 - Educational Programs [Historian General]
Make the SAR a major source for online information on the American Revolution
Objective 4A: Develop an information campaign to inform local Schools and related organizations
about the SAR’s Education Website and SAR Genealogy Research Library’s online capabilities.
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1) Education Committee will prepare various information media about the Education Website,
Programs of Instruction, Curriculum Enhancement items, Videos and Patriot Chest
presentation opportunities the SAR provides by fall of 2022.
2) Inform local educators how to contact, interact and collaborate with the SAR Education
Center and Museum staff starting 2022.
3) Enhance online access to the SAR artifact collection.
Objective 4B: Appoint State Society Education Directors who will champion the SARs Education
and Youth Awards Programs with their local schools.
1) Work with State Boards of Education to learn of specific state requirements for American
and State History and Government Education.
2) Determine steps to assist and offer same.
3) Inform State Boards of Education of SAR Education Outreach Initiatives and opportunities.
4) Establish SAR Education Partnerships between Chapters and Local Schools (recurring
visits/presentations).
5) Oversee the State Society Patriot Chest Programs.
6) Implement SAR Officer and Compatriot Training Programs to include SAR Youth
Protection Training.
7) Report on Education Outreach Programs, Youth Education Medals and Teacher
Recognition Programs through the annual Americanism Report.
Objective 4C: Incorporate, where appropriate, 250th Anniversary themes into Youth Contests.
1) Provide 250th Anniversary topics and themes for essays and orations.
2) Incorporate SAR 250th Logo into advertising, awards and certificates.

Goal #5 – People [Council of State Presidents]
Aggressively grow and develop our membershipand professional staff by 4th of July 2026.
Objective 5A: Appeal to their patriotism and core American values and principles, as described in
public affairs campaign plan, to attract, train, involve, and retain members that aggressively grows
our membership by the 4th of July 2026.
1) Membership Committee set targets annually for recruitment and retention at the chapter,
state and national levels to be approved by the Executive Committee and Trustees.
2) Information Technology Committee, in conjunction with the Registrar General, Genealogist
General, and the Genealogy Committee, will create and implement an electronic online
membership application by end of 2022.
3) Membership Committee will develop recruitment and retention tools and best practices for
distribution to State societies.
4) Education Committee develop and deliver at a training continuum for new members,
committees, chapter officers, state officers, and general officers with an array of training
materials (videos, guidebooks, presentations, tests, certifications, etc.) by end of 2022.
5) State Societies will implement a training regimen to educate/train New Members, chapter
9
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officers, and state officers by end of 2023.
6) State Societies start a new Chapter annually.
7) Registrar General, Membership Committee, and State Societies conduct a Reinstatement
campaign to re-engage inactive members from the last 5-10 years.
8) Track Junior members and engage them. Leverage C.A.R., BSA, JROTC, etc.relationships.
Objective 5B: Build and retain a professional staff to meet the Society’s future growth andgoals.
1) During 2022, Executive Director and Human Resources Committee assess the needed
professional skills/qualifications/certifications; staffing needs; professional development
programs; and resources necessary to build and retain a top-quality staff to meet future
Society growth and goals.
2) Budget, resource, and implement the assessment recommendations for Objective 5B.1 in a
phased approach to be completed by 2025.

Goal #6 – Supporting Systems [Executive Director]
Enhance and Simplify Administrative Systems for Societies and Chapters
Objective 6A: Streamline membership and dues collection processes by the end of 2023.
Approved: March 3, 2022
1) Develop a streamlined single process for membership applications, complete with review
workflows, that will seamlessly interface with the Membership Database, with Registrar
activities, and with Finance Administration, leading to a simplified and rapid approval
system.
1) Simplify and reduce the duplicative processes of each Society for Dues administration
and collection with a National Dues Billing System and Automatic Dues Renewals.
2) Enhance and centralize the Registrar Reconciliation Administration through the creation
of a single process at the National level, with Society and Chapter access.
Objective 6B: Enhance internal communications and eliminate redundant reports by 2023.
1) Enhance internal communications through the development of Newsletter Templates and
other forms of communication to Compatriots that can be inserted into Society and
Chapter communications in a professional manner.
2) Develop online activity calendars that are interactive, and usable by all levels of SAR.
3) Eliminate redundant reporting systems and reports. Develop and use a single reporting
format (i.e., Americanism Report) that summarizes the activities of multiple current
reports – at all levels of SAR - and generates recommendations for recognitions and
awards.

Goal #7 – Funding [Treasurer General]
Secure Sufficient Financial Resources for our Programs and for our Goals
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Objective 7A: Aggressively secure financial resources for top priority projects/programs by
the end of 2025.
1) Secure funding resources for the SAR Museum by the end of 2023.
Objective 7B: Initiate a comprehensive Capital Campaign
1) Establish an endowment fund that can produce a level of annual support sufficient to
supplement our current reliance upon membership support.
2) Create the necessary funding streams needed for future capital needs, upgrades, and
program maintenance by 2025.
3) Increase annual donations and pledges to a level sufficient to support our existing and
future programs.
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Program Committee Structure
The America 250 SAR Committee is a recognition program designed to encourage and recognize
those SAR Compatriots, Chapters and States that participate in local, state, national and
international events which publicly educate, honor, and celebrate the events and heroes of the years
preceding the Revolutionary War through the Treaty of Paris. Participation involves planning,
execution, and attendance at these events.
It is important for all SAR States and Chapters to participate in America 250 SAR Programs. The
following are suggestions for planning and organizing your activities:
•

Organize an America 250 SAR Committee at the State and Chapter levels which include
diverse committee members

•

Organize a program of work using the enclosed 5-year Operational Plan

•

Create America 250 SAR events and programs using the commemorative logo, flag, etc.

•

Schedule the events using key partners; DAR, CAR, Scouts, veterans, civic clubs, etc.

•

Keep complete records of all activities and participants to gain State, Chapter, and members
recognition and medals

Medals & Awards
The America 250 SAR Medals and Streamer are recognition of Compatriot service in 250th
Anniversary activities. As previously stated, participation involves planning, execution, and
attendance at these events; this is how Compatriots earn their Medals. These can be events that
you create and execute within your SAR Chapter or in your community or events that are planned
by others that you take part in.
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How To Set Up A New Program
The best place to start any venture is at the beginning, which means to seek out what is familiar
and adapt it to something that complies with an event that has America 250 SAR branding. Your
event can be as simple as a Flag Day Ceremony for members only or as elaborate as a community
wide celebration of Constitution Week. This is where you begin the transformation of a SAR
State or Chapter event and make it something more by collaborating with other organizations,
using the America 250 SAR branding on your printed programs and in your introduction to the
event. Also use the America 250 SAR logo in your press announcements and emails to others
that you communicate with in the community regarding your event.
Your event becomes a program when you make it an annual event and make a commitment to your
community for long term patriotic recognition events.
Choosing the right event is the most important consideration for success.
Begin with an event that is within your scale of accomplishment. Plan an event that your
leadership and Color Guard can manage. It is far better to excel with a simple event than
struggle through a more complicated one. One-time celebrations are important; however it is
more important when you can have repetitive events that the community can unite around for
years to come.
Control is the second most important part of your event choice.
You must maintain control of events that you want to share with the community. If you are
participating in an event, don’t be the Color Guard that stands in the arena for an hour while
other people conduct a program. You need to be at the top of the program so that you make the
first impression for any community event and following this you can step off stage and go on to
your next event.
Take charge of your events.
If you are planning the event, take charge of all elements of the event. Choose the location, time
and participants and you will have a far more successful event. When possible, use as many of
your collaborative partners as possible in your opening and closing. If you are looking for one
more part for a speaker that you want to include, add something like the Americans Creed and
give it to them in writing so that it is easy for them to be successful.
A Printed program is the next important element for your success.
Have a printed program so the community knows the order of the event, the program should
include history and the reason for the event, has elements, such as the American's Creed, to recite
along with the presenter and they have a keepsake of the event.
You must have photography from the event.
I have this saying, “if you don’t have a photograph of an event, how do you record that it
happened.” This is true and if you think about the successes of your SAR State and Chapter, you
celebrate events through photos in your newsletter, Facebook page and website.
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Don’t be afraid to say no.
When choosing your events make sure that you control your participation in the event so that you
don’t become subservient to others participating in the event. Keep in mind that you must
sometimes decline to participate in an event. All events won’t be well suited to your SAR Chapter,
and some may be harmful to your community image. My SAR Chapter was recently invited to
participate in a Confederate Grave Marking Ceremony, and we had to consider the potential
negative optics of this choice in our community.
You must be true to the message.
It is important that when discussing women of the Revolutionary War that you include female
presenters, or when you present Buffalo Soldiers, be sure that you have an appropriate presenter;
of course the same is true of First Nations subjects.
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Medal Point Allocation
The recognition program is designed to encourage and recognize those compatriots, chapters and
societies that participate in local, state, national and international events which publicly educate,
and recognize, honor, and celebrate the events and heroes of the period surrounding the American
Revolution. Participation involves the planning and execution of these events, as well as
attendance. The medal covers any event celebrating and promoting the 250th Anniversary. This
therefore will cover any public events celebrating and promoting the 250th Anniversary in the
period from 2014 to 2033. Forms may be submitted for multiple years Scorekeeping is the
responsibility of each compatriot and awarding authority. The awarding authority for each medal
is as follows. The Bronze Medal is authorized and recorded by the local chapter. The Silver Medal
is Authorized and recorded by the state society. The Gold Medal only is authorized and recorded
by the NSSAR 250th Anniversary Committee.
Only Gold Medal applications should be submitted to the NSSAR 250th Anniversary Committee
using the email address below:
250AnniversaryRecognition@sar.org.
Upon approval of the Gold Medal an email will be sent to the individual authorizing them to
purchase the 250th Anniversary Gold Medal from merchandising.
Awards are based on activity and the awarding of points for each type of activity:
a. Directing, chairing, or co-chairing an event or sub-committee for the duration of the event.

(20 points)
b. Participation in the planning, financing, promotion or conduct of an event other than
directing, chairing, or co- chairing an event. Those that do direct, chair or co-chair and event
and serve as a regular member of a committee or sub-committee in a non-leadership role, may
also earn points. (10 points)
c. Attending an Event (3 points)
d. Attending an event in Colonial Attire (5 points)
Points are cumulative. The maximum points that can be awarded for any one event is 28
points.
SAR Members may be awarded the Medals for achieving the following levels:
a. Bronze Medal: 25 promotion points as certified by his chapter, state.
b. Silver Medal: 60 promotion points as certified by his state society.
c. Gold Medal: 150 promotion points as certified by the NSSAR 250th Anniversary

Committee.
Non-SAR members may also be awarded these medals:
a. The chapter may present bronze awards to its Partners in Patriotism and may recommend

its Partners to the state or national society for higher recognition.
b. The state and district may present silver awards to its Partners in Patriotism and may
recommend its Partners to the national society for higher recognition.
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c. The national society may present gold awards to its Partners in Patriotism.

Streamer:
Awarded to SAR and non-SAR organizations. The streamer can be awarded to any chapter or
state society for conducting a 250th Anniversary event. The streamer can also be awarded to
a non-SAR organization such as a DAR chapter, Scout Troop, JROTC color guard etc. that
participate or attend a 250th Anniversary Event. Each chapter or state society is entitled to one
free streamer and streamers presented to outside organizations cost $5.00. Please submit the
form with a brief description of the 250th Anniversary Event qualifying the chapter or
outside organization for the streamer and an email will be sent our authorizing a streamer to
be acquired from merchandising. Streamers can also be picked up at Leadership meetings and
Congress.
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Approved Name Usage
These were approved by National SAR as per the 2018 SAR Brand Identity Guide
New State Naming Protocol
Alabama SAR
Alaska SAR
Arizona SAR
Arkansas SAR
California SAR
Colorado SAR
Connecticut SAR
Dakota SAR
Delaware SAR
DC SAR
Empire State SAR
Florida SAR
Georgia SAR
Hawaii SAR
Idaho SAR
Illinois SAR
Indiana SAR
Iowa SAR
Kansas SAR
Kentucky SAR
Louisiana SAR
Maine SAR
Maryland SAR
Massachusetts SAR
Michigan SAR
Minnesota SAR
Mississippi SAR
Missouri SAR
Montana SAR
Nebraska SAR
Nevada SAR
New Hampshire SAR
New Jersey SAR
New Mexico SAR
North Carolina SAR
Ohio SAR
Oklahoma SAR
Oregon SAR
Pennsylvania SAR
Rhode Island SAR
South Carolina SAR
Tennessee SAR
Texas SAR
Utah SAR
Vermont SAR
Virginia SAR
Washington SAR
West Virginia SAR
Wisconsin SAR
Wyoming SAR

Organizational Designations
National Office
• National SAR
Youth Contests
• SAR Orations Contest
• SAR Brochure Contest
National Committees
• National SAR IT Committee
• National SAR Medals & Awards Committee
• National SAR Membership Committee
National Chairmen
• Chairman, National SAR Education Outreach Committee
• Chairman, National SAR Genealogy Committee
State Officers / Committee Chairmen
• President, Alabama SAR
• Chairman, Michigan SAR Patriot Grave Committee
State Committees
• Florida SAR ROTC Awards Committee
• Arkansas SAR Education Outreach Committee
• Rhode Island SAR Budget Committee
Chapters (if used alone without the state name)
• Liberty Bell Chapter SAR
• John Paul Jones Chapter SAR
Chapter Officers / Chairmen
• Secretary, John Paul Jones Chapter SAR
• Chairman, Liberty Bell Chapter SAR Community Relations Committee
Chapter Committees
• George Rogers Clark Chapter SAR Social Media Committee
• Bennington Chapter SAR New Member Mentor Committee
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Approved Logos
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Do Not Use These Logos

Official Ray Logo
Only to be used by National SAR

Official Floating Logo
Only to be used by National SAR

Official Seal
Only to be used by National SAR
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Flags & Banners
The America 250 SAR Committee has acquired an inventory of flags for use for the purpose of
promoting our 250th Anniversary. Flags and Banners are a festive way to add color and
pageantry to your event, so you are encouraged to utilize them as appropriate. The Merchandise
Department has flags with grommets for outdoor use and flags with sleeves for indoor use as
well. The traditional blue, white, and gold flags with the SAR emblem and the America 250
SAR flags are the only official flags for use to promote the SAR currently. You may use a
banner in your programs made with the SAR logo and Anniversary logo and featured.

TNSSAR Immediate Past-President Mark Norris (L) presented America 250 SAR Chair Cliff Olsen (R) the official America 250
SAR Flag during Olsen’s recent visit to Tennessee. (TNSSAR) The Tennessee Society has launched its first America 250 SAR
project, "Flags for Freedom" - donating American Flags to public schools across the state.
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Two Logo Business Cards & Letterhead Formats
Fonts
To give the brand a consistent look and feel, two fonts have been chosen.
Calibri is used as heads in publications, forms, PP presentations, all copy in business cards and
banners.
Times New Roman body is used for letters and forms created in Word.

Calibri Font

Times New Roman Font

Two logos format examples: with headings and without.

21

AMERICA 250 SAR PROGRAMS TOOLKIT

Letterhead
Heads are Calibri centered
between logos. National name is
14pt., State name is 18pt.,
Chapter name is max. 14pt.
depending on the length.
Body copy is 11pt Times New
Roman justified, address line is
9pt Times Roman centered.
Word layout margins are .5” top,
1” left, right, bottom. Masthead is
in the header and address is in the
footer.

Business Cards
All copy is Calibri font
centered and justified.
Heading is 12pt.
Name is 10pt Bld.
Contact info is 9pt.

Go to the www.america250SAR.org web site and download these Word files. Personalize the
business cards by adding your name, state, chapter, email, and phone number. Have them printed
and hand them out to everyone you talk to about the America 250 SAR celebration. A great cheap
leave behind to remember you and how to contact you. On the letterhead again add your contact
info in the Word file format that you download. Here you can add your chapter name if it comes
from the chapter and not the state. The letter is how it is to be formatted.
Consistent branding from National, State and Chapters.
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State Society Formats With Two Logo Examples
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Chapter Formats With Multiple Logo Examples

8’x2’ Parade Banner

Business Card
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Printed Programs
Printed programs are not necessary for the success of your program; however they are useful as
they inform your audience about your event, and they provide a document to read in unison as
appropriate. Printed programs also mark your event as significant and provide a souvenir to mark
the event.
It is important that you include the America 250 SAR logo on any program or flyer that you utilize
so that attendees are aware of our Anniversary program and so that your SAR Chapter and
Compatriots may earn points toward the Bronze, Silver and Gold Award Medals.
When working with another partner, whether DAR, JROTC, Scouts, etc.be sure and include their
logo on the event program if they are interested. Some organizations have strict guidelines about
use of their official image, so consult with your partners to determine appropriate use.
Only use the images indicated as appropriate for the America 250 SAR documents.
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Programs format example

Go to the www.america250SAR.org web site and download this program Word file. Use this
format to make your own program for your local Patriot Son or Daughter. A quick piece you
handout to the audience to help them remember the event.
26
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Tri-fold brochure format example
Go to the www.america250SAR.org web site and download this tri-fold brochure Word file. Use
this format to make your own tri-fold brochure for your local Patriot Son or Daughter. Have these
printed by a local printed and hand out before and at the event. Leave them with a handout to
commemorate the event.
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News Release format examples: To announce the Event

Go to the www.america250SAR.org web site and download this news release Word file. Use this
format to make your own news release to announce your upcoming local program or event. Please
note that the last paragraph About the America 250 SAR Committee must be on the release as is
written. This is the approved “Boilerplate paragraph” to be used on all news releases:
About the America250 SAR Committee
The America 250 SAR Committee works at the national, state, and local levels to promote
the commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution and the
formation of the United States. It develops educational programs, maintains a list of events,
publishes articles and booklets, and publicizes the anniversary through media, education,
and government contacts. The committee also helps the International Sons of the American
Revolution Societies of Canada, France, Germany, Mexico, Spain, Switzerland, and the
United Kingdom in planning their special celebrations.
Learn more at http://www.sar.org
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News Release format examples: After the Event

Go to the www.america250SAR.org web site and download this news release Word file. Use this
format to make your own news release to use telling people what happened at your local program
or event. Photos are always suggested. Please note that the last paragraph About the America 250
SAR Committee must be on the release as is written.
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PowerPoint presentation example
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Program Video example

*Upload videos or PowerPoint presentations on a YouTube Channel: see example link below
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ4PvaUk0k53qkbAhDCKB4w
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Programs Website
www.america250sar.org
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What Is On The Program Website
The Tabs
Toolkit
This tool kit is an introduction to some of the amazing opportunities that the America 250 SAR
Programs Committee have to offer you and your fellow compatriots. Watch for Program
Update emails that share additions to the toolkit and information regarding successful events that
are part of ongoing programs. Download the most recent edition of the toolkit here.

Forms – See Appendix A
Letterheads
Business Cards
News Releases
Certificates
Merchandise Mall– See Appendix B
The special merchandise in this mall is offered by various merchants approved by National SAR
and fully guaranteed. You can order direct from these merchants with the links on the website.

Youth Protection Plan
This is a link to the National SAR website where you can sign up for the National Youth Protection
Plan. You must be certified through this program to be an officer or make presentations to any
youth groups or schools.

250 Medals
Here is a link to the instructions and forms you need to apply for the Bronze, Silver, and Gold
America 250 SAR medals.

SAR Medals How To Wear Them
What are the SAR medals and what order do you wear them? Here are the answers in a clear format
with photos of all the medals.
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Our Sections
America 250 Programs - See Appendix C
These are the programs that members have given us that they use and are available to all SAR
members to take, make their own and use.
• Color Guard
• Traveling Trunk
• Patriot Sons & Daughters
• Our Patriots
• Patriot Grave Marking
• Honor Flight

With Our Partners - See Appendix D
These are the programs that we have done with our partners that are available to all SAR members
to take, make their own and use.
• Scouting
• National American History
• DAR/CAR

Revolutionary Era Presentations - See Appendix E
These are the presentations that members have given us that they use and are available to all SAR
members to take, make their own and use. You can make these presentations to your State or
Chapters, or to the public at large.
• Revolutionary Times
• Wreaths Across America
• Patriot Grave Markings
• Legends in Conservation
• History Explorers
• America 250 SAR PowerPoint presentation explaining our Anniversary Program
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SAR National Precedence of Medals
When wearing medals, the Position of honor is on the wearer’s right and on the top, closest to the
heart.

The medals that we have displayed are in precedence order on this date
and are subject to change. The current SAR Handbook will have a current
written and photographic list of medals in order of precedence and can be
downloaded at sar.org. The SAR Merchandise Department has all
standards medals available for purchase; please note that some medals are
event only or a reward for contributing to a particular SAR Program.
It is important that you wear medals for all appropriate occasions, such as
SAR meetings or events and to the meetings of other lineage societies. Miniature
medals should be worn for formal occasions only, on a tuxedo or black suit for evening events.
Do not wear them on casual clothing. Full-size medals are worn on a blazer or suit only and not
on casual clothing or a uniform. Per National Color Guard handbook, no medals of any kind
should be worn on a SAR Color Guard Uniform.
When you wear three or more medals, they should be worn on a ribbon bar in the order of
precedence. Mounted medals should be worn with the bottom bar just above the breast pocket.
When wearing medals it is appropriate to only wear one pin.
Presidents General and Minutemen have a distinctive medal that they wear on a separate ribbon
which is suspended from the neck. In addition State and Chapter Presidents have a medal of office
which is worn on a suspended ribbon. These medals of distinction are only worn with blazers,
suits, or on formal wear and should not be worn with casual clothing.
This project drew its material from Volumes IV and V of the NSSAR Handbook which are the
definitive document for how to wear the awards and decorations of this society. Please refer to
these documents if you have questions.
This project was done as a Missouri Bicentennial gift to the Sons of the American Revolution by
members of the Ozark Mountain Chapter, Missouri SAR.
Dan Piedlow, Photographer
J Howard Fisk, Chairman
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We thank PG David Appleby, Paul Callanan and Stephen Renouf for their assistance in gathering
medals to photograph for this project.

1. SAR Badge The SAR Membership Badge is a Maltese cross of four
arms and eight points, with a golden ball at each point, enameled in white
and a medallion in the center bearing a profiled bust of General George
Washington. Surrounding the bust is a blue enameled ribbon containing
the SAR Motto – “Libertas et Patria.” A laurel wreath encircles the
medallion, midway between it and the points of the cross. The reverse is
the same, except that the center medallion bears the figure of a minuteman
surrounded by a blue enameled ribbon, inscribed in golden letters, “Sons
of the American Revolution.” The cross is surmounted by a golden eagle
and suspended from a ribbon of the Society’s colors – blue, buff yellow
and white.
2. Minuteman Medal (unless on neck ribbon) - The Minuteman Award is
the highest award presented to a Compatriot for active and distinguished
service rendered to the National Society. Annually at the Spring
Leadership Meeting, the Minuteman Committee (appointed by the
President General from members holding the award) will select and
announce no more than six award recipients for the current year. The
President General presents the award during the Minuteman Ceremony at
each Annual Congress; it is not presented in abstentia. At that ceremony,
all previous recipients of the award in attendance, dressed in white dinner
jackets, are seated on the dais. A previous recipient of the Minuteman
3
Award, chosen by the honoree,
escorts the new honoree to the dais.
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3. Gold Good Citizenship Medal – The Gold Good Citizenship Medal is
awarded for outstanding and unusual patriotic achievement and service of
national importance to persons of prominence on a national level in the
areas of government (including military service), religion, education,
business and other professions, and other fields of endeavor.

4. War Service Medal – The War Service Medal was first authorized in
1899 for members who served in the Spanish-American War. It was
subsequently authorized for members who served in World War I and
World War II. Following World War II, the NSSAR authorized a generic
War Service Medal with specific service periods indicated by bronze bars.

4. Military Service Medal – The Military Service Medal, authorized in
2006, may be presented to a Compatriot in recognition of military service
which does not otherwise qualify for the War Service Medal.

5. Heroism Medal – It recognized outstanding bravery and self-sacrifice
in the face of imminent danger, i.e., acts which involve great personal
courage and risk to the recipient. It is intended primarily for acts by
civilians not in uniform but does not exclude police, firemen, and SAR
members. It is not intended to recognize acts that would have been
covered by armed forces medals for valor. The medal may also be
presented posthumously.
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6. National Society Medal of Distinguished Service – The incumbent
President General may present up to two NMDS’s during his tenure
(ideally, at the conclusion of his tenure). The Compatriot(s) receiving this
award are recognized for conspicuous service to the National Society
during the President General’s administration. The President General
presents this Medal at his discretion; no other approval is required.

7. SAR International Medal – The SAR International Medal is presented
only to a foreign dignitary or a non-citizen of the United States. The medal
can only be approved by the President General and must be presented by
a National Society General Officer.

8. Daughters of Liberty Medal – The Daughters of Liberty Medal may
be presented to a lady recommended by any officer of a chapter, state or
National Society, SAR in appreciation for her unselfish devotion, tireless
efforts and assistance to the SAR, and who has dedicated her time, energy,
ability and/or finances to the organization in support and furtherance of
the stated objectives of the SAR. This is the highest lady’s medal and
consideration in awarding this medal should be given only after the SAR
Medal of Appreciation or the Martha Washington Medal has been
presented.
9. Patriot Medal – The Patriot Medal is the highest award presented to a
Compatriot by a State Society and recognizes long, faithful, outstanding,
and distinguished service at the state and/or chapter level. The Patriot
Medal is awarded only by a State Society and may be presented only to an
individual. Service at the national level is not considered in making the
award. It is desirable that it be presented at the annual meeting of the State
Society. A representative cannot accept the Patriot Medal.
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10. State Medal of Distinguished Service – The incumbent State
President may present one medal during his term (or each year of his term
if elected to a multiyear term) at the Society’s Annual Meeting to a
Compatriot in recognition for that Compatriot’s conspicuous service to the
State Society President during his administration. The SMDS is awarded
by a State Society President at his discretion; no other approval is required.

11. Chapter Medal of Distinguished Service – The incumbent Chapter
President may present one medal during his term (or each year of his term
if elected to a multiyear term) at the Chapter’s Annual Meeting, to a
Compatriot in recognition for that Compatriot’s conspicuous service to the
Chapter during the president’s administration. The Chapter President
presents this Medal at his discretion; no other approval is required. The
CMDS is the highest medal that can be awarded by a Chapter President.

12. National/District/State/Chapter Meritorious Service Medal – The
National/District/State/Chapter Meritorious Service Medal may be
awarded to SAR members who have rendered long, faithful and
meritorious service to their National Society/District/State/Chapter. The
meritorious service rendered should be stated in the citation. The medal
is the same medal used for the National Meritorious Service Medal.

13. Gold Roger Sherman Medal – The Gold Roger Sherman Medal may
be awarded by the National Society to a Compatriot in recognition of, and
in appreciation of, outstanding service that does not meet the requirements
for the Meritorious Service Medal. It should be awarded in place of the
Bronze and Silver Good Citizenship Medals, which cannot be awarded for
service to the SAR. General Officers and National Society Committee
Chairman may recommend Compatriots who have served as (i) an active
officer for a minimum of two years, (ii) an active committee chairman or
vice chairman for a minimum of three years, or (iii) an active member of
a committee for a minimum of four years to the President General for
recognition at the President General’s discretion. In addition, the
President General may present this medal to those Compatriots providing
significant service to the National Society during his term of office.
39

AMERICA 250 SAR PROGRAMS TOOLKIT
14. Silver Roger Sherman Medal – The Silver Roger Sherman Medal
may be awarded to a compatriot in recognition of, and in appreciation of,
outstanding services rendered to a District or State. The medal is presented
to a compatriot for significant service which lacks the requirements for the
Meritorious Service Medal. It should be awarded in place of the Bronze
and Silver Good Citizenship Medals, which cannot be awarded for service
to the SAR. The recipient must have served as an active officer for a
minimum of two years, as an active committee chairman for three years,
or as an active member of a committee for four years.
15. Silver Good Citizenship Medal – The Silver Good Citizenship Medal
recognizes outstanding and unusual patriotic achievement and service that
is of a more local degree (state or regional level) than required for the Gold
Good Citizenship Medal. The medal is presented to persons of
prominence in the areas of government (including military service),
religion, education, business and other professions, and other fields of
endeavor. Since it recognizes extensive service, a biographical sketch of
the candidate should accompany the request for a medal. There is no
requirement that persons must be awarded the Bronze Good Citizenship
Medal before they may be awarded the Silver Good Citizenship Medal.

16. Florence Kendall Award Medal – The Florence Kendall Award is
awarded annually at the SAR Congress to the top three members who were
first-line sponsor for the largest number of new members during the
previous year. Previous editions consisted of a member’s SAR Badge
bearing on the chest ribbon a bar inscribed “Florence Kendall” and was
given to the member who during a year was first-line sponsor for the
largest number of new members.

17. SAR Life Saving Medal – The SAR Life Saving Medal is presented
to those individuals who have acted to save a human life without
necessarily placing their own life or themselves in imminent danger. The
medal is intended primarily for acts by civilians not in uniform, however,
police officers, fire fighters, emergency medical personal, lifeguards, and
SAR Compatriots are not excluded from receiving this award. The medal
is not intended to recognize acts that would otherwise qualify for military
or another organization’s valor medals and, in all cases, the fact that the
actions of the rescuer actually saved the life of the victim must be validated
by EMS or medical personnel.
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18. Law Enforcement Commendation Medal – The Law Enforcement
Commendation Medal is presented to those who have served with
distinction and devotion in the field of law enforcement. The medal is
intended to recognize exceptional service or accomplishment in the field of
law enforcement. Eligibility is not limited to peace officers but extends to
the entire range of persons who make and enforce the law to include but
not limited to peace officers, attorneys, judges, prosecutors and legislators
who have performed an exceptional act or service beyond that normally
expected. The medal may be presented posthumously.

19. Fire Safety Commendation Medal – The Fire Safety Commendation
Medal is presented to an individual for accomplishments and/or
outstanding contributions in an area of fire safety and service. The award
is not limited to firefighters. It may be presented to recognize a variety of
fire safety and service that has evolved into a highly technical and skilled
profession with constant study, development and involvement by
numerous dedicated citizens with a single goal – protect human life and
property by preventing injuries or casualties die to fire and chemicals. The
medal may be presented posthumously.

20. Emergency Medical Services Commendation Medal – The
Emergency Medical Services Commendation Medal is presented to an
individual for accomplishments and/or outstanding contribution in an area
of emergency medical services. The award is intended for paramedics and
certified Emergency Medical Technicians and others in the emergency
medical field who have performed an act or service beyond that normally
expected. The medal may be presented posthumously.

21. Gold CAR-SAR Appreciation Medal – The National society may
present the Gold C.A.R.-SAR Medal of Appreciation to a member of the
C.A.R. or SAR in good standing in recognition of and in appreciation for
outstanding services rendered to the National Society C.A.R. The award
may also recognize outstanding National C.A.R. leaders or SAR members
who have contributed at a National level to the N.S.C.A.R. The medal
shall be awarded for documented services rendered and not by tradition or
as an entitlement of office.
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22. Silver CAR-SAR Appreciation Medal – The National society or a
State Society may present the Silver C.A.R.-SAR Medal of Appreciation
to a member of the C.A.R. or SAR in good standing in recognition of and
in appreciation for outstanding services rendered to a State C.A.R. Society.
The award may also recognize outstanding C.A.R. Senior leaders of a State
Society or SAR members who have significantly supported or served a
State C.A.R. Society.

23. Bronze CAR-SAR Appreciation Medal – The National society, a
State Society or a local Chapter, may present the Bronze C.A.R.-SAR
Medal of Appreciation to a member of the C.A.R. or SAR in good standing
in recognition of and in appreciation for outstanding services rendered to
a local C.A.R. Society. The award may recognize assistance in promoting
C.A.R. members that qualify to obtain SAR memberships, C.A.R.
members who participate in the State Society Annual Meetings or at the
National Congress, C.A.R. members who have otherwise significantly
aided SAR programs, or SAR members and C.A.R. Senior Leaders who
have supported or served a state or local C.A.R Society.
24. Liberty Medal – The Liberty Medal commemorates the restoration of
the Statue of Liberty, reminds us of our liberty and is presented for
recruiting new members to the SAR. Presentation will take place at the
Annual Congress; however, if a recipient is not present, it will be mailed
to him.

25. Lafayette Volunteer Service Award Medal – The National Society
presents the Lafayette Volunteer Service Award to an individual for
volunteer service performed at the NSSAR Headquarters in Louisville,
KY or other significant volunteer work as determined by the President
General. The award is presented when forty (40) hours of volunteer
service have been accumulated. The Executive Director will provide a list
of projects requiring volunteer assistance. Volunteers must meet
acceptable experience criteria and will be supervised by a department
head. Department heads and volunteers must ensure that the volunteer
service form is completed at the end of each day that service is performed.
The Executive Director will be responsible for maintaining a volunteer
service file.
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26. Bronze Roger Sherman Medal – The Bronze Roger Sherman Medal
may be awarded to a compatriot in recognition of, and in appreciation of,
outstanding services rendered to a Chapter. The medal is presented to a
compatriot for significant service which lacks the requirements for the
Meritorious Service Medal. It should be awarded in place of the Bronze
and Silver Good Citizenship Medals, which cannot be awarded for service
to the SAR. The recipient must have served as an active officer for a
minimum of two years, as an active committee chairman for three years,
or as an active member of a committee for four years.

27. Bronze Good Citizenship Medal – The Bronze Good Citizenship
Medal is a multi-purpose award designed to recognize individuals whose
community (i.e., school, locality or state) achievements are noteworthy. It
can be presented to both adults and minors and to Compatriots and nonCompatriots alike.

28. Silver ROTC Medal – The National Society, a state or a chapter, may
present this award only to students enrolled in a college or university
ROTC program. The medal endeavors to foster the principle of “citizensoldier” exemplified by the Minutemen and recipients should be selected
by the commanding officer of the ROTC unit based on their military
bearing, leadership potential, attitude, scholastic achievements and general
excellence. Commanding officers should be given full latitude in selecting
an outstanding ROTC cadet.

29. Bronze ROTC Medal – The National Society, a state or a chapter,
may present this award only to students enrolled in a high school or
secondary school JROTC program. The medal endeavors to foster the
principle of “citizen-soldier” exemplified by the Minutemen and recipients
should be selected by the commanding officer of the ROTC unit based on
their leadership qualities, military bearing and general excellence.
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30. Eagle Scout Medal – A chapter may award this medal annually to the
Eagle Scout who is the winner of the chapter’s Eagle Scout Scholarship
Competition.

31. Robert E. Burt Boy Scout Volunteer Award Medal – The Robert E.
Burt Boy Scout Volunteer Award is a BSA-recognized Community
Organization Award presented to members of the SAR in good standing
who have displayed outstanding dedication to the Scouting Program.
Award criteria are based on work accomplishment and dedication rather
than specific length of service time. The medal is awarded by the National
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution upon nomination by a
state society.

32. General William C. Westmorland Award – This award is a special
gold version of the Service to Veterans Medal. A certificate accompanies
the medal. This award is presented to the SAR member who has the most
outstanding record of service as a VA Volunteer donating time to veterans
in the VA hospital. It is presented to only one person per year as selected
by the Veterans committee.

33. Service to Veterans Medal – The Service to Veterans Medal may be
awarded to SAR members who have given long and exemplary service to
veterans. The medal is awarded for 5000 USS Stark Award points accrued
by the SAR member. Additional awards may be earned for each additional
3000 points earned,
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34. Patriot Grave Marking Medal – The Patriot Grave Marking Medal
recognizes both past efforts to identify and report data on Revolutionary
War graves and to encourage new efforts to identify graves. The data
generated by these efforts will meet educational objectives by continuing
to build and improve the existing database on these patriots by listing their
final resting places. It meets historical objectives by providing data to
potential members and by identifying these significant places so that they
may not be lost to future generations.

35. Compatriot Grave Marking Medal – The Compatriot Grave
Marking Medal recognizes each Compatriot’s contributions to the Sons of
the American Revolution and honors our deceased Compatriots (while
simultaneously honoring each Compatriot’s Patriot Ancestor) while
publicizing the value of membership to their descendants.

36. SAR Medal of Appreciation – The SAR Medal of Appreciation may
be presented to a member of the DAR in good standing in recognition of
and in appreciation for outstanding services rendered to the SAR. The
award may recognize assistance in forming new SAR chapters, obtaining
a specific number of new SAR members or otherwise significantly aiding
the SAR programs.

37. Martha Washington Medal – The Martha Washington Medal may
be presented to a woman over 18 years of age in recognition of outstanding
service to the SAR. A DAR may receive the Martha Washington Medal
and the SAR Medal of Appreciation (on separate occasions) if her service
warrants it.
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38. Lydia Darragh Medal – The Lydia Darragh Medal may be awarded
by the incumbent President General, Vice President General, State Society
President or Chapter President to the lady who has provided significant
service to him during his term. The medal will recognize the assistance of
the ladies who work behind the scenes supporting SAR programs, but
whose service does not meet the requirements for the Martha Washington
Medal. It may only be presented once per year at the discretion of the
President General, a Vice President General, State Society President or
Chapter President.
39. Gold NSSAR Color Guard Medal – The SAR Gold Color Guard
Medal may be awarded for SAR Color Guard service at the National level.
The National Color Guard Committee will be the final judge of who is
qualified to be awarded the Gold Color Guard Medal. Waivers to these
requirements will be granted only under very special circumstances, and
requests for such waivers must be submitted in writing to the National
Color Guard Commander for Committee consideration.
40. Gold Samuel Adams Congress Appreciation Medal – The Gold
Samuel Adams Congress Appreciation Medal recognizes outstanding
services of the NSSAR Congress Planning Committee Chairman and the
services of no more than one additional recipient in hosting the annual
National Congress. Awards are limited to one per individual annually, in
the event of multiple year service, oak leaf clusters should be awarded in
accordance with guideline listed in NSSAR Handbook. Two may be
awarded annually.

41. The Von Steuben Medal for Sustained Achievement in the NSSAR
Color Guard – The National Von Steuben Medal for Sustained
Achievement in the NSSAR Color Guard, may be awarded for sustained
service to the Society as a Color Guardsman at the National or District
Levels. Recipients must already have been awarded the Bronze and Silver
Color Guard Medals.
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42. Silver NSSAR Color Guard Medal – The Silver Color Guard Medal
is for service at the District and National levels. The medal is awarded for
at least three years of service at the applicable level. The three years may
be broken, not continuous. Award of each medal may be for retroactive
service, so that any living compatriot may receive it, even if he cannot
march anymore. An SAR Color Guardsman must have the Bronze Color
Guard Medal before he can be awarded the Silver Color Guard Medal.

43. Silver Samuel Adams Congress Appreciation Medal – The Silver
Samuel Adams Congress Appreciation Medal recognized outstanding
services of the volunteers in hosting the annual National Congress. The
medal is presented to persons that held prominent positions during the
annual National Congress. A certificate, suitable for engrossing, is
presented with each medal.

44. Bronze NSSAR Color Guard Medal – The Bronze Color Guard
Medal is for service at the State and/or Chapter levels. Each medal is
awarded for at least three years of service at the applicable level. The three
years may be broken, not continuous. Award of each medal may be for
retroactive service, so that any living compatriot may receive it, even if he
cannot march anymore.

45. The Molly Pitcher Medal – Many women who are the wives,
daughters, sisters, girlfriends, and other female relatives and companions
of SAR Color “Guardsmen routinely and with great dedication support
their SAR Color Guardsman and the SAR Color Guard. The Molly Pitcher
Medal may be awarded to women who have supported SAR Color Guard
at the State, District, and National Levels.

46. Bronze Samuel Adams Congress Appreciation Medal – The Bronze
Samuel Adams Congress Appreciation Medal recognizes outstanding
services of the volunteers in hosting the annual National Congress. The
medal is presented to persons that held prominent positions during the
annual National Congress. A certificate, suitable for engrossing, is
presented with each medal.
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47. Gold Council of State Presidents’ Medal – Past or present Council
of State Presidents officers may wear the Council of State Presidents Gold
Medal.

48. Silver Council of State Presidents’ Medal – Present or past members
of the Council of State Presidents may wear the Council of State Presidents
Silver medal. To qualify, a Council member (as defined by the Council of
State Presidents’ Bylaws) must attend four business meetings of the
Council of State Presidents. Such business meetings are normally held at
Annual Congresses or Leadership Meetings.

49. SAR Charter Centennial Medal – The SAR Charter Centennial
Medal commemorates the one hundredth anniversary of the signing of the
Congressional Charter of the National Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution. Only a member who was a dues-paying member between the
dates of January 1, 2006, and December 31, 2006 may wear it. In
addition, new members whose applications had been submitted during
that time may also wear it.

49. Paix de 1783 Medal – The Paix de 1783 Medal commemorates the
special visit to France for the 225th Anniversary of the Treaty of Paris
which ended the American Revolution. Any member of the party present
during the visit may wear it.

49. SAR 125th Anniversary Medal – The SAR 125th Anniversary Medal
commemorates the one hundredth and twenty-fifth anniversary of the
National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. Only a member
who was a dues-paying member between January 1, 2014, and December
31, 2014, may wear it. In addition, new members whose application had
been submitted during that time may also wear it.
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49. Commodore John Barry Medal – The Commodore John Barry
Medal commemorates the special visit to Ireland to commemorate the
contributions of Irish and Scots Irish Patriots in the American Revolution.

49. Gold Sestercentennial (250th Anniversary) Recognition Medal –
The medal is designed to encourage and recognize those compatriots,
chapters and societies to participate in local, state, national and
international events which publicly educate, and recognize, honor, and
celebrate the heroes of the American Revolution. Participation involves
the planning and execution of these events, as well as attendance. The
medal covers the celebration of any event’s 250th anniversary where said
event related directly to acts of resistance to British attempts to coerce the
residents in America: from the first Parliamentary Acts protested after the
conclusion of the French and Indian Wars, through the armed struggle of
the American War for Independence, to the ratification of the Treaty of
Paris by the Continental Congress. This therefore will cover any public
celebrations in the Period from 2014 to 2033.

49. Silver Sestercentennial (250th Anniversary) Recognition Medal The medal is designed to encourage and recognize those compatriots,
chapters and societies to participate in local, state, national and
international events which publicly educate, and recognize, honor, and
celebrate the heroes of the American Revolution. Participation involves
the planning and execution of these events, as well as attendance. The
medal covers the celebration of any event’s 250th anniversary where said
event related directly to acts of resistance to British attempts to coerce the
residents in America: from the first Parliamentary Acts protested after the
conclusion of the French and Indian Wars, through the armed struggle of
the American War for Independence, to the ratification of the Treaty of
Paris by the Continental Congress. This therefore will cover any public
celebrations in the Period from 2014 to 2033.
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49. Bronze Sestercentennial (250th Anniversary) Recognition Medal The medal is designed to encourage and recognize those compatriots,
chapters and societies to participate in local, state, national and
international events which publicly educate, and recognize, honor, and
celebrate the heroes of the American Revolution. Participation involves
the planning and execution of these events, as well as attendance. The
medal covers the celebration of any event’s 250th anniversary where said
event related directly to acts of resistance to British attempts to coerce the
residents in America: from the first Parliamentary Acts protested after the
conclusion of the French and Indian Wars, through the armed struggle of
the American War for Independence, to the ratification of the Treaty of
Paris by the Continental Congress. This therefore will cover any public
celebrations in the Period from 2014 to 2033.

50. Arthur M. King Eagle Scout Contest Medal – The Arthur M. King
Eagle Scout Contest Medal is designed to recognize those individuals who
make significant financial contributions to the Arthur M. & Brenda King
Eagle Scout Contest. The medal may be presented to the donor or to honor
any individual designated by the donor(s) to recognize contributions to
Scouting through the BSA. The medal is issued for an initial donation of
$500.00; additional $500.00 contributions are recognized by Bronze,
Gold, and Silver palms.
50. Dr. Joseph Warren Medal for Orations – The Dr. Joseph Warren
Medal for Orations or “The Warren Medal” is designed to recognize those
individuals who make significant contributions to the endowment fund.
The Medal may be presented to the donor or to honor any individual
designated by the donor(s) in recognition of their contributions to the
National Oration Contest. Dr. Joseph Warren, a Boston doctor, was
selected to commemorate the anniversary of the Boston Massacre.
Because unforgiving British officers and sympathizers would heckle the
orator, Warren presented his oration with a steady and firm voice.
Warren’s stirring oratory skill recruited more patriots and moved others to
support the Revolution.

50. Thomas Jefferson Medal for Support of the Essay Contest – The
Jefferson Essay Medal is awarded by the National Society to recognize
financial support for the George S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest. The
funds generated by sales of the medal are used to increase the endowment
for the scholarships awarded to the national essay contest winners.
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50. SAR Americanism Youth Awards Medal – The Americanism Youth
Awards Medal is awarded by the National Society to recognize financial
support for the Americanism Elementary School Poster Contest and the
Sergeant Moses Adams Middle School Brochure Contest. The funds
generated by sales of the medal are used to increase the endowment for the
cash awards presented by these contests. The medal is awarded following
a donation of $250.00 or more.
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Appendix A
Two Logo Forms Download
•
•
•
•

Letterhead
Business Cards
Forms
Certificates
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Sons of the American Revolution

Missouri SAR

Ozark Mountain Chapter
Media Advisory Template

MEDIA ADVISORY
PHOTO/VIDEO OPPORTUNITY
Local Sons of the American Revolution Chapter [NAME] to Host [EVENT/PROGRAM]
WHAT: [Chapter’s name] is presenting a program on [Program] at [Location] on [Date].
[Add a line or two about the specific event — such as what’s involved and if the public can attend — and try to
note any interesting visuals for broadcast media.]
WHEN: [Date +Time]
WHERE: [Address]
WHO: [List anyone attending who the media could interview or who might draw the media’s interest.]
About the America250 Projects of the Sons of the American Revolution
The America250 SAR Project Committee members work on the national, state and local levels to promote the
commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution and the establishment of the United
States. It designs commemorative merchandise and SAR member insignia for the anniversary. This committee
publicizes the anniversary using media, education, and government contacts. The 250th Anniversary Committee
helps develop educational programs and booklets relating to the American Revolution, encourages
the internationally focused SAR societies (including the Canada SAR, France SAR, Germany SAR, International
SAR, Mexico SAR, Spain SAR, Switzerland SAR, and United Kingdom SAR) to plan special Congresses during
the celebrations, and works with other SAR committees to coordinate celebration of the 250th anniversary.
For more information on the America250 program please visit the National Society Sons of the American
Revolution website at: www.sar.org

Volunteer Location Contact:
[Coordinator name]
[Cell phone]
[Email address]

###

0000 Street., City, State Zip Web site URL

Email Address

Date

President

This Certificate of Commendation
Is presented to

Name Here
In Recognition of Exemplary Patriotism
In the display of
The Flag of the United States of America

Date

President

Name Here
is hereby awarded the

Silver
250thAnniversary of the
American Revolution Medal
in recognition of his outstanding support
of the America 250 SAR program

Date

President
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Appendix B
America 250 Merchandise Mall
•
•
•
•
•

Coins
Pins
Shirts
Plaques
Display Rack
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Appendix C
America 250 SAR Programs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Color Guard Programs
Patriot Son Grave Marking Program
History Explorers Intro
A General, A County & Two Privates
Honor Flight News Release
Our Patriots
Patriot Son Grave Marking Brochure & News Release
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Missouri Sons of the American
Revolution
Curtis Trent President

Thomas Robertson
Revolutionary War Veteran
Patriot Son Grave Marking
June 19, 2021
10:00 AM

Major Nathan Boone Chapter
Missouri Society of the War of
1812
J. Howard Fisk, President

1812 Veteran
Lindsey Robertson
Wreath Lying
Lindsey Chapel Cemetery
Republic Missouri

Program of Events
Parade to Post

Stephen Perkins

Pledge of Allegiance

George Swales

Invocation

Curtis Trent

Welcome

J Howard Fisk
Introduce Veterans

Lindsey Robertson
War of 1812

Dan McMurray

Thomas Robertson
American Revolution

Norman Knowlton

Benediction

Don Higgerson

Lindsey Henry Robertson
War of 1812 Veteran
Born 13 August 1792 Amherst Co Virginia
Died 29 July 1861 Brookline
Burial Lindsey Chapel Cemetery, Greene Co, Missouri
Married Delilah Jones 28 January 1813 Tennessee
Burial Lindsey Chapel Cemetery, Greene Co Missouri
Polly Robertson, the sister of Lindsey Robertson, married
Benjamin Hagewood, another veteran of the War of
1812. Robertson received a pension from East Tennessee for
service from September 1814 to May 1815. Robertson served
under Captain Roger's company of COL Johnson's 3d regiment of
East Tennessee Militia; this unit was in many skirmishes and the
devastating Battle of Horseshoe Bend.
Lindsey Robertson was one of the earliest settlers of western
Greene County and became a prosperous farmer owning over 660
acres of land at the time of his death. Robertson built the first
Methodist Episcopal Church in the area and served as the Pastor
until his death. Robertson established the church and burying
ground on land that he and his wife, Delilah donated; as well as
the nearby Lindsey School. Mary, the granddaughter of Delilah
and Lindsey, was the first to be buried on the site in 1846.
Thomas Robertson
Revolutionary War Veteran
Thomas Robertson, Lindsey’s father, was a Revolutionary War
Veteran who received a War Pension and was the son of Arthur
Robertson. Thomas Robertson was born in Ireland in 1762 and
migrated to the US and served in Captains Richard Ballinger and
Woodruff’s companies of the Virginia Militia in 1780-1781. He
married Elizabeth Laine or Lane in 1789. They moved to
Tennessee where Thomas died in Monroe County in 1833. His
pension number is S4157 and several DAR members have joined
using his lineage, some going through Lindsey.

America 250th SAR
The Sons of the American Revolution were formed for the
purpose of honoring the men and women who served their country
to establish a new nation, one based on the freedom of all new
Americans to worship as they chose, to become educated as they
desired and to advance themselves through hard work and skill.
The Sons of the American Revolution locate and mark the graves
of those Patriots who served in the American Revolution as a
means to honor their service and remember their sacrifices. We
also mark the graves of Patriot Sons & Daughters who are the
descendants of Revolutionary Patriots. Today we are proud to
mark the Grave of Lindsey Robertson in honor of his father,
Thomas Robertson who is a veteran of the American Revolution.

Missouri Sons of the American Revolution
Curtis Trent President

Sons of the American Revolution

Missouri SAR

Ozark Mountain Chapter

History Explorers Introduction
The America 250 SAR Committee, History Explorers, is a program of “patriotic education” with a focus
on unique teachable moments, delivered through unique methods. We begin each meeting with
“Revolutionary Times;” discussing a significant event related to the American Revolution which took place
in the month during the revolutionary period that we are making a presentation. Use of the “Timeline to
Revolution” 250th Anniversary events that are now occurring are the basis for these programs.
Use of costumed presenters is encouraged, because it puts your Color Guard members in a public setting
which focuses on our Revolutionary Patriots and offers positive branding for your SAR Chapter. It also
makes your presentation more interesting when attendees can relate to your uniformed presenters and
greeters in a different way.
Use of historic artifacts and facsimile items can be an important part of exploring our message. It will allow
attendees to come into contact with items of interest related to the American Revolution and other time
periods that we cover during quarterly History Explorers events.

0000 Street., City, State Zip Web site URL

Email Address

Sons of the American Revolution

Missouri SAR

Ozark Mountain Chapter

A General, A County
& Two Privates

General Nathanael Greene,
William Freeman
&
James Barham
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Guilford County Courthouse Flag (Source:
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William Freeman: Tar-Heel Patriot
By
Todd Wilkinson

William Freeman was born on October 26, 1759, in Burke County, North Carolina. Little is known
about his early life before he enlisted in the North Carolina militia in 1776. North Carolina was one of the
earliest battlegrounds in the Revolution, with patriots and loyalists fighting for control of the state,
culminating in the Battle of Moore’s Creek Bridge in February, 1776, where a force of 1,000 patriot militia
soundly defeated a force of loyalist Scottish Highlanders and effectively ended British rule in the colony.
North Carolinians met in April and authorized its delegates to the Second Continental Congress to support
any resolution calling for American independence, which would come just three months later in July.
Freeman served three enlistments in the North Carolina militia; his first enlistment was for three
months, under the command of a Captain Andrew Oliver in Colonel Hogan’s regiment. Unlike
Washington’s Continental Army, colonial militias frequently supplied their clothing and weapons, and were
known for being enthusiastic supporters of the patriot cause, but lacking military discipline. Once a
militiaman’s enlistment ended, he would frequently return home to tend to his farm or business.
Freeman’s second enlistment began in 1778, when he joined the 10th North Carolina Regiment,
also known as “Sheppard’s Regiment.” The 10th was recruited largely from the Northeastern portion of the
colony. Freeman served in Captain Child’s company. While family
legend says that Freeman claimed to have served as a scout for General Washington, the 10th saw
no action and was eventually disbanded in June, 1778 at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.
Freeman enlisted for a third time in Captain Taylor’s company in 1781, and during this service he
participated in the Southern campaign of General Nathaniel Greene at the battles of Guildford Courthouse,
North Carolina and Camden, South Carolina. While Guilford Courthousewas considered to be a British
victory, Greene was able to buy time for Washington’s forces andsuccessfully slowed British General
Cornwallis’ advance through the Carolinas. "We fight, get beat, rise, and fight again," Greene reportedly
said, speaking of the hard-fought battles and numerous reverses of fortune of the American forces during
the Southern Campaign of the Revolution.
Like many Revolutionary War patriots, Freeman eventually moved west across the Appalachian
Mountains as part of the new republic’s expansion after the end of hostilities. In 1832, Freeman applied for
a pension while living in Maury County Tennessee. The pension wasgranted, and Freeman and his family
– wife Mary Bryan and five children – soon found themselves on the move again in 1834, settling in the
small village of Springfield, in the county named for his commander at Guilford Courthouse. Their 1602|Page

acre farm was located near the corner of what is today Glenstone and Cherry Streets in East Springfield.
Sheriff Freeman was assisted by Lemuel Austin, one of Freeman’s grandchildren, in locating the grave,
who remembered that the walnut casket was located under a large elm tree, but said, "Dig crosswaysfor I
might be off a little."
William Freeman died at the age of 79 on January 28, 1839, and was buried on his farm.In 1912,
one of his descendants, Sheriff Walter Freeman, and the local chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution, sought to locate Freeman’s grave and reinter him in the SpringfieldNational Cemetery. He was
reinterred on June 22, 1912. He lies there today, the only veteran ofthe Revolution buried in the cemetery.
A simple veterans gravestone, inscribed “Wm.
FREEMAN, 10th N.C. MIL. REV. WAR” marks his final resting spot among other Americanswho
gave, in the words of Abraham Lincoln, “The last full measure of devotion”.

Headstone of William Freeman in Springfield National Cemetery (Source: findagrave.com)

Sources

•
•
•

http://www.nps.gov/guco/index.htm (Guilford Courthouse National Military Park)
http://www.nps.gov/mocr/index.htm (Moore’s Creek Bridge Battlefield)
https://thelibrary.org/lochist/history/paspres/freeman.html (Past and Present of Greene
County, Missouri, Springfield-Greene County Public Library Local History & Genealogy
Department)
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Nathanael Greene and the Revolution
By
Gregoy French
Washington. Adams. Jefferson. Lafayette. Greene? In the immense history of the American
Revolution, the first four names likely stand out to casual students of the war. All Americans remember
Washington, the fearless and innovative general who crossed the Delaware River on Christmas Eve, 1776
to surprise the Hessian garrison at Trenton, New Jersey and later became our first president.
Adams is remembered by many as the politician, diplomat to France and the Netherlands during
the Revolution, and second president of the United States. Jefferson stands out in popular memory as the
author of the Declaration of Independence, Washington’s first Secretary of State, and our third president.
Lafayette captures the popular romantic image of the Revolution as the handsome, young French
aristocrat and soldier who became obsessed with the cause of American independence, volunteered to serve
under Washington, and later became one of his most trusted generals. His impact on the American memory
of the conflict is best illustrated by the actions of the first American troops to arrive in France in 1917, who
marched to Lafayette’s grave in Paris and
famously announced, “Lafayette, we are here!” But, who is Nathanael Greene? And why is he
generally forgotten in the history of the Revolution? Many people may pass through a Greene County, a
town named Greenville, or drive past a Nathanael Greene Park, yet would know little of the man.
Several factors may play into Greene’s forgotten contributions. He lacked the charisma of
Washington in many ways, had a limp which perhaps impacted people’s perceptions of him, and was softspoken. Greene also died shortly after the war, on June 19, 1786, and therefore did not have the opportunity
to serve in the new United States government or military as Washington, Adams, and Jefferson did. He also
served prominently in the lesser known Southern Theater of the war, though he was at Washington’s side
at Long Island, Trenton, and many other Northern engagements. Greene’s great battles of Guilford
Courthouse, Eutaw Springs, and Cowpens (won by General Daniel Morgan, who served under Greene)
took place only a few months before British General Lord Cornwallis’ defeat at Yorktown in October 1781.
Washington’s victory at Yorktown thus served to overshadow Greene’s actions, despite the fact
that Greene’s hit and run strategies in the South had necessitated Cornwallis’ retreat to Yorktown
in the first place.
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Battle of Guilford Courthouse (Source: Wikipedia)
Despite Greene’s lack of prominence in the popular history of the conflict, he nevertheless stands
out as one of the most innovative and successful combat generals of the entire Revolution. His ability to
outmaneuver his opponents, fight battles at times and places of his choosing, and inflict high casualties on
professional European armies highlights his value to Washington. One can learn a lot about an individual
through what others say of him. A letter from George Washington to the Continental Congress is instructive
as to Washington’s high opinion of Nathanael Greene, who is a man “in whose abilities, fortitude and
integrity, from a long and intimate experience of them, I have the most entire confidence.” Greene, though
he may not have realized it and people today tend to forget, was an embodiment of the American dream.
Like Lincoln seventy years later, Greene was a self-educated man who taught himself military science by
candlelight. He served as the commanding general of Rhode Island’s army at the onset of the Revolution,
became one of the youngest generals in the Continental Army, and emerged as Washington’s choice to
command the strategically significant Southern Theater. He deserves our admiration and respect.

Sources
•

Library of Congress, American Memory Timeline.
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/
timeline/index.html

•

George Washington’s Mount Vernon. http://www.mountvernon.org/digitalencyclopedia/article/nathanael-greene/
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Pvt. James Barham: Revolutionary
Veteran and Pioneer
By
Zachary J. Zweigle
The sun beamed brilliantly through the retreating clouds of cannon smoke. On the field ofbattle
stood His Majesty’s soldiers lined up and flying the white flag of surrender. Across the field, stood the U.S.
Continental Army poised in victory. For over six years, U.S. forces had fought valiantly up and down the
eastern seaboard of the United States, and it was now time to enjoy victory. On October 19, 1781, General
Lord Charles Cornwallis was expected to surrenderhis sword to General George Washington as a symbolic
representation of surrender. However,
the proud leader of His Majesty’s forces instead sent his second-in-command, General Charles
O’Hara. In response, Washington sent forth his second-in-command Benjamin Lincoln to receivethe sword
from O’Hara.

John Trumbull, Siege of Yorktown, 1820 (Source: Wikipedia.org)
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Standing at attention within the ranks of American soldiers at Yorktown, Virginia, was ayoung
private named James Barham – an eyewitness to this incredible moment. For Barham hadfought the war.
And now, both young nation and young soldier could proudly proclaim its national status without fear of
harassment or threat of war. Private Barham was just seventeen years of age, yet he now carried the label
of patriot and veteran.
Barham was born in Southampton County, Virginia on May 18, 1764 to James Sr. and Mary
(Thorpe) Barham. At that time, Barham’s home was in the Colony of Virginia, under British Rule. He was
born a subject, not a citizen. His allegiance was to his sovereign, King George III. Barham was born during
a turbulent time. Colonists in New England were beginning to question their position within the British
Empire. The French and Indian War had been a costly fight to secure Britain’s North American colonies,
and the cost of that war filtered down inthe form of taxes imposed upon the colonists. Just three weeks prior
to the birth of Barham, the British Parliament passed the Sugar Act on April 5, 1764, essentially lighting
the long fuse that eventually exploded into Revolution. And that Revolution was defended by young Private
JamesBarham.
At the start of the American Revolution Barham was just eleven years of age. As the warentered
into its final year. Barham voluntarily joined the Virginia Militia on January 1, 1781 in place of Zadok Bell,
who had been drafted for the war. Barham served in Captain Whitehead’s militia regiment under General
Nathaniel Greene’s division. Barham’s total term of service was nine months and three weeks.
Following the Revolutionary War, Barham moved back to Virginia, and four years later in 1785,
he married Prudence (Freeman) Dunn. Dunn was a widow with six children. Like so many pioneers during
that period, the couple began a series of relocations that would eventually take them to new territories in
the west. In 1785, the couple moved south to Wake County, NorthCarolina, near Raleigh. The couple lived
in Wake County for seven years before moving west to Guilford County, North Carolina near Greensboro
in 1792. The move to Guilford County was followed by a further move northwest to Stokes County, North
Carolina in 1799. Barham would remain in Stokes County for 14 years.
In 1813, Barham moved the family to Logan County, Kentucky. This great trans- Appalachian
move was made by many families during the period. The United States was growing in territory, and
pioneers sought land claims in the west. Just two years after moving to Kentucky, Barham’s wife Prudence
died on January 1, 1815. Nine months later, Barham marriedhis second wife Elizabeth Houston. The new
couple remained in Logan County for 13 years before moving farther west to Calloway County, Kentucky
in 1828. They spent five years in Calloway County before moving to Trigg County, Kentucky in 1833. So
it was while living in Trigg County, that Barham reached the age of 69, thus eligible to apply for his
Revolutionary retirement pension.
In early 1846, Barham made his final move to Greene County and settled near Willard, Missouri.
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He made this final move to be closer to his children during the final years of his life. In1837, his daughter
Phoebe (Barham) Tatum and her husband had established residence in Willard. The young Tatum couple
was instrumental in establishing Mount Pleasant Baptist Church. In 1846, Barham transferred his pension
from Kentucky to Missouri. Nine years later, on April 10, 1855, Barham applied for a bounty land warrant
in Greene County.
Barham spent the rest of his long life in Greene Country, Missouri. His time was spent hunting,
fishing, raising pack hound dogs, and telling stories about his life and experiences growing old in the new
nation. Barham’s long life began as American colonists resisted British rule, he served in the American
Revolution, lived through the American War of 1812, moved numerous times as the more western territory
was established, and died on January 8, 1865, justfour months prior to the conclusion of the American Civil
War. Barham was eyewitness to history, and at 101 years of age, he had lived through the first 90 years of
his new nation’s history.

Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Willard, Missouri (Source: waymarking.com)

Sources
•

Life of James Barham. http://curtis-williams-missouri.blogspot.com/2013/05/life-of- celebrated-jamesbarham.html

•

Siege at Yorktown. http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/cornwallis-surrenders-at- yorktown
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Dress in Colonial and Revolutionary America
By
Gregory French
Throughout this evening’s presentation, you will see on stage various styles of colonial clothing
worn by our presenters, ranging from military uniforms of officers and common soldiers, the outfit of a
“town crier,” and the dress of an upper-class eighteenth century woman. As you may have noticed on stage,
clothing styles in colonial America could vary greatly in appearance based on one’s social class, region in
which he or she lived, occupation, and even thetime of year! A very common misconception many people
may have concerning colonial societyis that most people made their own clothing in this era. However,
this statement is misleading.
Most Americans, with the exceptions of the extreme lower classes and those citizens living onthe
frontier, far from a tailor shop, did not make their own clothing.
Colonial citizens, especially those in the middle and upper classes, would buy the vast majority of
their clothing from traveling traders and merchants in the larger communities. Many elite colonial citizens,
such as George Washington, paid close attention to the latest English fashions and made sure their
measurements were on file with London tailor shops to ensure their suits and dresses were in keeping with
the latest styles. Men’s suits, for example, would be madeof fine silk and wool, with added features such
as buttons and other accessories. Women would purchase many items for their everyday apparel, such as
petticoats, laces, corsets, shoes, aprons, cloaks, and stockings. Everyday items, such as domestic gowns,
would tend to be homemade.
Clothing tended to be less formal in the summer, as the heat made heavy coats and gowns
unbearable, and in daily business/labor activities. An upper class Virginia tobacco planter, for example,
would dress informally and in lighter clothing to work on the plantation, but would beexpected to wear his
most formal attire for a ball or other social gathering.
How did eighteenth century Americans acquire such a diverse amount of clothing? The short
answer is trade. More broadly, colonial America existed as one stop in a vast trans-Atlanticand global
trading network. The American colonies existed within the British Empire as a source of raw materials,
such as cotton, tobacco, indigo, and timber, which were sent to England in return for manufactured products
(such as clothing!). Silks from China, cloth from Holland, and shoes from England all eventually made
their way to America as part of this global network of trade.
At the core of this productive trans-Atlantic and global network, unfortunately, was slavery. The
lucrative slave trade brought slaves from Africa to Spanish and Portuguese colonies in the Caribbean and
South America, as well as to British colonies in North America. Slave labor produced cotton which English
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manufacturers would ultimately turn into clothing, and the profits Virginia planters made from slave labor
would then be used to purchase the latestfashions. Of course, slaves themselves needed to be clothed. Cheap
linens, hose, and caps, continuously made their way across the Atlantic from Europe to be worn by slaves
laboring in the fields.
Thus, colonial clothing was incredibly diverse in terms of styles and socio-economic differences
amongst the population. The immense variety of colonial dress reflected America’s unique place in the
British Empire’s vast trans-Atlantic global trading network. In many ways, colonial clothing options varied
as much as the voluminous fashions and styles of today’s globalcommunity.

Portrait of the Washington Family (Source: Wikipedia.com)

Sources
•
Baumgarten, Linda. Looking at Eighteenth-Century Clothing. Colonial Williamsburg.
http://www.history.org/history/clothing/intro/clothing.cfm
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Food in Colonial America
By
Gregory French

Much like clothing and fashion, food and cookware in colonial America also reflected thediversity
of social and economic, as well as regional, conditions. The time of year dictated what fruits and vegetables
would be available due to the lack of modern refrigerators, but the use of salt or “smoking” meats allowed
for some foods to be preserved over a longer period of time. In comparing colonial-era cooking with today’s
modern methods, one might be shocked to learn thebasic methods are the same. Food could be fried,
baked, boiled, and roasted. Many of the items colonial Americans ate also would be familiar to modern
observers, as a typical colonial diet consisted of various meats (chicken, beef, pork), fresh fish, bread, and
numerous vegetables.
The art of cooking a meal for a large family, or a social gathering such as a ball, represented as
much of challenge to the kitchen staff of a large mansion as it did to the typical colonial mother. If one
wanted to prepare fresh meat or fish, the killing and cleaning of the animal would by necessity need to take
place on the morning of the dinner. Due to the lack of modern ovens, wood fires would be used extensively.
Therefore, colonial families always needed a large supply of wood on hand, not only for cooking but for
heating the home as well. Askilled cook was required to light a proper fire, observe its temperature, and
use hot coals as colonial versions of modern oven burners (the stove top).
A typical dinner at an upper-class Virginia plantation would look far different than a mealof a
middle or lower class family, both in terms of the food served and the utensils and plates on which the food
was presented. Cooks used heavy amounts of seasoning in the colonial era, muchmore than a modern
observer would be able to handle! Seasonings such as sugar, salt, nutmeg, and even cinnamon made their
way into many colonial dishes. On many occasions, the entire chicken, pig, or fish would be presented with
the animal’s head and feet still attached! Items such as hearts and brains were considered by many colonials
as rare treats. Much like the fancymeals of today, a formal meal would consist of several stages with
different foods served at various times throughout the meal. In terms of drinks served, water was not as
popular due to the risk of disease and contamination. Sweet alcoholic wines and punches, along with large
amounts of beer, coffee, hard apple cider, and tea, would be more commonly found on the table.For dessert,
pies, such as apple, and various sweet pastries would commonly be served.
The types of food, drinks, and desserts served at typical meals varied depending on one’s social
class. The utensils, plates, and cups from which colonial Americans enjoyed their meals also varied widely
based on a family’s social class and the formality of the event. Plates and bowls could be wooden, or in
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middle and upper class homes they would be made of pewter and even silver! Drinks could also commonly
be served in wooden, pewter, or glass cups. Much like in many American homes today, some colonial
families possessed an extensive set of valuable imported china, which would be used for special occasions
(perhaps once or twice a year).
Colonial Americans drank large amounts of alcoholic beverages, including rum and whisky. These
items, in upper class homes, would commonly be stored in glass containers and brought out for dinner.
In conclusion, colonial American clothing and food was as diverse as the people who lived in
Britain’s American colonies, which stretched from Georgia in the south to New Hampshire in the north.
Both clothing worn and food served varied immensely based on the time of year, availability of certain
meats and vegetables, and one’s social class. The world of colonial America in the eighteenth century, then,
was incredibly diverse.

Paul Revere and a silver teapot (Source: Wikipedia.org)

Sources
o

Crews, Ed. Colonial Foodways. Colonial Williamsburg.
https://www.history.org/Foundation/journal/Autumn04/food.cfm

o

Colonial America: The Simple Life. http://colonial-american-life.blogspot.com/2009/08/earlyamerica
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Presentation By:

Missouri Society, Ozark Mountain Chapter
Sons of the American Revolution, Springfield, Missouri,
www.MOSSAR.org

info@mossar.org
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Sons of the American Revolution

Virginia SAR

Immediate Release

Sons of the American Revolution Virginia Society
Hosted Honor Flight
Sunday October 12, 2021, 11:08am Loudoun County Senior Center in Sterling, Virginia. The Virginia
Society Sons of the American Revolution Color Guard supported the Honor Flight of veterans going to
Washington, DC, the second Honor Flight group they have supported this fall.
“This was an excellent opportunity to provide awareness on the 250th Anniversary of the American
Revolution and we proudly carried our new 250th NSSAR Anniversary flag.”

Pictured left to right: Marc Robinson - CJWII Chapter President & Color Guard Commander, Kenneth Bonner - Virginia
Society SAR Color Guard Commander & dual member of CJWII, Dale Corey - CJWII Chapter Deputy CG Commander &
VASSAR Veteran Committee Chairman, Sean Carrigan - CJWII Chapter Color Guardsman, Brett Osborn - CJWII Chapter Color
Guardsman & CJWII Chapter 250th Anniversary Committee Chairman.

About the America250 SAR Committee
The America 250 SAR Committee works at the national, state, and local levels to promote the
commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution and the formation of the United

States. It develops educational programs, maintains a list of events, publishes articles and booklets, and
publicizes the anniversary through media, education, and government contacts. The committee also helps
the International Sons of the American Revolution Societies of Canada, France, Germany, Mexico, Spain,
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom in planning their special celebrations.
Learn more at http://www.sar.org

Volunteer Location Contact:
Brett Osborn
bwosborn@verizon.net
NOTES TO MEDIA AND PRESS MATERIALS:
Photos and video available via Dropbox or available upon email request.
###

Sons of the American Revolution

Missouri SAR

Ozark Mountain Chapter

“Our Patriots”
An America 250 SAR Project

OURPATRIOTS.COM
The Ozark Mountain Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution is initiating a genealogy project that can
potentially involve every family in Southwest Missouri and beyond. Our Patriots are those men and
women who are veterans of the Revolutionary War that are buried in Southwest Missouri. Liberty,
freedom and patriotism are the heart of this program designed to give ownership of America to everyone;
our youth in particular.
Our Patriots is important, because it engages everyone in patriotic education, research projects and
programs. Identifying descendants of American Patriots helps lead communities into the celebration of
our 250th anniversary and it presents the opportunity to discover many new members for the SAR and
DAR.
This is a 250th anniversary (America 250!) project which will be celebrated from now until 2026 and
beyond. The project offers the opportunity for citizens from across Missouri, as well as, the citizens of
every hamlet and town in America to assemble their own community tree of Our Patriots. The value of
this program is in promoting the heritage of Our Patriots while also learning about other family members
from our past.
By working together we find links to Our Patriots through Patriots in each community as we find our
claim on America, the country our Patriots fought and died to establish. Students can find their link to the
past and be able to share a claim in the America that is their birthright, a country that may currently be
unknown to them.
Join the Ozark Mountain Chapter Sons of the American Revolution in our quest to find Our Patriots and
share an understanding of liberty, freedom and patriotism.
The process of creating the Our Patriots web site lies in entering information from family records, bibles
and family genealogies. The web site software is designed to begin with a Revolutionary War Patriot and
entering all available information on his descendants for as many generations as possible. It is assumed
that the more information that is made available the more will become available as citizens share the
previously unknown information as they browse the web site.
This web site is intended to be a safe repository of cloud-based data that will offer universally accessible
information for genealogists and family members alike.

Revolutionary War Patriots of Greene County
Service, Migration and the family they leave in Greene County
The Ozark Mountain Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution is beginning a family tree project that
begins with Revolutionary War Patriots David Bedell, Elisha Headlee and Samuel Steel. These Patriot
families intermarried and were also responsible for the use of their family name by former slave families.
Bedell and Headlee are buried in Old Salem Cemetery and Steel is buried nearby at Mt. Comfort
Cemetery.
We will explore the family connections of these Patriots and build a simple family tree beginning with
these three Patriots. This project is the origin of a family tree as a 250th anniversary project for the
community.
The Bedell and Headlee Patriots were married to sisters and Headlee had three children that married Steel
children. Two daughters of Patriot William Freeman married War Veteran Samuel Austin's sons.

Freeman is in the National Cemetery and Samuel Austin is buried 100 yards away in Hazelwood
Cemetery.
William Freeman, the only Patriot buried in the Springfield National Cemetery will be a featured
presentation in that we will discuss his Revolutionary War exploits and his move to Missouri with his
wife and 5 of his living children. James Barham, the oldest Patriot buried at Mount Pleasant Cemetery in
Greene County is important to the narrative due to his long life and influence on the Willard, Missouri
area.
History Explorers will examine the event that followed the long trail of our Patriot families from the
home of their birth to Missouri and connects their descendants with those living in Greene County today.
We will discuss migration patterns and the manner in which early settlers traveled together exploring a
new nation.
Just to the south of Springfield in Christian County we find Patriots, Isaac Garrison, John Pettijohn and
Timothy Scruggs. In Polk County are Patriots Morris Mitchell, James Hopkins and William Murphy.
Just west of Springfield in Lawrence County we find William Lumley and Thomas Hash buried in small
private cemeteries. Webster County’s Clifton Cemetery holds the remains of Patriot Nathan Clifton.

Major Nathan Boone was born at Boone
Station, Kentucky in 1780 and moved to Spanish
Missouri with his family in 1799. In 1807, he and
his brother Daniel Morgan Boone first worked the
Salt licks in what became known as the Booneslick
Country. The brothers built the Booneslick Road,
which became a major overland route in early
Missouri and eventually became prosperous
businessmen.
Boone formed a militia unit when the War
of 1812 broke out and served as Captain of a
company of United States Rangers which scouted in
the country between the Mississippi and Illinois and
fought in a number of skirmishes. He also took part
in an expedition led by Henry Dodge to relieve
settlers who had been raided by Miami
Indians. Boone served honorably during the
Second War for American Independence; during
this time he attained the rank of Major in the militia
by the end of war.
After he mustered out Boone retired to his
farm in St. Charles County, Missouri. He built the
first stone house north of the Missouri River where
he and family lived; his father lived there in his later
life and his died there in Defiance, Missouri.
In 1820 Nathan Boone was a delegate to the
Missouri constitutional convention and helped with
Missouri statehood in 1821. Boone participated in
the Black Hawk War in 1832 and after the
conclusion of those hostilities, he entered the
regular army as captain in the United States
Regiment of Dragoons, the direct predecessor of the
US Army 1St Cavalry Regiment; the regiment's first
commander being Colonel Dodge. Boone

participated in the First Dragoon Expedition,
notable for making the first contact between the
United States federal government and the southern
plains Indian.
His army service further included
participation in the Second Dragoon Expedition,
surveying the boundaries between the Creek and
Cherokee Indian nations, and leading his own
expedition into the southwestern plains in 1843. In
1847, he was made major in the army and
lieutenant-colonel in 1853. In 1853,
Nathan Boone resigned and retired to his
home in Greene County, Missouri, where he died in
1856.
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Daniel Boone Revolutionary
Ken Lawrence
Lieutenant Colonel Daniel Boone is the
name that looms larger than any in the lore of the
early American West as his exploits made him a
legend in his own time. Born on November 2, 1734
Daniel Boone grew up in Oley Township
Pennsylvania. At the age of fifteen, he left
Pennsylvania with his family and resided for about
a year in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley before he
finally settled along the Yadkin River in North
Carolina. Boone made his living as a market hunter.
Boone traveled far from home for months and
sometimes years at a time, relying on the money
from the sale of deer and other skins to support
himself and his family.
In the spring of 1755, Boone was a
Waggoner on Major General Edward Braddock’s
expedition to Fort Duquesne. During the march, he
met a trader named John Findley who regaled him
with tales of a veritable paradise west of the
Allegheny Mountains called Kentucky.
After a brief courtship, Boone married
Rebecca Bryan on August 14, 1756. Their marriage
spanned more than half a century and produced ten
children, the youngest being Nathan Boone. In the
ensuing years Boone’s hunting took him throughout

the Carolinas and south to Florida. In 1769 Boone
and Findley set out to what became Tennessee,
going from Virginia through the Cumberland Gap,
and on June 7, Boone caught his first sight of
Kentucky.
In the summer of 1773, Boone led settlers
from Virginia to settle Kentucky. While traveling
through Powell’s Valley in southwestern Virginia, a
small group traveling behind the main party was
ambushed by Delaware, Shawnee and Cherokee
warriors. Among those killed was Boone’s oldest
son, James. The tragedy prompted Boone to
abandon his efforts to settle Kentucky.
Another opportunity came in March 1775
when Judge Richard Henderson, formed the
Transylvania Company in Kentucky and invited
Boone to participate.
Their goal was to buy
Kentucky from the Cherokees. Heading a band of
axmen, Boone cleared a path that would later
become the Wilderness Road. Boone’s party
stopped near a salt lick along the Kentucky River on
April 6. There, he established a small fort to which
he
gave
his
name,
Boonesborough
Thirteen days later in far away Massachusetts,
Minutemen clashed with British infantry at
Lexington and Concord. The battles ignited the
American Revolution, which soon spread westward
as the Crown hoped to maintain control over the
Ohio River Valley. As 1777 opened, the British
raided Kentucky to destroy crops and livestock in
order to force the abandonment of the settlements.
Boone himself was shot during a raid on
Boonesborough. For the next three years, Boone
served as a representative in the Virginia
Legislature. Despite the surrender of Lord Charles
Cornwallis’ army at Yorktown in October 1781,
raids by Shawnees and Great Lakes tribes
continued.
In the middle of August 1782 Boone headed
a party to relieve Bryan’s Station which had been
attacked by a combined Loyalist and Indian force

under British Captain William Caldwell. Colonel
Early on the morning of August 19, Todd attacked
Caldwell on a ridge overlooking the Licking River
at the Blue Licks. In a battle of just fifteen minutes,
Caldwell managed to set the Kentuckians to flight
and inflicted over 50% casualties. Among them was
Boone’s son, Israel. Boone earned legendary status
as a remarkable Indian fighter and frontiersman, but
unable to make ends meet and with creditors closing
in, Boone decided to leave Kentucky for good in
1799 and move to the Spanish Territory of
Missouri. The Spanish were pleased to have
someone of Boone’s stature in Missouri. Authorities
gave him a land grant and made him a judge of sorts,
where he handed out justice under the shade tree in
the front yard of Nathan Boone’s stone home in
Defiance, Missouri. As Boone grew older, he was
visited by many travelers and passersby who just
wanted to say they had met the legendary pioneer
hero.
Boone stated that “Many heroic actions and
chivalrous adventures are related about me which
only exist in the regions of fantasy. With me the
world has taken great liberties, and yet I have been
but a common man.”
Boone died on September 26, 1820, and
was buried with Rebecca in Frankfort, Kentucky.
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Nathan Boone Patriot Son of Daniel Boone Honored in Missouri
Ashgrove, Missouri – April 21, 2021 –The Ozark Mountain Chapter Missouri SAR, held an event at the
Nathan Boone Historical Site near Ash Grove, Missouri. The event was held in conjunction with the Major
Nathan Boone Chapter of the General Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Missouri, who was
celebrating the 10th anniversary of the chapter.
The Major Nathan Boone Chapter had a brief Anniversary Celebration in the Boone Homestead where that
conducted their first meeting. Following the meeting, the attendees walked to the graves of Nathan Boone
and his wife Olive (Van Bibber) Boone. The Ozark Mountain Chapter, SAR, honored Boone as a Patriot
Son by placing a bronze medallion on his gravestone identifying Boone as the Son of a Patriot.
Major Nathan Boone was a militiaman in the War of 1812 seeing action in Missouri, Illinois, and Kentucky.
Later he was an Indian Agent, Missouri Legislator, and prominent figure in Southwest Missouri. Nathan
was the youngest child of Daniel Boone who was a captain in the militia during the American Revolution.
He was credited with blazing the Wilderness Trail through the Cumberland Gap and leading thousands of
pioneers across the mountains to the Boonesborough Kentucky settlement which was named for him.
Boone was an essential Indian fighter as he fought in the wilderness against the British allies. In July 1776
he led a group of settlers who were able to rescue, unharmed, his daughter and two other girls who had been
captured by Indians three days earlier. Daniel is best known for his exploration of the Kentucky frontier
and the settlement of the area that became the state of Kentucky. Later in life he received a grant from the
Spanish government for land in what would become the State of Missouri. He died in Missouri where he
lived with his son Nathan Boone near Defiance, Missouri. Nathan Boone later moved to Greene County,
Missouri where his homestead and grave site are located.
The event was attended by thirteen SAR members, six Color Guardsmen and seven War of 1812 members,
including the Missouri SAR President, George Swales and War of 1812 President Sumner Hunnewell.

L-R Charles McMillian, Donald Higgerson, Mel McNeal, Daniel F. Piedlow, George Swales,
Curtis Trent, Steve Perkins, Ken Lawrence, Joe Patton, Dan Philbrick, Dan McMurray, Sumner Hunnewell, J. Howard Fisk, and
Daniel J. Piedlow (not in photo).

Wreath, muskets, sword, and gravestone of Nathan Boone

About the America250 SAR Projects of the Sons of the American Revolution
The America250 SAR Project Committee members work on the national, state and local levels to promote
the commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution and the establishment of the
United States. It designs commemorative merchandise and SAR member insignia for the anniversary. This
committee publicizes the anniversary using media, education, and government contacts. The 250th
Anniversary Committee helps develop educational programs and booklets relating to the American
Revolution, encourages the internationally focused SAR societies (including the Canada SAR, France
SAR, Germany SAR, International SAR, Mexico SAR, Spain SAR, Switzerland SAR, and United
Kingdom SAR) to plan special Congresses during the celebrations, and works with other SAR committees
to coordinate celebration of the 250th anniversary.
For more information on the America250 SAR program please visit the National Society Sons of the
American Revolution website at: www.sar.org
Press contact:

J. Howard Fisk
(417) 862-5285
jhoward@fisk.limo
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Boy Scouts American Patriot Program
America 250 Minute Program
Wreaths Across America
Grave Markings
Legends in Conservation
History Explorers
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American Patriot Merit Badge Workshop
Purpose
• Provide a service to the local Scouts in support of local Scouting organizations that focus on
basic merit badges.
• Provide an opportunity for Scouts to earn the three merit badges American Heritage, Genealogy
and Law.
• To promote and build awareness of the Arthur M. and Berdena King Eagle Scout Contest.
• To build a relationship with local Scouting units and find additional opportunities to promote
patriotism and American history with different programs and community service projects.
• To foster a curiosity and desire to learn about our American Heritage, Family Genealogy and
the Laws that govern our communities and country.
Results
We started promoting the workshop by first attending the local Scout Council District Roundtable meeting
for local Scout Masters. We were then able to have the Scout Council and Districts promote the workshop
in their newsletters and on their Facebook pages. There was also alink set up to go directly to a PDF of the
application for the units to mail back in. Scouts were able to sign up for two of the three merit badges
offered. We conducted morning and afternoon sessions on each merit badge. Each merit badge has a list of
prerequisites that need to be completed prior to the workshop.

Recommendations
• Limit attendance to only First-Class Scouts and above to
avoid working with Scouts that were too young and
unprepared to complete the work. With limited space,
you wanted to offer merit badges to older Scouts who
will be applying for the Eagle Scout Award.
• Emphasize and make sure that the Scouts complete the
prerequisites before they come to the workshop.
• Require that the merit badge cards are completed and
signed by reviewing at the workshop registration that
day so that when Scouts check in you know that they can
complete the merit badges for which they are registered.
• Limit the size of each class to no more than 10 or 12
Scouts to provide the ideal learning environment.

This is a worthwhile and sustainable program
that will support and promote the ideals and
objectives of the Sons of the American
Revolutions through support of the Scouting
program.

►
►
►

►

Must be 1st Class Scout or above
Read the Merit Badge Book for Course – Current Edition
Bring COMPLETED & SIGNED Blue Merit Badge Card to the Workshop
Scouts must have requirements signed off and blue card with them in order to take classes.
• American Heritage requirements: 1, 2, 4, 5
• Genealogy requirements: 2, 3, 4, 6, 7
• Law requirements: 4, 6, 7
Scout Advancement Chairman Review Merit Badge Work Sheet & Advise

8:00 AM
8:05 AM

Registrationdeadline:
October 14, 2021

Flag Ceremony & Group Photo - Color Guard
Welcome & Introductions - Gary Gift
(these instructors will teach both AM and PM sessions)
American Heritage Instruction - Dr. Norm Knowlton
Genealogy Merit Badge Instruction - Steve Perkins
Law Merit Badge Instruction - Gary Bishop & Lee Viorel

1st Class Scouts and above
Subject to availability
$5.00 per merit badge
ALL courses available AM & PM
Sessions.

8:20 AM
Assemble Scouts for Merit Badge Classes
Classes Begin
Lunch on your own / pack a lunch – drink machines on site
Assemble for Merit Badge Classes
Classes Begin
Presentation of Awards - Instructors
Closing Remarks - Gary Gift
SCOUT LEADERS MUST BE ON SITE FOR THE DURATION OF THE DAY.

8:30 AM
12:00 PM
12:45 PM
1:00 PM
4:00 PM
►

To registerfor the American Patriot Merit Badge Workshop send this FORM & FEES to:

OMC SAR

PO BOX 1421

SPRINGFIELD, MO 65801

For more information or questions, contact Gary Gift at gary.gift@hotmail.com or 417-860-5886
SCOUT NAME

LEADER NAME

UNIT #

UNIT
#

POSITION

SCOUTMASTER PRINT NAME:
SCOUTMASTER PHONE:
# SCOUTS
X 5.00/BADGE = $

MERIT BADGE:

MERIT BADGE:

1ST CHOICE

2ND CHOICE

EMAIL

SCOUT RANK

PHONE

SCOUTMASTER EMAIL:
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : OMC SAR
REGISTRATION FORM SUBMITTED DATE:

American Heritage™
Merit Badge Workbook
This workbook can help you but you still need to read the merit badge pamphlet.
This Workbook can help you organize your thoughts as you prepare to meet with your merit badge counselor.
You still must satisfy your counselor that you can demonstrate each skill and have learned the information.
You should use the work space provided for each requirement to keep track of which requirements have been completed,
and to make notes for discussing the item with your counselor, not for providing full and complete answers.
If a requirement says that you must take an action using words such as "discuss", "show",
"tell", "explain", "demonstrate", "identify", etc, that is what you must do.
Merit Badge Counselors may not require the use of this or any similar workbooks.
No one may add or subtract from the official requirements found in Scouts BSA Requirements (Pub. 33216 – SKU 653801).
The requirements were last issued or revised in 2020 • This workbook was updated in March 2021.

Scout’s Name:

Unit:

Counselor’s Name:

Phone No.:

http://www.USScouts.Org

Email:

•

http://www.MeritBadge.Org

Please submit errors, omissions, comments or suggestions about this workbook to: Workbooks@USScouts.Org
Comments or suggestions for changes to the requirements for the merit badge should be sent to: Merit.Badge@Scouting.Org

1. Read the Declaration of Independence. Pay close attention to the section that begins with "We hold these truths to be selfevident" and ends with "to provide new Guards for future security." Rewrite that section in your own words, making it as easy
to understand as possible. Then share your writing with your merit badge counselor and discuss the importance of the
Declaration of Independence.

2. Do TWO of the following:
 a. Select two individuals from American history, one a political leader (a president, senator, etc.) and the other a
private citizen (a writer, religious leader, etc.). Find out about each person's accomplishments and compare the
contributions each has made to America's heritage.
1. Political Leader:
Accomplishments & Contributions

Workbook © Copyright 2020 - U.S. Scouting Service Project, Inc. - All Rights Reserved
Requirements © Copyright, Boy Scouts of America (Used with permission.)
The name American Heritage™ is a trademark owned by
American Heritage Publishing Company, Inc. and is used by permission
This workbook may be reproduced and used locally by Scouts and Scouters for purposes consistent with the programs of the Boy
Scouts of America (BSA), the World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM) or other Scouting and Guiding Organizations.
However it may NOT be used or reproduced for electronic redistribution or for commercial or other non-Scouting purposes without
the express permission of the U. S. Scouting Service Project, Inc. (USSSP).

American Heritage™

Scout's Name:

2. Private Citizen:
Accomplishments & Contributions

 b.

With your counselor's approval, choose an organization that has promoted some type of positive change in
American society.
Find out why the organization believed this change was necessary and how it helped to accomplish the change.
Why:

How:

Discuss how this organization is related to events or situations from America's past.

American Heritage™ - Merit Badge Workbook
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American Heritage™
 c.

Scout's Name:

With your counselor's approval, interview two veterans of the U.S. military. Find out what their experiences were
like. Ask the veterans what they believe they accomplished.
Veteran 1:
Experiences & accomplishments

Veteran 2:
Experiences & accomplishments

 d.

With your counselor's approval, interview three people in your community of different ages and occupations. Ask
these people what America means to them, what they think is special about this country, and what American
traditions they feel are important to preserve.
Person 1:
What America means to them

What do they think is special about this country?

American Heritage™ - Merit Badge Workbook
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American Heritage™

Scout's Name:

What American traditions are important to preserve?

Person 2:
What America means to them

What do they think is special about this country?

What American traditions are important to preserve?

Person 3:
What America means to them

American Heritage™ - Merit Badge Workbook
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American Heritage™

Scout's Name:

What do they think is special about this country?

What American traditions are important to preserve?

3. Do the following:
a Select a topic related to the United States that is currently in the news.
Describe to your counselor what is happening.

Explain how today's events are related to or affected by the events and values of America's past.

American Heritage - Merit Badge Workbook

Page 5 of 14

American Heritage™

Scout's Name:

b. For each of the following, describe its adoption, tell about any changes since its adoption, and explain how each one
continues to influence Americans today: the flag, the Pledge of Allegiance, the Great Seal of the United States, the
motto, and the national anthem.
The Flag:
Adoption

Changes

Influence today

The Pledge of Allegiance:
Adoption

Changes

Influence today

American Heritage - Merit Badge Workbook
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American Heritage™

Scout's Name:

The Great Seal:of the United States
Adoption

Changes

Influence today

The Motto:
Adoption

Changes

Influence today

American Heritage - Merit Badge Workbook
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American Heritage™

Scout's Name:

The National Anthem:
Adoption

Changes

Influence today

c. Research your family's history. Find out how various events and situations in American history affected your family.
If your family immigrated to America, tell the reasons why. Share what you find with your counselor.

American Heritage™ - Merit Badge Workbook
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American Heritage™

Scout's Name:

4. Do TWO of the following:
 a. Explain what is meant by the National Register of Historic Places.

and how a property becomes eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

Make a map of your local area, marking the points of historical interest.

American Heritage - Merit Badge Workbook
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American Heritage™

Scout's Name:

Tell about any National Register properties in your area. Share the map with your counselor, and describe the
historical points you have indicated.

 b.

Research an event of historical importance that took place in or near your area. If possible, visit the place. Tell your
counselor about the event and how it affected local history.

Describe how the area looked then and what it now looks like.
Then

Now

American Heritage™ - Merit Badge Workbook
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American Heritage™
 c.

Scout's Name:

Find out when, why, and how your town or neighborhood started, and what ethnic, national, or racial groups played
a part.
When:
Why:

How

What groups:

Find out how the area has changed over the past 50 years and try to explain why.

 d.

Take an active part in a program about an event or person in American history. Report to your counselor about the
program, the part you took, and the subject.

American Heritage™ - Merit Badge Workbook
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American Heritage™
 e.

Scout's Name:

Visit a historic trail or walk in your area.
After your visit, share with your counselor what you have learned. Discuss the importance of this location and
explain why you think it might qualify for National Register listing.

5. Do ONE of the following:
a. Watch two motion pictures (with the approval and permission of your counselor and parent) that are set in some period
of American history. Describe to your counselor how accurate each film is with regard to the historical events depicted
and also with regard to the way the characters are portrayed.
Film 1:
Period
Accuracy of time
Accuracy of characters
Film 2:
Period
Accuracy of time
Accuracy of characters
b. Read a biography (with your counselor's approval) of someone who has made a contribution to America's heritage. Tell
some things you admire about this individual and some things you do not admire.

Explain why you think this person has made a positive or a negative contribution to America's heritage.

American Heritage™ - Merit Badge Workbook

Page. 12 of 14

American Heritage™

Scout's Name:

c. Listen to recordings of popular songs from various periods of American history. Share five of these songs with your
counselor, and describe how each song reflects the way people felt about the period in which it was popular. If a
recording is not available, have a copy of the lyrics available.
Song 1.

Song 2.

Song 3.

Song 4.

Song 5.

American Heritage™ - Merit Badge Workbook
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American Heritage™

Scout's Name:

6. Discuss with your counselor the career opportunities in American heritage.

Pick one that interests you and explain how to prepare for this career.
Career

Discuss what education and training are required for this career.
Education

Training

When working on merit badges, Scouts and Scouters should be aware of some vital information in the current edition of
the Guide to Advancement (BSA publication 33088).Important excerpts from that publication can be downloaded from
http://usscouts.org/advance/docs/GTA-Excerpts-meritbadges.pdf.
You can download a complete copy of the Guide to Advancement from http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf.

American Heritage - Merit Badge Workbook
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Genealogy
Merit Badge Workbook
This workbook can help you but you still need to read the merit badge pamphlet.
This Workbook can help you organize your thoughts as you prepare to meet with your merit badge counselor.
You still must satisfy your counselor that you can demonstrate each skill and have learned the information.
You should use the work space provided for each requirement to keep track of which requirements have been completed,
and to make notes for discussing the item with your counselor, not for providing full and complete answers.
If a requirement says that you must take an action using words such as "discuss", "show",
"tell", "explain", "demonstrate", "identify", etc, that is what you must do.
Merit Badge Counselors may not require the use of this or any similar workbooks.
No one may add or subtract from the official requirements found in Scouts BSA Requirements (Pub. 33216 – SKU 653801).
This workbook was updated in June 2020.
The requirements were last issued or revised in 2006 •

Scout’s Name:
Counselor’s Name:

Unit:
Phone No.:

http://www.USScouts.Org

Email:

•

http://www.MeritBadge.Org

Please submit errors, omissions, comments or suggestions about this workbook to: Workbooks@USScouts.Org
Comments or suggestions for changes to the requirements for the merit badge should be sent to: Merit.Badge@Scouting.Org

1. Explain to your counselor what the words genealogy, ancestor, and descendant mean.
Genealogy:

Ancestor:

Descendant:

Workbook © Copyright 2020 - U.S. Scouting Service Project, Inc. - All Rights Reserved
Requirements © Copyright, Boy Scouts of America (Used with permission.)
This workbook may be reproduced and used locally by Scouts and Scouters for purposes consistent with the programs of the Boy
Scouts of America (BSA), the World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM) or other Scouting and Guiding Organizations.
However it may NOT be used or reproduced for electronic redistribution or for commercial or other non-Scouting purposes without
the express permission of the U. S. Scouting Service Project, Inc. (USSSP).

Genealogy

Scout's Name:

2. Do ONE of the following:
 a. Do a time line for yourself or for a relative.

Then write a short biography based on that time line.

 b. Keep a journal for 6 weeks. You must write in it at least once a week.
Genealogy - Merit Badge Workbook

Page. 2 of 8

Genealogy

Scout's Name:

3. With your parent's help, choose a relative or a family acquaintance you can interview in person, by telephone, or by email or letter. Record the information you collect so you do not forget it.

4. Do the following:
a. Name three types of genealogical resources and explain how these resources can help you chart your family
tree.
1.

2.

3.

Genealogy - Merit Badge Workbook
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Genealogy

Scout's Name:

 b. Obtain at least one genealogical document that supports an event that is or can be recorded on your pedigree
chart or family group record. The document could be found at home or at a government office, religious
organization, archive, or library.
c. Tell how you would evaluate the genealogical information you found for requirement 4b.

5. Contact ONE of the following individuals or institutions.
 a. A genealogical or lineage society
 b. A professional genealogist (someone who gets paid for doing genealogical research)
 c. A surname organization, such as your family's organization
 d. A genealogical education facility or institution.
 e. A genealogical record repository of any type (courthouse, genealogical library, state or national archive, state
library, etc.)
Ask what genealogical services, records, or activities this individual or institution provides, and report the results:

 6.

Begin your family tree by listing yourself and include at least two additional generations. You may complete this
requirement by using the chart provided in the Genealogy merit badge pamphlet or the genealogy software program of
your choice. (See the sample Pedigree Chart at the end of this workbook)
 7. Complete a family group record form, listing yourself and your brothers and sisters as the children. On another family
group record form, show one of your parents and his or her brothers and sisters as the children. This requirement may
be completed using the chart provided or the genealogy software program of your choice.
(See the sample Family Group Record Charts at the end of this workbook)
8. Do the following:
a. Explain the effect computers and the Internet are having on the world of genealogy.

Genealogy - Merit Badge Workbook
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Genealogy

Scout's Name:
b. Explain how photography (including microfilming) has influenced genealogy.

9.

Discuss what you have learned about your family and your family members through your genealogical research.

When working on merit badges, Scouts and Scouters should be aware of some vital information in the current edition of
the Guide to Advancement (BSA publication 33088). Important excerpts from that publication can be downloaded from
http://usscouts.org/advance/docs/GTA-Excerpts-meritbadges.pdf.
You can download a complete copy of the Guide to Advancement from http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf.
Genealogy - Merit Badge Workbook
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Pedigree Chart

Scout's Name:

My Father;
Name:
Born:
Place:
Married:
Place:
Died:

Me

Place:

Name:
Born:
Place:
Married:
Place:
Died:
Place:

My Mother:
Name:
Born:
Place:
Married:
Place:
Died:
Place:

Genealogy - Merit Badge Workbook

His Father: Name:
Born:
Place:
Married:
Place:
Died:
Place:
His Mother: Name:
Born:
Place:
Married:
Place:
Died:
Place:
Her Father: Name:
Born:
Place:
Married:
Place:
Died:
Place:
Her Mother: Name:
Born:
Place:
Married:
Place:
Died:
Place:
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Family Group Record (Listing you as a child)

Scout's Name:

Husband’s Name
Birth Date

Place

Died

Place

Married

Place

Father’s Name

Mother’s Name

Other info

Wife’s Maiden Name
Birth Date

Place

Died

Place

Father’s Name

Mother’s Name

Other info

Children (list whether living or dead, in order of Birth)
Name

Male/Female

Birth Date

Place

Spouse’s Name

Other Info

Died

Place

Married

Place

Name

Male/Female

Birth Date

Place

Spouse’s Name

Other Info

Died

Place

Married

Place

Name

Male/Female

Birth Date

Place

Spouse’s Name

Other Info

Died

Place

Married

Place

Name

Male/Female

Birth Date

Place

Spouse’s Name

Other Info

Died

Place

Married

Place

Name

Male/Female

Birth Date

Place

Spouse’s Name

Other Info

Died

Place

Married

Place
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Family Group Record (Listing one of your parents as a child)

Scout's Name:

Husband’s Name
Birth Date

Place

Died

Place

Married

Place

Father’s Name

Mother’s Name

Other info

Wife’s Maiden Name
Birth Date

Place

Died

Place

Father’s Name

Mother’s Name

Other info

Children (list whether living or dead, in order of Birth)
Name

Male/Female

Birth Date

Place

Spouse’s Name

Other Info

Died

Place

Married

Place

Name

Male/Female

Birth Date

Place

Spouse’s Name

Other Info

Died

Place

Married

Place

Name

Male/Female

Birth Date

Place

Spouse’s Name

Other Info

Died

Place

Married

Place

Name

Male/Female

Birth Date

Place

Spouse’s Name

Other Info

Died

Place

Married

Place

Name

Male/Female

Birth Date

Place

Spouse’s Name

Other Info

Died

Place

Married

Place
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Law
Merit Badge Workbook
This workbook can help you but you still need to read the merit badge pamphlet.
This Workbook can help you organize your thoughts as you prepare to meet with your merit badge counselor.
You still must satisfy your counselor that you can demonstrate each skill and have learned the information.
You should use the work space provided for each requirement to keep track of which requirements have been completed,
and to make notes for discussing the item with your counselor, not for providing full and complete answers.
If a requirement says that you must take an action using words such as "discuss", "show",
"tell", "explain", "demonstrate", "identify", etc, that is what you must do.
Merit Badge Counselors may not require the use of this or any similar workbooks.
No one may add or subtract from the official requirements found in Scouts BSA Requirements (Pub. 33216 – SKU 653801).
This workbook was updated in June 2020.
The requirements were last issued or revised in 2019 •

Scout’s Name:
Counselor’s Name:

Unit:
Phone No.:

http://www.USScouts.Org

Email:

•

http://www.MeritBadge.Org

Please submit errors, omissions, comments or suggestions about this workbook to: Workbooks@USScouts.Org
Comments or suggestions for changes to the requirements for the merit badge should be sent to: Merit.Badge@Scouting.Org

1. Define "law."

Tell some of its sources.

Describe functions it serves.

Workbook © Copyright 2020 - U.S. Scouting Service Project, Inc. - All Rights Reserved
Requirements © Copyright, Boy Scouts of America (Used with permission.)
This workbook may be reproduced and used locally by Scouts and Scouters for purposes consistent with the programs of the
Boy Scouts of America (BSA), the World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM) or other Scouting and Guiding Organizations.
However it may NOT be used or reproduced for electronic redistribution or for commercial or other non-Scouting
purposes without the express permission of the U. S. Scouting Service Project, Inc. (USSSP).

Law

Scout's Name:

2. Discuss TWO of the following:
 a. The Justinian Code, The Code of Hammurabi, and the Magna Carta.
 b. The development of the jury system.
 c. Two famous trials in history.
1.

2.

3. Tell what civil law is; tell what criminal law is.
Civil law:

Criminal law:

Tell the main differences between them.

Law - Merit Badge Workbook
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Law

Scout's Name:
Give examples of each.
Civil law:

Criminal law:

4. Ask five people (not more than one from your immediate family) about the role of law enforcement officers in our society.
Discuss their answers with them.
1.

2.

3.

Law - Merit Badge Workbook
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Law

Scout's Name:
4.

5.

 Go to a law enforcement officer in your neighborhood and ask about his or her responsibilities and duties.
Report your findings.

5. Tell about several laws that were passed to protect the consumer and the seller.
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Law

Scout's Name:
Tell about several organizations that provide help to consumers and sellers.

6. Do ONE of the following:
 a. Attend a session of a civil or criminal court. Write 250 words or more on what you saw.

 b.

Plan and conduct a mock trial with your troop or school class. After the trial is over, discuss it with the group.
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Law

Scout's Name:

7. Arrange a visit with a lawyer who works for a business, bank, title company, or government agency. Find out his or her
duties and responsibilities. Report what you learned.

8. Explain the requirements for becoming a lawyer in your state.

Describe how judges are selected in your state.

9. Make a list of 15 jobs which deal with some aspect of law or legal processes.
1.

9.

2.

10

3.

11

4.

.12.

5.

13.

6.

14

7.

15.

8.

Law - Merit Badge Workbook
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Law

Scout's Name:
Tell which you prefer.
Why?

10. Tell where people can go to obtain the help of a lawyer if they are unable to pay for one.

Tell what you can do if you can afford a lawyer but do not know of any in your area.

Law - Merit Badge Workbook
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Law
Scout's Name:
11. Discuss with your counselor the importance of TWO of the following areas of the law:
 a. Environmental law
 b. Computers and the Internet
 c. Copyright and the Internet
 d. Immigration
 e. Patents
 f. Biotechnology
 g. Privacy law
 h. International law
1.

2.

When working on merit badges, Scouts and Scouters should be aware of some vital information in the current edition of
the Guide to Advancement (BSA publication 33088). Important excerpts from that publication can be downloaded from
http://usscouts.org/advance/docs/GTA-Excerpts-meritbadges.pdf.
You can download a complete copy of the Guide to Advancement from http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf.
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Appendix E
Revolutionary Era Presentations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

America 250 Minute
Wreaths Across America
Revolutionary War Timelines
State Newsletter
Legends in Conservation
Patriot Sons & Daughters
History Explorers
Liberty Tree
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Sons of the American Revolution

California SAR

America250 “Minute”
Orange County
November 13, 2021
The Battle of Alamance took place on May 16, 1771 and was the final battle of the Regulator
Movement, a rebellion in colonial North Carolina over issues of taxation and local control,
considered by some to be the opening salvo of the American Revolution.
The Battle
On the evening of May 15, 1771, Royal Governor William Tryon received word that the
Regulators were camped about six miles away. The next morning, Tryon's troops set out to a field
about one-half mile from the camp of the Regulators.
Tryon sent one of his aides-de-camp, Captain Philemon Hawkins II, and the Sheriff of Orange
County with a proclamation to disband in the hour.
By midday the hour had expired. Tryon sent one final warning:
“Gentlemen and Regulators: Those of you who are not too far committed should desist and quietly
return to your homes, those of you who have laid yourselves liable should submit without
resistance. I and others promise to obtain for you the best possible terms. The Governor will grant
you nothing. You are unprepared for war! You have no cannon! You have no military training!
You have no commanding officers to lead you in battle. You have no ammunition. You will be
defeated!”
At about this time, two men who had been attempting to negotiate a peace between the two sides
left Tryon's camp: Reverend David Caldwell and Robert Thompson. Caldwell made it to the field
between the two lines, but was warned by the Regulators, who saw that the Governor was about
to open fire. Thompson was detained by Tryon as a prisoner. Tryon, in a moment of anger, took a
musket from a militiaman and shot Thompson dead. Realizing what he had done, he sent a flag
bearer named Donald Malcolm with a white flag in hopes of calming things quickly. The flag
bearer was himself fired upon by the Regulators, who called out, "Fire and be damned".
The Regulators lacked the leadership, organization, and ammunition that Tryon had, but the early
course of the battle went well for them. They employed what was referred to as "Indian style"
fighting, hiding behind trees and avoiding structure and lines.
The Governor sent a second white flag, but the aide-de-camp was killed while regulator Patrick
Muller called for his fellow insurgents to cease fire. Outraged at the disregard of a second white
flag, the Governor rallied his troops against the insurgents, whose ammunition was running out.
Many of the Regulators fled the field. Some of the Regulators remained behind to continue firing
upon the militia. Tryon then ordered the woods to be set on fire.[8]

Losses for both sides are disputed. Tryon reported nine dead and 61 wounded among the
militia. Both sides counted nine dead among the Regulators and from dozens to approximately
two-hundred wounded.[10]
Following the battle, Tryon's militia army traveled through Regulator territory, where he had
Regulators and Regulator sympathizers sign loyalty oaths and destroyed the properties of the most
active Regulators. He also raised taxes to pay for his militia's defeat of the Regulators.[6]
At the time of their defeat at Alamance, public opinion was decidedly against the Regulators. They
were seen as "lawless desperadoes," and Governor Tryon was praised for his actions in stamping
out the rebellion.[9] As news articles spread the word of his victory, Tryon was branded a hero of
the colonies for defeating the larger group of Regulators with his small, well prepared militia.
However, as the initial excitement over the battle died down, many newsmen, especially in
the Boston area, began to question the reasons behind the rebellion and investigated further.
Several reasons were found to regard the destruction of the Regulators as an act of an oppressive
government. Most particularly admonished was the methods in which Tryon had used to win the
battle. The use of a riot act and the execution of rebellion leaders after the battle was frowned
upon. Reports also indicated that battlefield misconduct had taken place on the governor's side,
including giving the farmers a two-hour warning period before the battle began, and subsequently
breaking that agreement to bombard them with artillery fire.[9]
Many surviving anti-Regulators changed allegiance as time went on: e.g. William Hooper (signer
of the Declaration of Independence), Alexander Martin (NC Senator and Governor), Francis Nash
(Brigadier General under George Washington died from wounds in battle), and Samuel Johnston
(NC Senator and Governor) became patriots during the Revolution.[3][4]
Source: Wikipedia

Sons of the American Revolution
America 250 SAR Committee

Case History #1
Wreaths Across America Program (WAA)
Purpose:
1. Participate in honoring veterans by laying wreaths on veterans’ graves through the International
Wreaths Across America Program
2. Sell wreaths as a fundraiser for the chapter or state.

How To Participate
1. Sign up as a participant in an existing WAA program in a National cemetery near you.
a. Check with a National Cemetery near you to be added to their program. If you have a Color
Guard, ask to be added to their Opening and Closing presentation of colors. If you can, ask
to fire a musket volley at the end of the ceremony and before they lay wreaths. If they will
let you offer to lay wreaths at specific graves.
2. Set up a WAA program in a cemetery near you.
a. Sign up and follow the instructions at Wreaths Across America web site.
3. Sell wreaths during the year as a fundraiser.
a. Wreaths sell for $15 each and you will receive a $5 rebate. You must be an authorized
seller so sign up at Wreaths Across America web site. They have all of the forms, posters,
flyers, classes and customer service you need.

Files in this folder
1. Samples of news releases, poster, sales forms, flyers that you can use using the SAR, WAA and
America 250 SAR logos.

Willamette National Cemetery Announced as
an Official Location for the 2021 National
Wreaths Across America Day
The Lewis & Clark Chapter Color Guard, Oregon Sons of the American Revolution will join the cemetery
and the more than 2,500 participating locations across the country to Remember, Honor and Teach on
Saturday, Dec. 18, 2021
Columbia Falls, MAINE, and Portland, OREGON — Jan. 1, 2021 — National nonprofit Wreaths
Across America (WAA) announced today that Willamette National Cemetery in Portland, OREGON has
once again joined in the effort to support the mission to Remember, Honor, Teach, as an official location
for 2021. This is the FIFTH year that the Lewis & Clark Chapter, Oregon Sons of the American Revolution
cemetery will participate in this national event.
Wreaths Across America started as a simple gesture of thanks that has grown into a national movement of
dedicated volunteers and communities coming together to not only remember the nation’s fallen and honor
their service, but to teach the next generation about the sacrifices made for us to live freely. This year, there
will be more than 2,500 participating locations placing wreaths on National Wreaths Across America Day
– Saturday, Dec. 18, 2021 – with more than two million volunteers coming together.
The goal for Willamette National Cemetery and the Oregon SAR is to raise enough funds to place 250,000
veterans’ wreaths on the headstones of all the local heroes laid to rest there, to ensure that the individuals
who served to protect the freedoms of our country never be forgotten and to bring the community together
in patriotic commemoration.
“We are forever grateful for the thousands of supporters who dedicate their time and effort to fulfilling our
mission on a local level,” said Karen Worcester, executive director, Wreaths Across America. “These
individuals and their communities know the value of remembering the fallen, honoring those who currently
serve and teaching the next generation about the sacrifices made for our freedom every day, and without
their continued support, Wreaths Across America would not exist.”
Those interested in volunteering for Wreaths Across America, or sponsoring a wreath for Willamette
National Cemetery, are invited to visit the Lewis & Clark chapter website
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/18637/Overview/?relatedId=14929 to learn more. National
Wreaths Across America Day is a free, non-political, community event open to all people.
Wreaths Across America is the non-profit organization best known for placing veterans’ wreaths on the
headstones of our nation’s fallen at Arlington National Cemetery. However, the organization, in total,
places more than 1.7 million sponsored wreaths at 2557 participating locations nationwide and offers other

programs throughout the calendar year. These programs include The Mobile Education Exhibit and Wreaths
Across America Radio, among other education programs.

You can sponsor a wreath for $15 at
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/18637/Overview/?relatedId=14929. Each sponsorship goes
toward a fresh balsam veteran’s wreath that will be placed on the headstone of an American hero as we
endeavor to honor all veterans laid to rest at [Local Cemetery] this December.
About Wreaths Across America
Wreaths Across America is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded to continue and expand the annual
wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery begun by Maine businessman Morrill Worcester
in 1992. The organization’s mission – Remember, Honor, Teach – is carried out in part each year by
coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies in December at Arlington, as well as at thousands of veterans’
cemeteries and other locations in all 50 states and beyond.
For more information or to sponsor a wreath please visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.
About the America250 SAR Committee
The America 250 SAR Committee works at the national, state, and local levels to promote the
commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution and the formation of the United
States. It develops educational programs, maintains a list of events, publishes articles and booklets, and
publicizes the anniversary through media, education, and government contacts. The committee also helps
the International Sons of the American Revolution Societies of Canada, France, Germany, Mexico, Spain,
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom in planning their special celebrations.
Learn more at http://www.sar.com

Volunteer Location Contact:
Michael Tieman
503-717-3071
mlt@america250sar.org
NOTES TO MEDIA AND PRESS MATERIALS:
Photos and video available via Dropbox or available upon email request.
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Oregon SAR

Lewis & Clark Chapter

Immediate Release

Local Lewis & Clark Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution
To Participate at the Beaverton Memorial Day Celebration for
Wreaths Across America Program
WHAT: As part of the America 250 SAR celebrations, the
Lewis & Clark Chapter is presenting a program on Wreaths
Across America at their booth on May 31, 2021. The public
can purchase wreaths for $15 each to be laid on veteran;
graves at Willamette National Cemetery on Sat., Dec. 18,
2021.
Again this year the Lewis & Clark Chapter Color Guard of the Oregon Society
Sons of the American Revolution will be participating in the Beaverton
Memorial Day Celebration. We have been honored each year to be asked to fire
a musket volley in honor of those who died in battle to help preserve our Freedom. After the celebration,
the public can drop by the Lewis & Clark SAR booth to enjoy their Wreaths Across America presentation
and purchase wreaths to be laid at veterans’ graves at Willamette National Cemetery on Sat., Dec. 18, 2021.
WHEN: May 31, 2021, from 10:00 am – 1:00pm.
WHERE: at the Beaverton Veterans Memorial Park, Beaverton, Oregon
WHO: The Mayor of Beaverton and other public and military dignitaries will be on hand for interviews
and photos.
About the America250 SAR Committee
The America 250 SAR Committee works at the national, state, and local levels to promote the
commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution and the formation of the United
States. It develops educational programs, maintains a list of events, publishes articles and booklets, and
publicizes the anniversary through media, education, and government contacts. The committee also helps
the International Sons of the American Revolution Societies of Canada, France, Germany, Mexico, Spain,
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom in planning their special celebrations.
Learn more at http://www.sar.com

Volunteer Location Contact:
Michael Tieman
503-717-3071
mlt@america250sar.org
NOTES TO MEDIA AND PRESS MATERIALS: Photos and video available via Dropbox or available upon email request.

Immediate Release

Two Local Color Guards Participated in the Wreaths Across
America Program at Willamette National Cemetery
The Lewis & Clark Chapter Color Guard of the Oregon Sons of the American Revolution and
the Grand Ronde Honor Guard participated in the Wreaths Across America Program to lay
wreaths at veterans’ graves at Willamette National Cemetery
PORTLAND, Oregon — December 18, 2021 – It was cold
and rainy at Willamette National Cemetery this morning.
Despite the weather, Oregonians turned out for the holiday
tradition of laying wreaths on veterans’ graves for Wreaths
Across America.
The Lewis & Clark Color Guard was honored to provide a
musket volley at today’s event. In addition, the Color Guard
was privileged to escort the Grand Ronde Honor Guard
(Veterans' Board of the Confederated Tribes of the Grand
Ronde Community), who posted the colors at today’s wreathlaying ceremony.
Native Americans serve in the United States’ armed forces in
greater numbers per capita than anyone else. The Oneida
Indian Nation was the United States’ first ally in the War for
Independence — playing a key role in the battles of Oriskany and Saratoga.
Local Oregon SAR volunteers
worked hard all year selling
wreaths to ensure that veterans
laid to rest at Willamette
National
Cemetery
were
honored today on National
Wreaths Across America Day.
“Part of what we do is not only
sell wreaths at our public
booth, but our Oregon SAR
Color Guard will lay wreaths at
specific veteran’s graves, say
their name and salute them in
honor of their service,” said
Michael
Tieman,
state
president, Oregon SAR. “This
year our Color Guard laid 91
wreaths at specific graves.

From William Cannon, the only Revolutionary War Soldier buried in Oregon, veterans of the war of 1812,
WWI and WWII to veterans of current conflicts.”

This year, the ceremony, was held today
simultaneously across the country at more than
2,500 participating locations.
The event was open to the public. All veterans,
active-duty military, and their families as well as
the local community were all invited and
encouraged to attend and learn more about
Wreaths Across America’s yearlong mission to
Remember, Honor, Teach. This event helps to
teach not only the next generation but all
community members and visitors about the
services and sacrifices of our nation’s military.
“With each local event held across the country, volunteers help build community awareness and
understanding of the organization's year-long mission to Remember, Honor, Teach,” said Karen Worcester,
executive director, Wreaths Across America. “However, in light of the current health crisis, we feel events
like this one have taken on even more meaning by providing the opportunity for people to safely participate
in something that is both educational and fun, while supporting and giving back to the community when it
is needed most.”
Volunteers and supporters of the Wreaths Across America work throughout the year to honor our veterans
through fundraising events, projects and services that better our community which in turn helps grow
awareness for the mission to Remember, Honor, Teach, and generate wreath sponsorships for placement
on National Wreaths Across America Day. This year, on Saturday, Dec. 18, 2021.
Wreaths Across America is the non-profit organization best known for placing veterans’ wreaths on the
headstones of our nation’s fallen at Arlington National Cemetery. However, the organization, in total,
places more than 1.7 million sponsored wreaths at 2557 participating locations nationwide and offers other
programs throughout the calendar year. These programs include The Mobile Education Exhibit and Wreaths
Across America Radio, among other education programs.
About Wreaths Across America
Wreaths Across America is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded to continue and expand the annual
wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery begun by Maine businessman Morrill Worcester
in 1992. The organization’s mission – Remember, Honor, Teach – is carried out in part each year by

coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies in December at Arlington, as well as at thousands of veterans’
cemeteries and other locations in all 50 states and beyond.
For more information or to sponsor a wreath please visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.
About the America250 SAR Committee
The America 250 SAR Committee works at the national, state, and local levels to promote the
commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution and the formation of the United
States. It develops educational programs, maintains a list of events, publishes articles and booklets, and
publicizes the anniversary through media, education, and government contacts. The committee also helps
the International Sons of the American Revolution Societies of Canada, France, Germany, Mexico, Spain,
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom in planning their special celebrations.
Learn more at http://www.sar.com
Local Press contact:

Michael Tieman
(503) 717-3071
mlt@america250sar.org

NOTES TO MEDIA AND PRESS MATERIALS:
Photos and video available via Dropbox or available upon email request.

###

PROCLAMATION
Compatriot Participation in Wreaths Across America
2021
WHEREAS, the organization Wreaths Across America was formed in 2007 as an extension
of the Arlington Wreath Project of 1992, where wreaths were laid at the graves of fallen soldiers
at Arlington National Cemetery; and
WHEREAS, the mission of Wreaths Across America is to REMEMBER fallen U.S.
Veterans from the Revolutionary War through present day conflicts, to HONOR those that
serve and their families, and to TEACH the next generation about the value of freedom; and
WHEREAS, each year, this mission is carried out by the coordination of wreath laying
ceremonies on a specified Saturday in December at Arlington National Cemetery, as well
as at veterans’ cemeteries and other locations in all 50 states and beyond; and
WHEREAS, Wreaths Across America has chosen “LIVE UP TO THEIR LEGACY”
as its 2021 theme to help supporters focus their messaging and outreach in their own
communities; and
WHEREAS, one of the patriotic, historical, and educational purposes of the Sons of the
American Revolution is “to perpetuate the memory” of those individuals “who, by their
services or sacrifices during the war of the American Revolution, achieved the
independence of the American people;” and
WHEREAS, the Sons of the American Revolution will commemorate the 250th
Anniversary of the American Revolution between April 19, 2025 and November 25, 2033,
thereby honoring all of those individuals—including the United States’ first veterans—who
struggled and sacrificed to turnthe Declaration of Independence’s ideals into reality; and
WHEREAS, the Sons of the American Revolution seeks to foster cooperative
arrangements withpatriotic organizations such as Wreaths Across America in pursuit of our
common goals to honor, respect, and support veterans, and to inspire our communities to
“a more profound reverence for the principles of the government founded by our
forefathers;” and
WHEREAS, Wreaths Across America has designated Saturday, December 18, 2021, as
the dateon which volunteers will place wreaths on veterans’ graves and conduct related
ceremonies and commemorations.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Davis Lee Wright, President General of the National Society

of the Sons of the American Revolution, do hereby encourage all Compatriots to join with
Wreaths AcrossAmerica and other patriotic, community, and veterans’ organizations, on
Saturday, December 18, 2021, to participate in wreath-laying ceremonies and activities in
their communities to LIVE UP TOTHEIR LEGACY and the legacy of our great nation.

Davis Lee
Wright President
General, 2021-2022

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, in Louisville, Kentucky, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed
the seal of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution this eighth day of
December, in the year twothousand twenty-one and of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and forty-sixth.

Sons of the American Revolution

Oregon SAR

Revolutionary War Monthly Timeline 1765-1788
Jan.
Jan. 1: Daniel Morgan is taken prisoner during his attempt to take Quebec City 1776
Jan. 1: Mutiny of unpaid Pennsylvania soldiers 1781
Jan. 3: Washington victorious at Princeton 1777
Jan. 6–May 28: Washington winters in Morristown, NJ 1777
Jan. 15: Paine's Common Sense published 1776
Jan. 17: American General Daniel Morgan overwhelmingly defeats British Colonel Tarleton at
Cowpens, SC 1781

Feb.
Feb. 1: The Battle of Cowan's Ford, Huntersville, NC 1781
Feb. 3: Major General Moultrie defeats British detachment at Port Royal Island, SC 1779
Feb. 6: The United States and France sign the French Alliance 1778
Feb. 14: Patriots Andrew Pickens and Elijah Clarke beat Loyalists at Kettle Creek, GA 1779
Feb. 23–24: American George Rogers Clark captures Vincennes (in what is now Indiana) on the
Wabash in the Western campaign 1779
Feb. 27: Revolutionaries drive the loyalists from Moore's Creek Bridge, North Carolina 1776

Mar.
March 2: Articles of Confederation adopted 1781
March 3: British Lt. Colonel Jacques Marcus Prévost defeats Americans under General John
Ashe at Brier Creek, GA 1779
March 3: The Continental fleet captures New Providence Island in the Bahamas 1776
March 5: The Boston Massacre 1770
March 7: British General William Howe replaced by Henry Clinton 1778
March 8: Gnadenhutten massacre, a.k.a. the Moravian massacre. 1782
March 15: British win costly victory at Guilford Courthouse, NC 1781
March 17: The British evacuate Boston; British Navy moves to Halifax, Canada 1776
March 18: The Declaratory Act 1766
March 20: Lord North resigns as British prime minister 1782
March 22: The Stamp Act 1765
March 23: Patrick Henry's "Give me liberty or give me death" speech 1775
March 24: The Quartering Act of 1765
March 31: Boston Port Act, one of the "Intolerable Acts" 1774

Apr.
Apr. 18: The Rides of Paul Revere and William Dawes 1775
Apr. 19: Minutemen and redcoats clash at Lexington and Concord, "the shot heard 'round the
world." 1775
April 19: Congress ratifies preliminary peace treaty 1783
15724 SW Flagstone Dr., Beaverton, OR 97007 www.saroregon.org

oregonsar76@gmail.com
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Oregon SAR

April 25: Greene defeated at Hobkirk's Hill, SC 1781
Apr. 27: Benedict Arnold's troops force a British retreat at Ridgefield, Connecticut. 1777

May.
May 10: The Tea Act 1773
May 10: Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys seize Fort Ticonderoga 1775
May 10: The Second Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia 1775
May 11–13: Major General Augustin Prévost breaks his siege when American forces under Major
General Lincoln approach 1779
May 12: British capture Charleston, SC 1780
May 15: British Major Andrew Maxwell cedes Fort Granby, SC to Lieutenant Colonel Henry Lee
1781
May 20: Battle of Barren Hill, Pennsylvania. Lafayette with 500 men and about 50 Oneida Indians
successfully evade British onslaught 1778
May 20: Administration of Justice Act, one of the "Intolerable Acts" 1774
May 20: Massachusetts Government Act, one of the "Intolerable Acts" 1774
May 20: Treaty of DeWitt's Corner, SC: Cherokees lose most of their land east of the mountains
1777
May 29: Patrick Henry's "If this be treason, make the most of it!" speech 1765
May 29: British crush Americans at Waxhaw Creek, SC 1780
May 30: The Virginia Stamp Act Resolutions 1765

Jun.
June 2: Quartering Act of 1774, one of the "Intolerable Acts" 1774
June 6: Americans recapture Augusta, GA 1781
June 8: Revolutionaries fail to take Three Rivers, Quebec 1776
June 9: The Gaspee Affair 1772
June 12: The Virginia Declaration of Rights 1776
June 14: Flag Resolution 1777
June 15: George Washington named Commander-in-Chief 1775
June 17: Battle of Bunker Hill: The British drive the Americans from Breed's Hill 1775
June 18: British abandon Philadelphia and return to New York 1778
June 18: British hold off Americans at Ninety Six, SC 1781
June 19: Washington's army leaves Valley Forge 1778
June 20: Patriots rout Tories at Ramseur's Mill, NC 1780
June 20: Stono River, SC, Major General Lincoln inflicts extensive British casualties in indecisive
battle 1779
June 21: Spain declares war on Great Britain 1779
June 21: U.S. Constitution adopted, when New Hampshire ratifies it 1788
June 22: Quebec Act, one of the "Intolerable Acts" 1774
June 28: The Battle of Monmouth Court House ends in a draw 1778
June 28: Sullivan's Island, SC, failed British naval attack 1776
June 28: American forces decisively defeat the British Navy at Fort Moultrie, South Carolina 1776
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June 29: The Townshend Revenue Act 1767
June 29: The First Virginia Constitution 1776

Jul.
July 1: At the instigation of British agents, the Cherokee attack along the entire southern frontier
1776
July 1–4: Congress debates and revises the Declaration of Independence. See Chronology of the
Declaration 1776
July 3: Washington assumes command of the Continental Army 1775
July 4: Congress adopts the Declaration of Independence; it's sent to the printer 1776
July 4: George Rogers Clark captures Kaskaskia, a French village south of St. Louis 1778
July 5: St. Clair surrenders Fort Ticonderoga to the British 1777
July 6: "Mad" Anthony Wayne repulsed at Green Springs Farm, VA 1781
July 8: The Declaration of Independence is read publicly 1776
July 8: Fairfield, CT, burned by British 1779
July 11: Norwalk, CT, burned by British 1779
July 11: French troops arrive at Newport, RI, to aid the American cause 1780
July 11: British evacuate Savannah, GA 1782
July 15–16: American "Mad" Anthony Wayne captures Stony Point, NY 1779
July 15: Lyndley's Fort, SC, Patriots fend off attack by Indians and Tories dressed as Indians
1776
July 27: Lafayette arrives in Philadelphia 1777

Aug.
August 1: Boston Non-Importation Agreement 1768
Aug. 1: Ambushed by Cherokees, Patriots are saved by a mounted charge at Seneca, SC 1776
Aug. 2: Delegates begin to sign The Declaration of Independence 1776
Aug. 6: The Redcoats, with Iroquois support, force the patriots back at Oriskany, NY, but then
have to evacuate 1777
Aug. 6: Patriots defeat Tories at Hanging Rock, SC 1780
Aug. 8: French and American forces besiege Newport, RI 1778
Aug. 10: Tugaloo River, SC, Andrew Pickens defeats Cherokees 1776
Aug. 12: Andrew Pickens' detachment surrounded by 185 Cherokee Indians, forms a ring and
fires outward. It is known as the "Ring Fight." 1776
Aug. 12: Colonel David Williamson and Andrew Pickens burn Tamassy, an Indian town 1776
Aug. 16: British rout Americans at Camden, SC 1780
Aug. 16: American Militia under General Stark victorious at the Battle of Bennington, VT (actually
fought in Walloomsac, New York, several miles to the west) 1777
Aug. 19: Henry "Light Horse Harry" Lee attacks Paulus Hook, NJ 1779
Aug. 23: British withdraw from Fort Stanwix, NY, upon hearing of Benedict Arnold's approach
1777
Aug. 25: British General Howe lands at Head of Elk, Maryland 1777
Aug. 27: Redcoats defeat George Washington's army in the Battle of Long Island. Washington's
15724 SW Flagstone Dr., Beaverton, OR 97007 www.saroregon.org

oregonsar76@gmail.com

Sons of the American Revolution

Oregon SAR

Army escapes at night. 1776
Aug. 29: Newtown, NY, after two massacres, American forces burn Indian villages 1779

Sep.
Sept. 3: The United States and Great Britain sign the Treaty of Paris 1783
Sept. 5–Oct. 26: The First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia and issues Declaration
and Resolves 1774
Sept. 8: Greene defeated at Eutaw Springs, SC 1781
Sept. 11: The British win the Battle of Brandywine, Pennsylvania 1777
Sept. 15: French fleet drives British naval force from Chesapeake Bay 1781
Sept. 15: The British occupy New York City 1776
Sept. 16: Rainout at the Battle of the Clouds, Pennsylvania 1777
Sept. 16: Generals George Washington, Nathanael Greene, and Israel Putnam triumphantly hold
their ground at the Battle of Harlem Heights 1776
Sept. 17: U.S. Constitution signed 1787
Sept. 19: Colonel David Williamson's Pennsylvania militia forces attacked by Cherokees at
Coweecho River, NC 1776
Sept. 19: Burgoyne checked by Americans under Gates at Freeman's Farm, NY. This is part of
the "Battles of Saratoga." 1777
Sept. 21: Paoli Massacre, PA 1777
Sept. 23: John André arrested, leading to the exposure of Benedict Arnold's plans to cede West
Point to the British 1780
Sept. 23: John Paul Jones, aboard the Bonhomme Richard, captures British man-of-war Serapis
near English coast 1779
Sept. 26: British under Howe occupy Philadelphia 1777
Sept. 28: The Tappan Massacre ("No Flint" Grey kills 30 Americans by bayonet) 1778

Oct.
Oct. 4: Americans driven off at the Battle of Germantown 1777
Oct. 7: Burgoyne loses second battle of Freeman's Farm, NY (at Bemis Heights). This is part of
the "Battles of Saratoga." 1777
Oct. 7: King's Mountain, SC: battle lasts 65 minutes. American troops led by Isaac Shelby and
John Sevier defeat Major Patrick Ferguson and one third of General Cornwallis's army 1780
Oct. 7–25: The Stamp Act Congress 1765
Oct. 9: American attempt to recapture Savannah, GA fails 1779
Oct 10: Battle of Point Pleasant, Virginia (disputed as to whether it was a battle of the American
Revolution or the culmination of Lord Dunmore's War) 1774
Oct. 11: Benedict Arnold defeated at the Battle of Valcour Island (Lake Champlain), but delayed
British advance 1776
Oct. 14: Washington names Nathanael Greene commander of the Southern Army 1780
Oct. 17: Burgoyne surrenders to American General Gates at Saratoga, NY 1777
Oct. 19: Cornwallis surrounded on land and sea by Americans and French and surrenders at
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Yorktown, VA 1781
Oct. 20: The Association (prohibition of trade with Great Britain) 1774
Oct. 22: Hessian attack on Fort Mercer, NJ repulsed 1777
Oct. 24: Galloway's Plan rejected 1774
Oct. 28: The Americans retreat from White Plains, New York. British casualties (~300) higher than
American (~200). 1776

Nov.
Nov. 16: The Hessians capture Fort Washington, NY 1776
Nov. 16: British capture Fort Mifflin, Pennsylvania 1777
Nov. 20: Lord Cornwallis captures Fort Lee from Nathanael Greene 1776
Nov.–June 23, 1780: Washington's 2nd winter at Morristown, NJ (the harshest winter of the 18th
century) 1779
Nov. 25: British troops leave New York City 1783
Nov. 30: British and Americans sign preliminary Articles of Peace 1782

Dec.
Dec. 5–7: Americans repulse British at Whitemarsh, Pennsylvania 1777
Dec. 11: Virginia and NC patriots rout Loyalist troops and burn Norfolk 1775
Dec. 14: British leave Charleston, SC 1782
Dec. 16: The Boston Tea Party 1773
Dec. 19: Washington's army retires to winter quarters at Valley Forge 1777
Dec. 22: Colonel Thomson with 1,500 rangers and militia capture Loyalists at Great Canebrake,
SC 1775
Dec. 23–30: Snow Campaign, in SC, so called because patriots are impeded by 15" of snow 1775
Dec. 23: Washington resigns as Commander 1783
Dec. 26: Washington crosses the Delaware and captures Trenton from Hessians 1776
Dec. 29: The redcoats occupy Savannah 1778
Dec. 30–31: American forces under Benedict Arnold fail to seize Quebec 1775

Source: https://www.ushistory.org/declaration/revwartimeline.html
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The Gaspee Affair
June 9th, 1772
Background
The HMS Gaspee was a British
customs schooner that enforced the
Navigation Acts, legislation dedicated to
increasing revenue through embargoes and
taxes at the expense of the colonies. The
Navigation Acts became a significant source
of resentment in the 1760s following the
implementation of the Sugar Act in 1764.
Prior to the passage of the Sugar Act, taxes
imposed by the Navigation Acts were
largely ignored by the American colonies,
rendering them useless in regard to revenue
collection.
In the face of rising debt on behalf of
the French and Indian War, Parliament
passed the Sugar Act to serve as
enforcement for the previously uncollected
taxes. Ships belonging to the Royal Navy
were tasked with patrolling the coast to
apprehend colonial mariners that sought to
avoid paying dues pertinent to the Act.

June 9th
On the evening of June 9th, 1772, the
HMS Gaspee gave chase to the Hannah, a
colonial packet ship responsible for
transporting goods that had been suspected
of violating the newly enforced Navigation
Acts. While in pursuit of the fleeting packet
ship, the Gaspee ran aground at a small
peninsula in Warwick, Rhode Island, a point
now aptly named Gaspee Point. The vessel,
commanded by Lieutenant William
Dudingston, was unable to free itself from
the peninsula and thus was to remain in
place until high tide could sweep it back out
to sea.
News quickly travelled inward to
Providence as Captain Lindsey, the captain
of the Hannah, reported the news to a

prominent, well-respected merchant, John
Brown. Brown informed a town crier who
invited all interested parties to gather at a
local tavern to plan the destruction of the
Gaspee.

A 1969 sketch of the HMS Gaspee

June 10th
Just prior to sunrise on the morning of
June 10th, a band of 55 patriots rowed from
shore to the location of the Gaspee. The
raiders were met with little resistance as the
captain and crew of the ship were not
prepared for conflict. Despite many of the
patriots being armed with nothing more than
handspikes, they were quickly able to
subdue the ship. The capture of the Gaspee
swift and overwhelming, with some reports
indicating the men were able to calmly read
through the ship’s papers without incident or
rebellion from the crew. The captain, injured
by a gunshot to the groin, was escorted off
the ship along with the crew before the
boarding party set fire to the ship.
The ship was burnt to the waterline
whereupon the powder magazine exploded,
prompting a spectacle for locals outside
Providence.
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Engraving depicting the burning of the Gaspee

Aftermath
Just days after the loss of his ship,
Dudingston was arrested for seizure of
colonial cargo unrelated to his pursuit of the
Hannah. His commanding officer, Admiral
Montagu, paid his fine before sending him
to England to face a court-martial.
Previous attacks on British naval
vessels were seldomly punished with many
passing without an investigation. However,
by 1772 the Admiralty was not to ignore the
destruction of one of its vessels. The Affair
was to be investigated by the Royal
Commission of Inquiry consisting of the
chiefs of supreme courts of Massachusetts,
New York, and New Jersey, the judge of
vice-admiralty of Boston, and the Governor
of Rhode Island. The Commission
established that anyone suspected of burning
British ships in relation to the Gaspee Affair
was to be extradited to Britain to stand trial
for treason.
The prospect of colonists being sent
to England for trial alarmed many within the
colonies. In Virginia, the House of

Burgesses formed an intercolonial
committee of correspondence to consult
with similar committees throughout the
Thirteen Colonies in response to the threat
of extradition. Reverend John Allen
preached a sermon warning of greedy
monarchs and corrupt judges which was
printed seven times across four colonial
cities, making it one of the most circulated
pamphlets in Colonial America. The
pamphlets are thought to be a primary cause
in awakening the previously inactive Whigs,
the group responsible for a series of
conflicts which culminated in the Battles of
Lexington and Concord.
The Royal Commission of Inquiry
ultimately found that none of the colonists
thought to be associated with the Affair had
sufficient evidence to be extradited. Shortly
after the release of this information, the
Commission declared their inability to deal
with the case, marking a victory for the men
who were involved.
The Gaspee Affair is remembered
annually in Pawtuxet Village where a
festival is held to highlight the event’s
importance. The festival plays host to many
crafts, races, and booths but is headlined by
the burning of the Gaspee and a
Revolutionary War reenactment.

Burning of the Gaspee at Pawtuxet’s Gaspee Days
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Legends in Conservation
By J. Howard Fisk

The goal of the program is to provide an immersive youth conservation and heritage awareness
program that would be unique and memorable. This is accomplished by featuring highlights of the
lives of Daniel Boone, Meriwether Lewis, John James Audubon, William Temple Hornaday and
President Theodore Roosevelt. Each Legend is an important figure in the exploration and
conservation of wild America; chosen for their diversity of influence. These Americans played a
significant role in the early life of the Conservation Movement.
Each Legends in Conservation Program includes a videotape of the Legend, complete curriculum
for teachers with a study guide, script for use in the classroom, a quiz, and other educational
elements. Each of the Legends is a standalone program element so they can be used for a series
of presentations. The filming was all done within Wonders of Wildlife National Museum and
Aquarium to utilize many of the exhibits and features only available at that location.
In the future, the program outline, script, PowerPoint and a complete video of the production will
be available online at http://www.ozarkmountainsar.org/education.html so that schools across
America can access the training materials.
The Sons of the American Revolution, Springfield Little Theatre, Wonders of Wildlife, Missouri
Humanities Council, Missouri Bicentennial Commission, Ozarks Technical Community College
and Families of Antebellum Missouri served as partners of this opportunity to bring this program
to youth across America.

https://youtu.be/ouL9l6ixaBk (Roosevelt)
jhoward@fisk.limo
J. Howard Fisk, President
J. Howard Fisk Limousines, Inc.
Fisk Transportation,
LLC(417) 862-2900 x
4006
(417) 862-5285 Direct Line
www.fisklimo.com & www.fisk.limo

Legends of Conservation
Theodore Roosevelt
My name is Theodore Roosevelt; I was born in New York City in 1858, fifty years
after the Lewis and Clark expedition across the west. The American West was still
untamed and wild, though. A lot of people think I was among the most interesting
and colorful characters in American History.
As a sickly child, I spent many of my young days indoors. I filled my time with
reading and writing. But as I grew older, my health became less of a concern. I was
finally able to spend more time outside. I learned to love animals and nature. My
parents were not happy when some of those animals made their way into the house.
Since my parents were wealthy and generous and they took me with them when they
travelled. I learned to speak five languages on our journeys. I went to Europe and to
Egypt where I learned to hunt. I was good at it and I enjoyed it immensely. My
parents taught me to help others whenever I could.
When I went away to school, I learned that I was especially good at publicspeaking
and loved to study history. It was at Harvard that I met my first wife,Miss Alice
Lee.
I became interested in politics after college. There were a lot of corrupt politicians
in the New York City government, and I knew I could help straighten things out
and use my own code of morals to guide me on the way. I was able to start doing a
lot of good the moment I was elected to city office, and I stayed busy with my job,
going from here to there, helping where I could.

Legends of Conservation
Theodore Roosevelt
Alice Lee gave birth to our daughter while I was away on one of my trips and we
named her Alice. My dear wife, tragically, passed away shortly after that and I found
my grief was overwhelming. The only way I could deal with it was by throwing
myself into travelling out west. I learned that I loved the land and the outdoors,
eventually buying a cattle ranch in North Dakota. I spent most of the next several
years riding horses, camping, and hunting on the wild frontier. I was truly fascinated
and inspired by the wide-open space of the west.
I chose to make my way back to New York after some time to myself where I
reconnected with my childhood friend, Edith. We decided to marry and start a family
and we had 5 children.
During this time I wrote several books about the history of the American West. I
undertook a series of government jobs that contributed to end of the widespread
police corruption. Though not something I am remembered for, I was very proud of
my work there.
As the Assistant Secretary of the US Navy, I was uniquely involved in the war
against Spain being fought in Cuba. I was so captivated by the conflict that I quit my
job with the Navy to join the fight in Cuba. It was here that the stories of the Rough
Riders on the battlefields were first told. I survived the worst of the war but was
afflicted with Cuban Fever that I lived with it for the rest of my life.
When I returned home, I was hailed as a national hero and was convinced that I
should run for public office and I easily won the election for Governor of New York.
Once again, I found myself in a position to make some positive changes and this
time, my focus was on getting children out of the dangerous coal mines and factory
work.
Not long after being elected Governor, I ran for Vice President on the Republican
ticket with William McKinley, and he was elected President in 1901. McKinley
was shot and killed by an angry mill worker, and I unexpectedly became the 26th
President of the United States at age 42 and was the youngest person in history to
serve as President of the United States.

Legends of Conservation
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I believe one of my greatest strengths as President was my ability to get along with
people. I was just as comfortable riding with the cowboys in the west as I was dining
with wealthy families in New York. I like to think people enjoyed having a young
president who was happy with life. I wanted to do what was best for the American
people so I kept an eye on big business and was involved in settling several labor
strikes. I even orchestrated the building of the Panama Canal. I was reelected for
another term in 1904 and was the first American to be award the Nobel Peace Prize
for negotiating peace between Russia and Japan.
Although the demands of the presidency were many, I spent a lot of time with my
family in the White House. The kids had the usual pets like cats and dogs and rabbits.
But we also had unusual pets like chickens and pigs and a bear named Jonathan
Edwards. One of the boys even brought his pet horse into the house to ride in our
new elevator.
As my Presidency came to an end, I was ready for a change, so after leaving office,
my son, Kermit, and I left to go on an African safari. It was one of the greatest
adventures of my life and was widely publicized around the world. When we
returned home, I had the distinct honor of being the first president to fly in an
airplane. I like to think this complemented my previous distinction of being the
first president to ride in a car!
I went on to live several more years but died at the age of 60. I believe my legacy
is one of an effective and fun-loving public servant whose accomplishments are
widely regarded in history as exceptional. Many of the changes I made in public
policy are still in place today, having enhanced the quality of the lives of Americans.
I was always concerned with honesty and integrity and am quoted for saying “I care
not for what others think of what I do, but I care very much about what I think of
what I do.”
I earned the nickname “Bull Moose” because I was physically strong and always
determined to do things my way. In 1939, I was immortalized in stone on Mt.
Rushmore with three other great presidents. I hope that someday you might havean
opportunity to see it.
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One of the things I am the proudest of during my presidency was my work in
protecting the environment. I had already been successful with the Boone and
Crockett Club in guiding the government toward enacting laws that regulated
hunting. We ultimately saved many wild game animals from extinction.
As president, I had the opportunity to do so much for conservation in our country.
As you tour the Galleries here in the Museum, you can see an exhibit on the many
national parks, forests and monuments I helped to create while I was in office. I
was able to set aside more public land than any other president in the history of the
United States. Among the lands preserved were Yellowstone National Park and the
Grand Canyon. And like John James Audubon, I loved to study birds since my
childhood. I wanted to help protect endangered species, so I created 53 bird
sanctuaries across the United States.
The hallmark of my presidency was setting aside 320 million acres of land to save
the first piece of America and all the animals that live there for everyone who visits
there today.
When you visit these parks and sanctuaries that I love, know that my spirit is there
with you. Come and visit my favorite places; I will be waiting.

Legends in Conservation: Theodore Roosevelt
Subject Area: Social Studies, English Language Arts
Grades: 6th-8th Grade
Time: This lesson can be completed in 45-50 minutes.
Essential Question:
•

In what ways did Theodore Roosevelt work to protect land and animals while holding
office as the President?

Overview:
•

Students use the internet to learn more about the life and accomplishments of Theodore
Roosevelt. Students explore ideas about the role of government in conservation and what
steps can be done to continue those efforts.

Themes:
•
•

Conservation: Conservation helps protect habitats and wildlife by preventing wasteful use
of resources.
Legacy: While President, Theodore Roosevelt created the precedent that all presidents
should care for and protect the environment.

Introduction:
In this lesson, students listen to a historical actor tell the story of Theodore Roosevelt’s
life, from his New York roots to his journey west to his presidency. In the first activity, students
are challenged to use the internet during a scavenger hunt to discover more about Theodore
Roosevelt’s life. This activity is best when completed in teams of three students. Have the
students compete to see which group can find the answers the fastest.
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In a second activity, students will take use Kahoot to quiz themselves over Theodore
Roosevelt’s conservation practices. They will learn more about the President’s life and how
conservation practices changed the landscape and wildlife of the United States.
Objectives:
The student will…
•
•
•
•
•
•

Understand the historical implications of the Roosevelt Presidency
Recognize the ways conservation helps the environment
Be introduced to oral history through the passing down of stories
Use the internet as an investigative tool
Explore ideas about the role of conservation in government
Explore the impact extraordinary people have on history

Standards:
National Social Studies Themes Met:
•
•
•
•
•

Time, Continuity, and Change
People, Places, and Environments
Individuals, Groups, and Institutions
Power, Authority, and Governance
Civic Ideals and Practices

Link to National Social Studies Standards:
•

https://www.socialstudies.org/standards/national-curriculum-standards-social-studiesintroduction

Vocabulary:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Taxidermy: the art of preparing, stuffing, and mounting the skins of animals and
especially vertebrates.
Corruption: dishonest or fraudulent conduct by those in power, typically involving
bribery.
Panama Canal: an 82-km waterway which cuts across the country of Panama and
connects the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean.
Boone and Crockett Club: America’s oldest wildlife and habitat conservation
organization that advocates fair chase hunting and habitat conservation.
Mount Rushmore: a granite sculpture carved into the Black Hills of South Dakota which
features the faces of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and
Theodore Roosevelt.
The Bull Moose Party: also known as the Progressive Party, this was a 3rd party
established after Theodore Roosevelt lost the nomination for the Republican Party
following his 2nd Presidential term.
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Materials:
Access to the Internet
Access to Videos which support the lesson plan:
•
•

(Theodore Roosevelt actor video)
More information on the life of Theodore Roosevelt if needed:
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yQGpC18v1U

Activity 1: Internet Scavenger Hunt
•

For each individual or group of students:
o Computer with internet access
o Paper and pen for note taking
o (Link to Scavenger Hunt)

Activity 2: Kahoot Quiz
•

As one large group, take a quiz on the Kahoot website
o For each individual student:
 Device with internet access
o This lesson is less about what the students know and what they can learn while
taking the quiz.

Classroom Activities:
Activity 1: Internet Scavenger Hunt
•

Answers with Explanations:
o Question 1: What sport did Roosevelt excel at?
 Answer: Boxing
• Although he was a sickly child, Roosevelt turned to physical
exertions to strengthen his lungs. Boxing was one of his favorite
pastimes in college at Harvard. He continued this hobby well into
his time in the White House. His last bout was in 1908 while in
office. His opponent landed a hit on his left eye, causing severe
hemorrhaging and a detached retina, and eventually blindness.
Roosevelt’s doctors ordered him to stop at that point, but
Roosevelt kept the news of his blindness a secret.
o Question 2: Theodore Roosevelt finished a speech in 1912 after being what?
 Answer: Shot.
• In 1912, Roosevelt was running for a third term as president and
campaigning in Milwaukee, Wisconsin when a saloonkeeper
named John Flammang Schrank shot him. The bullet passed
through his steel eyeglass case and his 50-page thick speech before
lodging in his chest. Roosevelt finished his speech, saying it takes
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more than a bullet to “kill a Bull Moose.” Doctors determined that
it was too dangerous to remove the bullet, leaving it in Roosevelt’s
body the rest of his life.
o Question 3: Theodore Roosevelt helped build a canal through this country, which
connected the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean.
 Answer: Panama
• While France had begun construction on a canal through Panama,
they quickly ran out of money and abandoned construction.
President Roosevelt purchased the Panama Canal Zone, and
completed the construction, creating an easier trade route from the
Atlantic to the Pacific.
o Question 4: As a child, Theodore Roosevelt attended this president’s funeral
procession.
 Answer: Abraham Lincoln
• Roosevelt was six when President Lincoln was assassinated at
Ford’s Theater following the Civil War. Lincoln’s remains passed
through New York City on its way to Springfield, Illinois. From
his grandfather’s mansion in Union Square, a six-year-old
Roosevelt witnessed the procession.
o Question 5: How many animals did Theodore and Kermit Roosevelt harvest while
in Africa?
 Answer: 512
• 512 animals were taken in Africa and sent back to the Smithsonian
Museum for display. The purpose of the journey was to raise
American awareness for African animals and thus advocate for
their conservation.
Activity 2: Kahoot Quiz
•
•

Link to Quiz: https://create.kahoot.it/details/431a7481-f83f-4941-a3c6-97d03566fbd4
Answers with Explanations:
o Question 1: Theodore Roosevelt was born in which state in 1858?
 Answer: New York.
• While the lasting image of Roosevelt is that of a rough riding
cowboy, he was the product of a wealthy Manhattan family.
o Question 2: President Roosevelt is the youngest person to assume the presidency.
True or False?
 Answer: True.
• Theodore Roosevelt assumed the presidency after William
McKinley was shot and killed in Buffalo, NY. He was 42 years of
age. John F. Kennedy is the youngest man to be elected president,
also 42 years old.
o Question 3: Which two political parties did Roosevelt run for president under?
 Answer: Republican Party and Bull Moose Party.
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•

o

o

o

o

o

Roosevelt ran under the Republican party for his two presidential
terms. After leaving office, he decided to run against his former
Vice President, now-President, Howard Taft. After Taft secured
the Republican Party nomination, Roosevelt ran under a third party
called the Progressive Party. After commenting that he felt as
“strong as a bull moose,” the Progressive Party became better
known as the Bull Moose Party. The Bull Moose Party did not last
very long after Roosevelt failed to secure a 3rd Presidential term.
Question 4: How many acres of land did Roosevelt help preserve while in office?
 Answer: 320 million.
• Roosevelt used several executive orders to preserve lands across
the United States. In total, he preserved 320 million acres of land,
which included 53 bird sanctuaries. Thanks to these efforts, several
animal species were protected.
Question 5: Which national monument features Theodore Roosevelt’s face?
 Answer: Mount Rushmore
• Located near Keystone, South Dakota, this monument was
constructed between 1927 and 1941 by Gutzon Borgulm and his
son Lincoln. It features the faces of the first President George
Washington, the 3rd President Thomas Jefferson, the 16th President
Abraham Lincoln, and the 26th President Theodore Roosevelt.
Question 6: In which war did President Roosevelt fight in?
 Answer: The Spanish-American War
• Before the war, Roosevelt was acting as the Secretary of the Navy.
He promptly resigned his position upon the declaration of war and
led a Calvary group called the Rough Riders though Spanish-held
Cuba.
Question 7: Roosevelt took a famous trip through which continent to gather
animals for the Smithsonian Museum?
 Answer: Africa
• The Smithsonian-Roosevelt expedition was conducted after
Roosevelt left office. The purpose of the trip was to take animals
and present their taxidermy in the Smithsonian Museum. This
caused Americans’ awareness and fondness for African animals to
increase, promoting conservation of those animals.
Question 8: Roosevelt won a Nobel Peace Prize for bringing peace to which two
warring countries?
 Answer: Japan & Russia
• The Russo-Japanese War started in 1904 over disagreements in
northern China. Both empires wanted to extend their influence
over the area. While Russia was a much more powerful nation,
Japanese soldiers fought harder, leading to their victory. Peace
talks were mediated by President Roosevelt. Both Japanese
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officials and Russian officials met in Portsmouth, New Hampshire
and signed the Treaty of Portsmouth in 1905. President Roosevelt
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his mediation efforts in
1906.
o Question 9: Which conservation club did Roosevelt found in 1887?
 Answer: Boone & Crockett Club
• Before the founding of the Boone & Crockett Club, there was an
overwhelming amount of wasteful hunting in the United States.
The club promoted fair hunting practices in support of habitat
conservation. Boone & Crockett also created a scoring and data
collection system by which native North American big game
animals are measured and tracked. Roosevelt, along with other
conservationists, founded the club in 1887 and still exists today.
o Question 10: Thanks to conservationists like Roosevelt, which animal species
made a comeback from the brink of extinction?
 Answer: All of the above
• Thanks to conservation efforts, the American bison, bighorn sheep,
and white-tailed deer populations have recovered from the brink of
extinction. Before conservation efforts of the late 19th and 20th
centuries, all three animal species were close to extermination on
the North American continent. Due to better hunting practices and
government regulations, their populations have rebounded. Bison
have gone from 300 individuals in the late 19th Century to around
500,000 in public and private herds. Bighorn sheep populations
dwindled to under 8,000 individuals in the early 20th century.
Conservation efforts led by President Roosevelt helped revive the
species and they are now listed as “Least Concern.” White-tailed
deer made a tremendous come back in the United States after states
tightened their hunting laws in the late 19th Century.
Additional Resources for Further Reading:
On Theodore Roosevelt:
•
•

https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/theodore-roosevelt/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/1906/roosevelt/biographical/
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Patriot Sons and Daughters
Patriot Sons and Daughters is a Sons of the American Revolution program for marking the graves of Patriot
Sons, Daughters, Grandsons and Granddaughters while recognizing the service of their Patriot
Ancestors. This program is an excellent way for SAR Chapters to build our brand within each community
through recognition for the ceremonies that mark Patriot Sons & Daughters, because the Patriot will be
featured in each ceremony. These grave markings, especially for areas west of the Mississippi River, are
of great importance, because they offer opportunities to celebrate Patriot Ancestors that might not otherwise
be available.
Clifford Olsen, Chairman of the America 250 SAR Committee, has this to say about the program; “Grave
medallions will be presented as part of a ceremony honoring our Patriot Ancestor, to honor the contributions
of these men and women. The America 250 SAR Committee seeks to place grave markers on the graves
of Patriot Sons, Grandsons, Daughters and Granddaughters of our honored Patriot Ancestors so that we
have renewed opportunities to celebrate their contributions to a free nation”.
Please consider what is needed to mark these graves? First, the level of proof should be on the same level
that is required for proving a Patriot. Sometimes this is very easy if the descendant is listed on an approved
Patriot’s application. Second, if the descendant is one that is not listed on an approved application, then
research must be done. Currently there is not approving authority for verifying that a descendant is truly a
descendant of a Patriot. That leaves it to the SAR Chapter to do their own verification so that the integrity
of our patriot Ancestors is maintained, and the reputation of your chapter is secured.
Some suggested resources for proving the descendant is, in fact, a descendant of a Patriot follows:
Search for patriots that have been approved by the Sons of the American Revolution using the Patriot
Research System (PRS) at sar.org:
Click on PRS
Six options will come up on the toolbar: patriot search, member search, descendant search, biography
search, cemetery search and about PRS.
If you have the name of a patriot, click on patriot search. Enter last name, first name and other information
that is asked for, if you know it. Click on search and it will take you to a list of members who have joined
under your patriot search. If the name you search for appears there then that confirms that he is a patriot,
however further research must be done to ensure this is the correct person, because it is possible, not
probable, that two or more people will have the same name.
The same process is used for the member search, descendant search, biography search and cemetery
search. However, the descendant is not completed at this time.
If you are working from a known Patriot down to a child or grandchild one can, check
dar.org>genealogy>ancestors and enter the name of the Patriot. Typically, there will be several different
children that have been used to join the DAR. Hopefully one of them will be the one that is being considered
for a marking.

If doing the above does not produce the proof needed, then one must start looking at other resources. This
will mean doing the same amount of research that it takes to prove a Patriot. Standard genealogy procedures
should be used in this case.
This is not intended to be a complete guide for proving that a child or grandchild descends from a
Patriot. And, as stated above, there currently is no approving authority for this program, but SAR Chapter
should be certain that they are marking a true Patriot Son or Daughter as intended in the program outline.
Compatriot, we ask that you, your chapter and state leaders follow the following guidelines.
o Is your Patriot Ancestor in the PRS and is his/her data accurate?
o Are you connected to the Patriot and, if so, is your Lineage entered?
o Is the Patriot’s burial documented using GPS, photos and marker?
o Is there a sourced biography for the Patriot?
·

Chapter Challenge
o Are information for all Patriots Sons & Daughter ceremonies recorded and accurate,
GPS, photos and marker.

Sons of the American Revolution

Missouri SAR

Ozark Mountain Chapter

History Explorers Introduction
The America 250 SAR Committee, History Explorers, is a program of “patriotic education” with a focus
on unique teachable moments, delivered through unique methods. We begin each meeting with
“Revolutionary Times;” discussing a significant event related to the American Revolution which took place
in the month during the revolutionary period that we are making a presentation. Use of the “Timeline to
Revolution” 250th Anniversary events that are now occurring are the basis for these programs.
Use of costumed presenters is encouraged, because it puts your Color Guard members in a public setting
which focuses on our Revolutionary Patriots and offers positive branding for your SAR Chapter. It also
makes your presentation more interesting when attendees can relate to your uniformed presenters and
greeters in a different way.
Use of historic artifacts and facsimile items can be an important part of exploring our message. It will allow
attendees to come into contact with items of interest related to the American Revolution and other time
periods that we cover during quarterly History Explorers events.

An America 250 SAR Program

LIBERTY
TREE

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
PROGRAM

Handbook and Activity Guide

A program of the America 250th Anniversary Committee
Cherokee Chapter Georgia Society, NSSAR
Prepared by Kevin L. Karel and Stan Lewis

Overview
The Liberty Tree Environmental Education Program is a free, hands-on
community service project developed by members of the Cherokee
Chapter Georgia Society, Sons of the American Revolution. The program,
informally known as LEEP, was developed to commemorate the 250th
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. LEEP was officially
recognized by the 250th Anniversary Committee, National Society Sons
of the American Revolution in 2019. We were fortunate to have had
NSSAR President General Larry Guzy present when the membership of
the Cherokee Chapter voted to adopt the Liberty Tree Environmental
Education Program.
SAR Chapter members in historic dress discuss the many environmental
benefits, economic value and cultural significance of America's trees and
forests. Hands-on presentations demonstrate a wide variety of old and new
wooden tools and products. The origin and role of Liberty Trees during
the American Revolutionary War period are specifically highlighted.
Whenever possible, presentations are followed by a Liberty Tree planting
ceremony. Only locally native tree species are planted. A permanent
commemorative plaque identifying the tree and recognizing the 250th
Anniversary celebration of the signing of the Declaration of Independence
is included.
LEEP is easily adapted to a wide range of audiences and settings. Initially,
the program was most often presented as an enrichment activity for 4th
and 5th grade elementary school classes. During the COVID era, the
program has been very successfully presented entirely outdoors,
especially in municipal and county parks. Additional opportunities for
sharing LEEP include botanical gardens, libraries and other public spaces.
A Cherokee Chapter goal of planting 76 Liberty Trees by America’s 250th
Anniversary celebration in 2026 has been set.
Honoring our Past…Growing our Future. You can Help!

Learning Objectives aka Big Ideas
Whether your LEEP presentation will be given to elementary school
students, adult garden club members, local SAR/DAR members or the
general public, the core content is built on the same three (3) primary
learning objectives:
1) Trees were important then…The establishment, survival and growth

of the early American Colonies was almost entirely dependent upon forest
resources and wood products. Liberty Trees later became symbols of
freedom and independence for the Colonists.
2) Trees are important now…Today, trees and forests remain critically

important for wood-based products and chemicals, climate moderation,
environmental health and recreation.
3) Trees will be even more important in the future…In a more developed

and crowded world, mature, native forests will provide increasingly vital
environmental and social benefits.

“We are at a critical point of losing so many species from local ecosystems that their ability to
produce the oxygen, clean water, flood control, pollination, pest control and carbon
storage…the ecosystem services that sustain us will become seriously compromised.” Doug
Tallamy

Planning for the Event
Most Local SAR Chapters should be able to easily plan and deliver LEEP
presentations and tree plantings by engaging current members.
Compatriots with experience presenting Traveling Trunk programs,
gardeners and those involved with other America 250 activities may be
especially qualified and interested. Joining forces with other nearby
chapters and NSDAR Chapters brings more talent and resources to the
table and can increase the potential for a successful event.
Many schools, local parks and other public places encourage well-planned
educational activities and often welcome the opportunity to add a Liberty
Tree to their grounds. Garden clubs and historical societies are often very
interested in the hands-on presentation, but may not have the outdoor
space needed for a Liberty Tree planting.
While the logistics of every presentation will vary, the following should
always be considered:
1. Who is your audience? Age/grade level, special accommodations?
2. How many attendees including teachers, sponsors and guests?
3. Will there be more than one presentation? Inside or outside?
4. Will there be a Liberty Tree planting? If yes, together with all team
members determine a specific planting location for a locally native
tree species. Consider above and below ground utilities, exposure
to sun, shade, prevailing wind and access to water. Engage the
assistance of a local arborist, nurseryman or other knowledgeable
individual regarding native tree selection and purchase. A #7 or
#10 gallon container grown tree is large enough to make an
immediate impact and have a good chance of surviving.
Note: While container grown trees can be planted throughout the
year, it is better to plant in the fall through early spring to promote
root growth prior to the summer months.

Presentation
Trees were important then… Trees have played a vital role in America’s
economy and culture from the time of our earliest settlements. Vast forests
provided most of the resources needed by the colonists. In addition to food
and clothing from woodland plants and animals, forests provided timber
for cabins and homes. Barrels, buckets, bowls, tools, tool handles and
many more necessary everyday items were crafted from wood.
(If available, display and discuss historic wooden items.)

Large trees in towns all across the Colonies were popular meeting places.
In 1765, a group of patriots who were very strongly opposed to the Stamp
Act planned protests at an old elm tree in Boston. Soon, a copper plate
appeared on the tree naming it the “Tree of Liberty.”
Colonial America was covered with tall, strong pine trees that were just
right for building sailing ships and ship masts. England had already cut
most of its forests and was soon dependent on the American colonies for
large trees. In order to claim the best trees for England, a symbol was cut
on the tallest trees with an axe to show that it belonged to the King. This
was called the King’s Mark.
On April 14, 1772 an early act of resistance to British rule in the Colonies
happened when a Royal sheriff visited a sawmill in New Hampshire. The
owners refused to pay fines on logs with the Kings Mark. A group of local
men started a strong protest now called The Pine Tree Riot, which some
say was the real start of the Revolutionary War.

Trees are important now…In addition to wood and food products, trees
give us hundreds of other by-products including paint, varnish, asphalt,
adhesives, lacquer, printing inks, carbon paper, fungicides, latex, rubber,
soaps, disinfectants, polishes and many more everyday items.
(Display and discuss contemporary wooden items and products.)

Ask: Is there anything else in this room that came from a tree? How
about paper, pencils, books, boxes, desks, tables, lunch bags, apples,
bananas and more! What may be the most important thing that we all get
from trees and plants? Clean air to breathe!
Ask: How do trees help us breathe? Trees need three basic things to live:
water, sunlight, and carbon dioxide. Through the process of
photosynthesis, carbon dioxide from the air is absorbed by plant leaves
and oxygen is released. Water and minerals from the soil are taken up by
the roots. Chlorophyll in the leaves captures sunlight and glucose is made.
Trees and plants are our perfect partners!
Ask: What else do trees give us? Trees can help reduce global warming
by absorbing carbon dioxide. Trees also help prevent soil and wind
erosion and keep the earth a healthy and beautiful place to live.
Trees will be even more important in the future!

Liberty Tree Planting
As you prepare the site for planting, keep the tree moist and shaded.
Plan to pre-dig the planting hole. After the LEEP presentation
participants can gather around the tree for a short planting ceremony.
Dig a hole 2-3 times as wide and a few inches deeper than the root ball.
The hole should be slightly tapered, wider at the top and somewhat bowl
shaped. Do not dig the hole too deep.
Carefully score the bottom and sides of the root ball with a utility knife or
other sharp knife. Do not remove more soil than needed to expose the
outer roots.
Mound some loose soil in the bottom of the hole and place the root ball
on top of the mound. Fill the hole with loosened soil, firmly tamping
it down with your foot. The top of the ball should be 1-2 inches above the
surrounding grade.
Build a circular berm around the outer edge of the planting area
approximately 4’ across. Slowly water, thoroughly wetting all of the soil.
Mulch heavily with aged wood chips or other composted organic mulch.
A permanent marker can be installed within the mulched area
commemorating the tree and the event. Correct tree genus and species,
planting date and the 250th Anniversary logo should all be included.
Drive 3, wooden 2” x 2” x 5’ stakes evenly around the mulch ring for
protection from lawnmowers. The stakes can also be used with arbor tape
as needed to anchor the tree. Do not let the tree dry out during the first
year after planting!
Materials needed: Well grown, locally native tree (#7 or #10 gallon
container) garden spade or shovel, organic mulch, water hose or watering
can, 3 wooden 2” x 2” x 5’ stakes and commemorative marker.

Lead a discussion about what the tree will need to grow healthy and
strong. Point out that a newly planted tree is most vulnerable during the
first few years of its life. Regular watering, scouting for insects and
pests, and annual light fertilizing will go far to get a young tree off to a
good start!

Resources
Project Learning Tree® is an award-winning
environmental education program designed for
teachers and other educators, parents, and
community leaders. PLT is a program of the
Sustainable Forestry Initiative
The Georgia Native Plant Society (GNPS) is a
nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting the
stewardship and conservation of Georgia’s native
plants and their habitats. https://gnps.org/
The Georgia Forestry Commission has assembled a
collection of resources for educators. Check out various
education programs, research and fact sheets, training
and workshops, Georgia species and habitats, plus tree
advocacy groups. https://gatrees.org/contact/

Sons of the American Revolution
America 250 SAR Committee
America 250 SAR Programs Committee PowerPoint Presentation Storyboards
Slide #1

Slide # 2

Slide # 3

Slide #4

Dialogue:

Dialogue:

Dialogue: “The Mission of the Sons of the American
Revolution is to celebrate America’s 250th anniversary
with Patriotic, Historical and Educational programs which
raise the awareness of Americans about our past and
help strengthen our democracy.”

Dialogue: The SAR works on the national, state, and local
levels
* To promote recognition of the 250th Anniversary
* To commemorate important events and persons of
the Revolution
* To celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the Signing of
the Declaration of Independence
* and To celebrate the American Revolution and the
establishment of the United States through
Patriotic, Historical and Educational programs.
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community.
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•

Dialogue: Our first goal is to raise the awareness of the
Sons of the American Revolution as a Patriotic
Organization and Reenergize America’s Sense of
Patriotism.
Our patriotic programs can be as simple as a wreath
laying at the tomb of a revolutionary veteran or as
elaborate as creating a community-wide Flag Day
Celebration, involving elected officials, citizen leaders,
DAR members, Scouts, and other members of the

Dialogue: You often see SAR Color Guard Participation in
community events such as:
• 4th of July parades and celebrations
• Veterans Day ceremonies and recognition of
veterans
• Flag Day community celebrations and flag
history presentations
• Patriots Day celebrations can be simple or
complex including small gatherings of students or
community wide celebrations.
Yorktown Day is a great opportunity to discuss the surrender of Cornwallis and the next chapter in
forming a new nation.
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group.

Dialogue: SAR Compatriots mark Wreaths Across
America each December on National Wreaths Across
America Day. The mission to Remember, Honor and
Teach is carried out by coordinating wreath-laying
ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at
more than 2,500 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states,
at sea and abroad.
Many SAR chapters or their members sponsor a
veterans’ wreath at a nearby cemetery, volunteering
time to place wreaths or donating to a local sponsorship

Most SAR Chapters have a Wreaths Across America Ceremony to honor those who have served their
country.
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Dialogue: When flags become worn, torn, or faded and
they are no longer serviceable, it is recommended that
they be permanently retired.
Unserviceable flags should not be reused or recycled but
destroyed in a dignified manner in an appropriate Flag
Retirement Ceremony.
The Sons of the American Revolution carry out many
local flag retirement ceremonies throughout the year,

most notably on Flag Day, June 14. These ceremonies often consist of uniformed color guards, colonial
music, and collaboration with other community organizations to render final honors to a well-worn emblem
of our nation's history.
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comrades.
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Dialogue: One of our most important activities is in
serving and honoring our nation's veterans. In addition
to the support that the SAR offers Veterans,
we work with JROTC and ROTC Cadets in carrying out a
variety of historic and patriotic ceremonies including
many that share Revolutionary War history with them.

Dialogue: One way that the SAR honors our veterans is
through support of the Honor Flights program which
honors World War Two, Korean War and Vietnam era
veterans for their service and sacrifice by providing them
with a sponsored trip to Washington D.C. While they are
there, they are given the full VIP treatment as they visit
the various sites in and around the city. On the top of
the itinerary, is a visit to each of the various veteran’s
memorials for the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and
Coast Guard to pay their respects to their fallen

Dialogue: The Patriot Sons and Daughters program is an
opportunity to celebrate the lives of our Patriot
Ancestors while recognizing one of their children or
grandchildren who are buried in your area. Many times
these individuals are the early settlers to your region and
become community leaders, such as
teachers, preachers, political officials and leading
businessmen and women. Honoring these Patriot Sons
and Daughters is another way of bringing
home our connection to our founding fathers.
Dialogue: Our Second goal is to promote Historical
Programs which may include the recognition of historic
homes, burial sites, forts, or citizens of
prominence who have some relation to the American
Revolution or other historic periods. It is important for
the SAR to offer historical programs to
students and the community in general, as schools place
less emphasis on Revolutionary History.
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Dialogue: The SAR universally supports Flag Day across
America. On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress
passed a resolution adopting a flag for our new Nation.

This resolution specified 13 alternating red and white
stripes with 13 stars on a blue field. The stars
represented the colonies that declared independence,
and in the years since our founding, they have grown
into 50 United States which comprise our great country
today. For centuries, mariners looked to the stars to
guide them across the seas, just as Americans and people across the globe look to our flag as a guiding
symbol of freedom, opportunity, and hope. On Flag Day and during National Flag Week, the SAR honors
the journey of progress represented in our banner and pays tribute to the inspiration it gives Americans at
home and abroad.
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Dialogue: The Sons of the American Revolution have
chosen the Our Patriots Program as an ideal way to
interact with other lineage societies, archives and
community groups who have an interest in collecting
information on the early founders of their area and their
connection to their Patriot Ancestors.

Revolutionary War veterans and their descendants are
buried across this country and the Our Patriot Program
allows them to gather information on these heroes of
the Revolution and build a database of importance to the region. Using these early genealogical records
along with succeeding generations allow us to celebrate their lives and contributions to our great nation.
Slide # 15

Slide # 16

Dialogue: We at the SAR focus on a Revolutionary War
Timeline as an important tool to use in establishing one
or more programs that allow for sharing 250th
Anniversary stories relating to
Revolutionary people and events. We offer our website
to anyone who has an interest in exploring the timeline
of the American Revolution. It is a fascinating period in
American history and will offer you hours of
entertainment if you go online and explore some of the
people and events of your American Revolution.
Dialogue: The Sons of the American Revolution offer
America 250 Minutes, a program of brief Revolutionary
messages that can be universally shared for the purpose
of educating others with stories of Revolutionary events
and people. These are ideal for you to present at your
next Rotary or Kiwanis meeting because they are brief
and thought provoking. Check America 250 Minutes for
an opportunity to share the coming 250th Anniversary
Celebration with your friends.
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Dialogue: The Sons of the American Revolution Traveling
Trunk Program is an excellent opportunity for historic
education outreach. The Trunk is filled with replicas of
American colonial era home, school, and military
artifacts is a method of transporting a variety of teaching
aids that can be used to tell the story of the
Revolutionary era colonies. Reach out to SAR members
that you know and invite them into your public or
private school classroom or a session.
Dialogue: The third goal of the Sons of the American
Revolution are a variety of Educational programs which
may include sharing the history of local historic
figures, characters of significance to the American
Revolution, events of historic significance or genealogical
training. This area is wide open because it covers so
much of what the SAR does on a day-to-day basis in the
community.
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Dialogue: The SAR holds Genealogy Workshops with
DAR, local genealogy society, archives, etc. By creating
working groups, we can share the message of the 250th
Anniversary through further research of our Patriot
Ancestors and their descendants who may have settled
in the area. Teaching genealogy to students is a truly
eye-opening experience as they learn of the lives and
accomplishments of their ancestors, students come alive
with interest for their Founding Fathers. When a
student finds proof of a Revolutionary connection you
see that they too are part of this great nation, because they have a tangible link to that Patriot Ancestor.
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Dialogue: Legends in Conservation is a Program of the
SAR that brings the life of our first Conservationist,
George Washington to life in a more modern
way. Washington was the first of a long line of American
Legends who believed in the absolute value of American
animal and plant husbandry and that it should be
protected at all costs. The goal of the program is to
provide an immersive youth conservation and heritage
awareness program that would be unique and
memorable. This is accomplished by featuring highlights
of the lives of Daniel Boone, Meriwether Lewis, John James Audubon, William Temple Hornaday and
President Theodore Roosevelt. Each Legend is an important figure in the exploration and conservation of
wild America; chosen for their diversity of influence. These Americans played a significant role in the early
life of the Conservation Movement.
Each Legends in Conservation Program includes a videotape of the Legend, complete curriculum for
teachers with a study guide, script for use in the classroom, a quiz, and other educational elements. Each of

the Legends is a standalone program element so they can be used for a series of presentations. The filming
was all done within Wonders of Wildlife National Museum and Aquarium to utilize many of the exhibits and
features only available at that location.
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Dialogue: The America 250 SAR Committee, History
Explorers, is a program of “patriotic education” with a
focus on unique teachable moments, delivered through
unique methods.
We begin each meeting with “Revolutionary Times;”
discussing a significant event related to the American
Revolution which took place in the month during the
revolutionary period that we are making a presentation.

Use of the “Timeline to Revolution” 250th Anniversary events that are now occurring are the basis for these
programs. Use of costumed presenters is encouraged, because it puts your Color Guard members in a
public setting which focuses on our Revolutionary Patriots and offers positive branding for your SAR
Chapter. It also makes your presentation more interesting when attendees can relate to your uniformed
presenters and greeters in a different way.
Use of historic artifacts and facsimile items can be an important part of exploring our message. It will allow
attendees to encounter items of interest related to the American Revolution and other time periods that
we cover during quarterly History Explorers events.
Slide # 22

Dialogue: The concept of a Liberty Tree is as old as the
Declaration of Independence itself. SAR Chapter
members in historic dress discuss the many
environmental benefits, economic value and cultural
significance of America's trees and forests. Hands-on
presentations demonstrate a wide variety of old and
new wooden tools and products. The origin and role of
Liberty Trees during the American Revolutionary War
period are specifically highlighted.

Whenever possible, presentations are followed by a Liberty Tree planting ceremony. Only locally native
tree species are planted. A permanent commemorative plaque identifying the tree and recognizing the
250th Anniversary celebration of the signing of the Declaration of Independence is included. One of our
SAR Chapters, the Cherokee Chapter, has a goal of planting 76 Liberty Trees by America’s 250th Anniversary
celebration in 2026. Perhaps your school could plant a Liberty Tree and call on the local SAR Color Guard to
help you mark the occasion.
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Dialogue: The SAR Outreach Education program is open
to and inclusive of public visitors and educators at any
involvement level (SAR and non-SAR members alike)
who would like to use this material for their educational
purposes. The National Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution welcomes all school groups,
community groups and interested public members to
visit the SAR National Headquarters located along
Museum Row in downtown Louisville, Kentucky.

Further details concerning the available programs can be found in its School Programs Brochure, which can
be printed and posted in classrooms and schools to encourage educator interest in the SAR. Educators may
use the pre-visit guidelines for the Outreach Center Guidelines as a resource to prepare their students for
their unique hands-on learning experience. The SAR Education Center and Museum will open in 2026.
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Dialogue: Most of us remember the American
Bicentennial Celebration and how much it meant to us as
young people. Here, just 50 years later we can celebrate
our 250th Anniversary and I ask you to find a way to get
involved so that the young people in your community
have the same opportunity that you did growing up.

Many parades and concerts and big special events will
be planned but remember that you can make as much
impact on your community through a small act that
brings the story of the Revolution and our Founding Fathers to young people. This is your opportunity to be
a hero of the American Revolution by sharing the celebration with others by retelling the stories of our
Patriot Ancestors.
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Dialogue:

Dialogue:

